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"A great deal has been said upon the music of the Hindoos. The
transactions of the society of Calcutta among others, contain many
treatises upon the subject which is not withstanding but very imperfectly
known in Europe, for this simple reason, that the instruments which
they use have never been described with sufficient precision, which
ought to have been principal object for the much more remarkable than
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the music itself. Their instruments have been carried successfully to
a surprising degree of perfection: but those improvements have not
reached their music, which still remains in its infancy. It is impossible
not to make this remark in seeing a Hindoo play upon the Tamboora;
in his hands it is a magnificent instrument, covered with paintings and
gilding, ornamented to an excess of luxury and we are naturally lead to
imagine that he is to draw from it the most enchanting sounds; but on
the contrary he remains for hours together in the same attitude, singing
a monotonous air, and touching from time to time one of the four cards
which composed this instrument. This is the only use he makes of it,
the only pleasure which he seeks from it and for him even this is a great
deal: seated on a carpet or a piece of white cloth, he gives himself up to
the pleasing sensations which the vibrations of the single chord produce,
and probably he would give up even this enjoyment if it required the
smallest exertion. Everything about him must be proportioned to his
natural taste for laziness and indolence."
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