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e ENGLISH SECTION e

AHALYA BAEE

Joanna Baillie

This is an abstract from Joanna Baillie's 700 line long poem Ahalya Baee
(Published in London, 1849). This episode depicts how Mukta Bai (Ahilya's
only daughter) is determined to perform Sati. Ahilya's agruments went in
vain. For the readers’ convenience we have introduced the speakers
names here, which are not in the original text. The last portion deals with
Ahilya Bai’s death and her greatness, for all times to come.

For thirty years her reign of peace,
The land in blessings did increase
And she was blessed by every tounge
By stern and gentle, old and young.

Mukta : “O Mother, do not grieve me so,
My lot is cast, and | must go.
Shall Jeswant Rao, my noble mate,
On Pyre be laid in lonely state,

While |, who was the only flower
He watched and cherished in his bower
A craven wife shall from the brink
Of love’s last trial meanly shrink?

Forbid it Brahma, Lord above!
Forbid it faithfulness and love!”

Ahilya : “And dost thou think that Brahma’s will
| did not righteously fulfil.

When |, bereft and sad, did strive
Thy noble father to survive?

And was not his high blessing poured
On one so severed from her Lord?

And characters, distinct and fair,
Did his approval will declare,
When flourishing beneath my sway
My people and my kingdom lay.

Yes; though a widow, so bereft,
My heart had other blessings left,
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But still, as celled within my breast,
Thou wert my dearest and my best;

Thou wert as my own youngling still,
Who didst my first affections fill,

And wilt thou leave me sad and lone?
How shall | live when thou art gone?

Whom shall | fondly love and trust?

O, do not bow me to the dust!”
Mukta : “O no! committed to thy care,

Thou hast thy children everywhere,

Their daily benefits will be

The comfort Brahma sends to thee.
And, dearest Mother! thou art old -
Thy grains of life will soon be told;

And what to me will then remain!

My lost will never return again!

| through these lonely rooms shall roam

A living thing, whose heart hath with the dead its home.

Then, best and dearest, to my passion bend,
And let my sorrows have an honoured end.”

Ahilya : “An honoured end will close her life,
Who was a good and faithful wife;

Die when she will, funeral flame
Gives but a fruitless fleeting fame”

Mukta : “I seek not fame, O say not so!
O, add not agony to woe!

Life would be death to me, and worse:
The inward working of remorse

Would make my day as darkness seem,
My haunted night a fearful dream.

For then he would be ever near,
And his upbraiding eyes appear
To glare upon a wife, whose love
Could not one moment rise above.

Base fears, but from her last sad duty started
And left his lonely bier unhonoured and deserted.”
All interchange of words were vain -

The Ranie answered not again;
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But long fixed looks of anguish fell

Upon her Daughter's face, and well

Spoke that which language could not tell;
While actions too did piteously entreat

The Mother kneeling at her Daughter’s feet:

But all in vain; nought may arrest

The purpose of her wounded breast.

The parent bent her to the cruel blow,
And left the dismal chamber sad and slow,

And, closely shut within her secret bower,
With humble penitence and prayer

Did her afflicted soul prepare

For the approaching, dreadful hour:

Her prayers were heard, and mercy gave

A stinted strength the dreadful hour to brave.
That hour is come; and from the palace - gate
There issues forth, in melancholy state,

A gorgeous pageant - Standards borne on high,
Moved by the fanning air, arrest the eye,

On which devices, traced in colours gay
Emblems of ranks and races make display.

First portly Brahmins, sombre and profound,

Walk, loosely robed, with eyes cast on the ground.
Next turbaned chiefs, with fierce and warlike mien.
Cinctured with shawls and flashing arms are seen;

Then high authorities, the lettered scribe,

And missioned men from many a different tribe,
Move slowly on, all ranged in sad array,
Proceeding on their mournful destined way.

With heavy steps, that from the ground,
Send up a muffled sullen sound.

Then doth from portal-arch appear,
Circled by friends, the stately bier,

On which the princely corpse’ is laid,
In rich and splendid robes arrayed.
Whose features, like to chisled stone,
Do still an awful beauty own;

1. Dead body of Yeshwantrao (Mukta’s husband)
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The crowd on him intently gaze
And deeply murmur words in praise.
Anon they drop their eyes to find
The youthful Widow, close behind.

She moved with brow and step sedate,
As one who of her lifeless mate
Alone had conscious thoughts, and she
Worthy appeared his mate to be,

But when by priestly Brahmins stern and strong
They saw their own loved Ahilya led along

On her at once all eager eyes were turned

And grateful sympathy within each bosom burned,

Their inward sorrow broke through all restraint
And all round a loud and mingled wailing sent
Now onward as the long procession goes,

A different mournful harmony arose.

From many instruments, whose mingled sound
Is floating on the air and rising from the ground.
But when it reached the fatal spot,

All soft excitement was forgot;

A deep and solemn pause ensued,

Silence with strange mysterious awe embued.
Alas! what measured words can tell

The anguish of the last farewell?

When that young Widow with that Mother parted
From the intense embrance the younger started.
As if afraid, Her failing steps sustained,

The bier of death she has already gained

Hath on her lap with gentle kindness placed,
The lifeless head, and its cold form embraced.
To the heaped pile the torch hath been applied.
And from between the faggots are descried.

Pale curving streams of smoke, that wind and sweep,
Coil and uncaoil, like serpents waked from sleep,
Then broadening and ascending hang on high,

A dusky, fearful canopy;

While pointed tongues of flames below
Burst forth; and soon one general glow
Involves in fierce consuming fire,
Roaring and red, the funeral pyre.
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Then drum and trumpet, cymbal, gong
And stringed viols, harsh and strong,
Discordant minstrelsy, begin

To raise a loud and deafening din:

While faintly comes to fancy's ear
Shrieks from the burning bier

Aye, there are dismal shrieks, | wot,
But from the flames proceeding not.

It is Ahalya in despair,

And beats her breast tears her hair
Who, though by friendly force restrained
Convulsively hath freedom gained,

Her gnashing teeth and bleeding hand;
Too plainly show that self-command

Is from her princely spirit taken,

Of all its wonted power forsaken.

And pause we hear! That noble mind

To dull unconsciousness was for a while consigned.
Good heavens all merciful and potent Lord

To health of mind the Ranie soon restored.

She raised again her drooping head:

From Him received, as from the dead

The people saw their noble Dame,

And bade her hail with loud and long acclaim.

Still wasteful war, though raging round,
Within her precincts was not found

The husband man scarce turned his ear
Some far-off tale of blood to hear,

How bandits, on the distant border

With bandits strove in wild disorder;
Where sordid chiefs to robbers turned
Made might their right and justice spurned.

What cares her for their ceaseless coil?
She lives and reigns who will protect his toil.
In sooth, over all the watch she kept,

And waked, and thought, when others slept.

When early dawn appeared she rose,

Nor longer would indulge repose,

But to herself (for she could read)

Grave books perused. Then would succeed.

Holkar Riyasat : Kavyayan / 295



Hours of reflection and of prayer

That cleared her mind and soothed her care;
And oft her day, so well begun,

An easy, prosperous course would run,

Herself sagacious, firm and just,

She put in others generous trust;

And when their merit well was proved,
Her ministers she never removed.

With all the Rajahs powers of every Nation,
From time to time; she held communication.
Could points of policy with art contest,
But ever loved the simple method best.

And in good sooth, to reason cool,
The simplest was the wisest rule.
For who would venture to gainsay
Or doubt the faith of Ahalya Baee?

To death at last the missioned power was given
To call her hence: her earthly ties were riven
Through all the land a woeful wailing went
From cot to cot, from town to village sent;

A tender woe, like which there is no other
Bereaved children weeping for a mother.

Her life and reign were closed in glory,

And thus concludes my Legend’s faithful story.

For thirty years - her reign of peace
The land in blessings did increase:
And she was blessed by every tongue,
By stern and gentle, old and young.

And where her works of love remain

On mountain pass, on hill or plain,

There stops the traveller a while,

And eyes it with a mournful smile,

With muttering lips, that seems to say,
THIS WAS THE WORK OF AHALYA BAEE

The learned sage, who loves to muse,
And many a linked thought pursues,
Says to himself, and heaves a sigh
For things to come and things gone by.
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“Ol! that our restless chiefs, by misery schooled,
Would rule their state as that brave woman ruled.

Yea, even children at their mother’s feet,
Are taught such homely rhyming to repeat;

“In better days from Brahma came,

To rule our land, a noble Dame;

Kind was her heart, and bright her fame,
AND AHALYA WAS HER HONOURED NAME!
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In Ahilya’s Pious Memorium

R. R. Dwiwedi

Born Devi Ahilya the pious queen,
To make the Holkar garden green;
She made “Bharatvarsha” to say -
The time was golden in Her day.

She was generous, brave, and wise,
A precious jewel, above all prize;
Such truly, just, and noble queen,
Was never before in India seen.

When the country gloomy, weary, and dark,
With fierce strives was full to the mark;
Several battles raged in the plain,

She firmly held Her Kingdom’s reign.

The ancient sacred Somnath-shrine,
Was repaired by this Heart Divine;
This famous queen of Holkar’s race,
Has left her foot-prints all to trace.

To do good, ever just and right,

And tread the virtuous parth day and night;
Thus easily our boats we can sail,

Now merrily let us Devi Ahilya hail.
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A Limerick in Praise of Devi Shri Ahilya
Nandlal D. Datta

“There was a noble Maharani of Indore,
Qualities and reputation of a deity she bore,
Her name is sung as Goddess Ahilya,

From Cape Comorin to Mount Himalaya,
She has left an immortal name to adore,
Qualities and reputation of a deity she bore”.
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An ode to Devi Ahilyabai

S. K. Deo

Oh! Holy Ahilya Devil

We pay humble respects to thee
Thy glorious name Oh! Dame,
Has hallowed womanhood's fame,
O! Daughter of India worthy

The birds on the harvest twitter,
Thy feast makes them sing sweeter,
They thank thy bounty in glee!
Thy hospitable hands unseen,
Still feed the famished and lean
Immortal is thy charity!

The Ganges thou mad'st holier
By sending to bathe Rameshwar,
How wonderful thy piety!

The Himalaya raises its crown,
To look at thy lofty renown,

And reflects thy hoary glory!
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Devi Ahilya
C. A. Dobson

With praise for Her Holiness evermore famed
Ahilya Bai : Ahilya Bai:
Blessed in this iron Age, through all the world famed
Ahilya Bai : Ahilya Bai:

A woman all virtue was ever our Queen,

A gem of the purest of splendours serene,

Like a diamond mine was she mid the rest,

Yet the simplest of words still describe her the best 11 11|

No sin ever dared in presence to stay,

When the full moon appears can the darkness delay?
Diseases found remedy; how could it be

But that all that was evil before her should flee? 1121l

Blest Lakshmi smiled favour on Holkar’s famed house
When Ahilya Bai came as Royalty’s spouse

How, in strain that a - down the long ages shall ring

Her name and her fame shall the great sages sing 113l

Her house-hold from earth-clinging bonds she set free,
She moulded her life as willed it to be,

The poor man with other brothers, found rest,

Where she ruled as a Mother, Maheshwar the blest 114 Il

The Brahmins each day on charity fed;

The Purans she heard, with deep interest, read;

And gay are the shrines with Brahmins array,

As oblations they throw on the flames, while they pray 1I51l

Votive Lingums in crores in her day were prepared

Bride and bridegroom processions their constantly fared;
Orphan children, scarce knew that their parents were dead
So well were they nourished, with milk so well fed 1161l

When the auspices claimed it, her charity grew,

And the cows she bestowed gained her merit anew
While the chaplet of beads that her hands ever held
The count of her virtues as constantly spelled 117 Il

How much can | say of her works and her worth?

Wherever a sacred spot lies on the earth.

Count the shelters for saints and the poor that then rose

Where the sick man found healing, the naked found clothes 118 II
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Full many she helped for the worship of fire

And the Brahmins were filled to their spirits desire
While the water her feet sanctified was the mead

That the others in crowds took according to need 1191l

Only then did this Queen to her own food repair

To her still rooms retreating, aloft, up the stair,

When her household content let her think it was right
Ever she chanted the praise of Shri Rama at night 11101l

To the pilgrims way-worn she gave garments and shoes
With nicely her gifts for their needs did she choose

While singers got necklets and bracelets of gold,

The rogue and the thief were kept fettered in hold, 11111l

By the soul cleansing streams, bathing stages were reared
And the shrines of great Shiva in hundreds appeared,
Where the water drops fell on His symbol of power.
From vessels of earthen ware, hour to hour 11121

Cool water the thirst-tortured traveller receives,

Where the groove of green mango his eye sight relieves,
Though the wilderness stretch around dusty and dry

Our good Queen has brought him this comfort a nigh 1131l

When the sun or moon omnious dark in eclipse

She multiplies charity, not a chance slips,

She is weighed against till seed of silver, or gold

That the cup of her merit its fullest should hold 11141l

To the pilgrim her escorts grant, progress in peace.

From Ganges so far Rameshwaram ne'er cease

The prayerful train who the blest waters bear;

To the shrine of great Shiva who awaits them, they fare 11151l

So living on earth, what of earth did she seek?

All her cravings extinguished, what more need | speak.
To the height of attainment her spirit has soared;

In the hearts of people she dwells adored 11161l
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Adoring Mata Ahilya

Sharad Lalge

1

Who! Ahilya is, Yes our Mother!
Most powerful of Holkar-race
Even to elder, ever soother

So alluring drawing face!

Notwithstanding they revere
| with her garland favour

With this and above oysters
Entwined sprayed perfumed in

Silvery white may not within
Bestow beneath feet to steer.

2

Spread diffuse O so widely
Showing not as queen mother
Just desirous to be glidely
But uprightly why | bother!

No less than deity all strike
Thy act of coming into life.

A farmer’s village; house so!

O how shown appropriately
Whom discern such a mood O!
Son’s bride so proximately!

3

Who Malhar Rao’s shaky shadowed son
A soothsayer then said :

“Would spring great warrior-one”

Sword Master as founder paid

What not to a great dynasty!
Entrusting stately weight to piety

Hindered Khanderao Her husband
Who warworn fatal; Oh her fate!
Magnanimous woman of high rate
Liked to keep all shunned.
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4

Raghoba discerned with large army

Abruptly his messsenger seen around
“A woman so to sway say not foamy
Shallow water aye murmuring sound”

“Say would loose by female hand
Pages would spit on him

A vast quantity of writing-ream
Hearing this reposing did stand”.

5

“Personally to see sheathing sword
With army large! Oh uttering lie”
Personage great heard words
Wondered roared “So high”.

A character of pearled queen
Such spirit couldn’t be seen

Featly faced with rebellions
Making dominion calm, quiet
Language sweet, short, straight
Reforming ruling hearty millions.

6

Miseries to Her yet mystical to all

To Anandibai, Chandrawat of Udaipur
Subordinate showed at Her call

Such was queen of Indore.

Learned and artisans were held
Her daily act never failed.

Queen as such delighted flown
Having wealth outer-inner
Loving to all Oh refiner

Cater yet living as deity shown.
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A Homage to Devi Ahilya Bai

Dr. N. G. Kale

Born of a humble, rustic parentage,

Ahilya made her way to Royal Lineage,

A girl of eight, wedded to Khande Rao, the brave,
Unknown the path of glory, that led to the grave,

Subedar Malhar Rao, moulded her in his own way,
‘Doulat’ and ‘Khasgi’, she handled in full sway,

Alas! Khande Rao lost his life, in the prime of youth,
‘Don’t end your life’ urged Subedar for sooth,

‘Friend, philosopher and guide’ also left her behind,
Prince Male Rao too, snatched by the Fate Unkind!
The only hope Mukta Bai gave her some solace,
Her little child, Nathyaba prattled in the palace

His blossoming bud also, nipped by a fatal disease,
“Yeshwant Rao followed the son, only woe to increase,
Appeals went in vain, to stop, the Sati Mukta Bai,

All parted one by one, thus bereaved Ahilya Bai!

‘A Negative Capability’ made her firm and strong,
Her thirty years of reign, smoothly sailed, along.
Day and night, her subjects, the ‘Mother’ cared,
Thirsty Oxen, hungry birds and fish she reared,

Well secured her kingdom, Lord Brahma’s Legacy
‘Service to people is Service to God’ was her only policy!
Rulers have come, but stayed long never,

The revered name of AHILYA, will go forever!!
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Mystical Ahilya
Sharad Lalge

1

As Heart, the Colour - hue
Where O hoisted blessed!
Pivot position holding Indore
On highway at Centre placed.

2

How other colours mingled
With National hearty anthem!
Malhar’s flag flapping wings
What O showing aim!

3

Facing it people see what?
Ahilya’s Monochord does stand
How moving feelings of

Hard hearted bastard brand.

4

Placing top at top Palace
High up so face

All passerby pay homage
And fetch admitting solace.

5

Her act of first discerning

Finds in His gifted land

Malhar Rao amazing her forehead
Accepts son’s bride so grand.

6

Raghoba reposing personally knelt
High character so seen better!
In verbal utterance! sages pilgrims
Visit temples thither scattered.
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7

Performing ablation utter name
Devi Ahilya say deity shown
How pearled queen delighted as
Having motherly heart flown!

8

To get pearls made one to dazzle
How could spare other leaving
Holding to step short, sought
Swing sacred goodly thing!

9

Judging shown high intelligence
Money monger in case adoption
Reforming displayed high character
Telling tales of fabled affection.

10

On Ahilya that thou won

Hearts of Millions and shall
Conduct mystical ever living
Rating magnanimous before all.
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The Devi

K. C. Holkar, Indore

Born in the year seventeen twenty five

Was a 'femme' who for the poor would strive
A pious and a very holy lady,

To help the needy she always was ready.

Justice was metted out on equal ground,
Whenever she had the judicial round

She served the Lord in words and deeds
Serving the masses and fulfilling their needs.

Bestowed a blessing, she has on the great city of Indore
Due to which the prices there never soar,

She helped the people when they needed her most
While today for help we have to run from pillar to post.

The tradition of her greatness is preserved by every holy city
And at her anniversary there is fun, frolic and gaiety,

At last she breathed her last in seventeen ninety five

But her memory in our minds will always thrive.

| pay my respects to 'DEVI' through this poem of mine
For her blessing’ and vision, | always will pine!
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Ahilyabai’s Greatness

Deepa Rupsh Kale

Pleasure or pain, for Ahilyabai duty was first,

Her life was busy, from early dawn to midnight,
Devoted to her Gods and the people’s welfare,
While others slept, she kept waking with care.

Her life was holy and character chaste,

Justice Free, Fair and Fast, with no time waste.
She feared the God, the Supreme Almighty,

All her works honest and full of piety.

She ruled in the name of Lord Shiv Shankar,

Built temples, ghats, wells in every corner,

Her motto was ‘Service to people, is service to God’
She protected the innocent and punished the fraud.

Worthy poets and notable writers, she praised,
Cows, fishes and birds she well nourished.
Heaps of misfortunes fell on her head,

Yet she remained calm and a balance held.

She lost many a dear ones and near ones,

But complaints to God, she never made once.

She was well known, even in the Western world,

She was saluted by French Dudernaic and American Boyd.

Sir John Malcolm and Joanna Baillie of London,
All around the globe, they made her - Known.
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