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Government House, Bombay-6
February 18, 1951.

I gladly send my good wishes to Principal S. V. Dandekar,
on the occasion of his retirement from the services of the
S. P. College, Poona, after a long and distinguished career.

Principal Dandekar has a good record of achievements in
many spheres of social service. The shikshan Prasarak
Mandali of Poona, was indeed fortunate in having the services
of this distinguished educationist and well-read scholar for
a long Period. His researches in the teaching of the medieval
Maratha Saints and the cults which they founded, have
helped many to understand the spivitual herritage of the
Deccan. He also deserves commendation for his lucid expo-
sition of the Gita and other Hindu religious texts, which I
understand, has been a labour of love with him for over three
decades. At his invitation in 1948, 1 had the privilege of
addressing Poona Philosophy Union of which he was the
President on ‘the suti-Mystics’.

I wish Principal Dandekar a long life of further usefulness.

sd/-

MAHARAJ SINGH,
Government of Bombay.
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' Ganesh Khind, Poona-7
February 15, 1951.

I have received your letter announcing that Principal S.
V. Dandekar is retiring from the S. P. Mandali and College
in March, 1951. It is grievous news to me; for I cannot
" imaging any one more fitted to bear the yoke of the
principalship of his college and Society than Principal
Dandekar. During the short time I have known him, I have
- formed the hightest conception about his interity, character
and scholarship and also, if I may add, his ascetic detach-
ment. It-is a pity that a person of such high moral and
spirituals qualifications should be compelled to retire under
rules relating to the time of compulsory retirement. 1 do
however, join you and other friends in wishing him a happy
and long life of usefulness in other departments, where
perhaps his special gifts may at present be more needed than
at his college.

(sd) M. R. Jayakar,
Vice-chancellor, University
of Poona.
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Government House Patha,
February 5, 1951.

I am glad you are thinking of giving a reception to
Mr. Dandekar on the eve of his retirement from service in
the college I met him once in my life, though I heard about
him from some friends. I heard much about him as a pro-
fessor and also a student of Indian Philosophy. He is Co-
editor of the book on Mysticism in Maharashtra in the
philosophical series edited by Mr. Ranade. After late Mr.
Pangarkar, Prof. Dandekar is the only educated man, occu-
pying the position of professor of philosophy, who has as-
sociated himself, or even indentified himself with the cult
of devotion. in Maharashtra known as Warkari Panth. It
requires a great deal of cairage and a firm moral conviction
to break away from the normal path. Dandekar, apart from
being a successful teacher, is undoubtedly a source of great
moral inspiration to the boys and his colleagues in the
college. I with him a long life of happiness and comfort, so
that he should pursue his philosophical studies and present
the results to the leaders of Maharashtra who badly stand
in need of guidance from a man of his type. Materialism has
been having a firm grip in verious names over the minds
of these youngmen. Mere preachings of high indeals or
spiritualism or mystical philosophy is not enough to draw
their minds away from the new forces which are influnecing
them. It is persons like Prof. Dandekar, who not only preach
but practise Philosophy in their lives, who can by their
example, create a force that may succeed in counteracting
the effects of modern doctrines. Viewed in this way, Prof.
Dandekar occupies a very important position in the present-
day life of Maharashtra, and it is but proper that those who
are in close contact with him and know him at close quarters
should express their sense of veneration and respect for him
In some tangible form on the eve of his retirement.

(sd) M. S. Aney,
Government of Bihar.
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