


Dr, V. V., Mirashi

Dr. Vasudev Vishou Mirashi, M. A, D Litt
(Bombay), is regarded as one of the foremont
living Indologists. After a beilliant academic
carcer in the University of Bombay, he was
appointed to the Sanskrit chairat the Morris
College, Nagpur, in 1919. He rotirgd as
Principal of the Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya,
Amaravati, in 1950. He worked ss Hon
Professor of Ancient Indian History and
Culture, Nagpur University, from 1957 1o
1966,

Dr. Mirashi’s major works in Engliah, viz,
Inscriptions of the Kakichuri-Chedi Era,
Inscriptions of the Vikatahar and [nserip-
tions of Silihdras, have been published in the
famous Corpus Imucriptionum  Indicarws
Series of the Archacological Department of
the Government of India. Some of his other
works in Enghsh are Swdier in Indology.
Vols. | to IV, Kalidive and Bhavebhin

Dr. Mirashi has received high academic
honours for his learning and resenrch. He
was honoured by the Viceroy of India with
the title of MahimahopidhyGys in 1941 The
Universities of Saugar, Nigpur and Virfpasy
(Sampirpdnanda) awarded their highest
degree of D. LItL, homoriy comve, to him in
1956, 1960 and 1978 respectively. He was
elected General Preudent of the All-ladia
Oriental Conference (1959), the Indian History
Congress (1961) and the Numiumatic Society
of India (1951} He was awarded the tithe
of Padmabhishaga in 1975 He wus
nominated Correspondent to the Archaeo-
logical Survey of lndia in 1971 The Sihitya



THE HISTORY AND INSCRIPTIONS
OF THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE
WESTERN KSHATRAPAS






FirstT Epimion, 1981

© All righis of translation resetved by the Author

Publisher :
m mo
Maharashtra State Board for Literature and Cubture,
Bombay-400 032.

Printer :

The Manager,
Government Press and Book Depot, Nagpur-440 001,



Deddicated to the Memory
of
Dr. Johann Georg Bihler

ar a token of reverence






FOREWORD

gRRigajRegdy PHLAFRIECEIY R
me%mwmm.m mmm."hwmmmmm mmm
Hh M _mmmmﬂmﬁm ,
WMMmamwmwm;m mmmmmwmmnmwm m
ittty Filibd,
Ehiten s bltsenin il
o b L _:
il il
A T n...m._m Fipis |

mmwmmu.m 131 Irals ue.
mwm.mmwmm umm mmmu»mmmm mm mmd

S
HH

34
i

.mhu

.1._

Mm;
w_m

¥ Poelaee. puge VIO,




.wm i m ‘]

.mm
_m mm m m
g £3333 mm mmau

: 52

w

ummm

z
mmm

m,, mm

S. S BARLINGAY.

Chasir v,
State Board for Literature asd Culture,

The 2Ist December 1981,

Mantralays, Bombuy.



PREFACE

Satavihana dynasty is the first known historical
dynasty of Mahdrdshira, famous not only for the
large expanse of its dominion but also for its achieve-
ments in literature, art and architecture. It had, how-
ever, fallen into complete oblivion in the middle ages.
Some Purdpas, no doubt, mention several kings of
this family such as Simuka, Sdtakarpi, Hila, Gautami-
putra, Pulumivi and Yajia-dri, together with their
reign-periods, but, as they call them Andhras, there
was a  persistent  misconception about their original
home. None had a correct conception about the period
of their rule. The Vihira and Chaitya Caves excavated
by them are still extant in Western Mahirishira at
Nisik, Kirle, and Kinheri, but they were supposed
to have been carved by the legendary Pipdavas and
were, therefore, known as ‘Pipdava Caves'. The large
statues of the Buddha in some of them were named
as Dharma, Bhima and Arjuna. The caves contain
several records on their walls, but none could decipher
and interpret them, and nonc attempted to do so.
This state of things changed with the advent of
the British. They had natural curiosity about such
matters. They began to take interest in them soon
after the establishment of their rule in the country.
In 1784, during the time of the Governor General
Warren Hestings, the Asiatic Society of Bengal was
founded which gave a fillip to the study of Indian
antiquitics. Four years later, in 1788, the first volume
of its periodical, the Aviatic Researches, was published.
This had its repercussions in Mahdrishira also. A branch
of the Royal Asiatic Socicty, England, was established in



(v maracs

Bombay for the study of ancient Indian history, literature
and art. Its rescarches began to be published in its
Journal which aroused great interest in Indian antiquities.

The Satavdhana inscriptions which were first brought
to notice were those in the Nipeghidy Caves, about
56 miles north of Poond. In 1837 Sykes drew attention
to them in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society,
Vol. IV, pp. 236 fl. Next year, in 1838, James Prinsep
brought to notice the Junigagh Rock Inscription of
Rudraddman I by publishing its copies in the Jowrnal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. VII. James Bird
first drew attention to the Kinheri Caves near Bombay
in an article published in the Jowrnal of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, Vol. I, pp. 9 . in 1839. He descri-
bed the inscriptions in the Caves in the Historical
Researches in 1847, Thercafter, some scholars like
Stevenson and Brett, Edward and Arthur West publi-
shed eye-copies of inscriptions in several caves  of
Western Mahdiriishira such as those at Nasik, Kirle,
and Kanheri in the Jowrnal of the Bombay Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Society, but they could not decipher
and interpret them. Later, R. G. Bhandarkar, Bhag-
vanlal Indraji and Bihler deciphered and  discussed
many of them. Finally, Senart critically edited, tran-
slated and discussed the inscriptions of the Sdtavibanas
and the Western Kshatrapas at Nasik and Kirle with
excellent facsimiles in the Epigraphia Indica, Vols. Vil
and VIII. Several inscriptions of the Western Kshatra-
pas have been found in Gujardt, Kaghiawid and
Kachchh. They have been critically edited by scholars
like Kielhorn, R. D. Banerji and Sukthankar.

Coins of the Sitavihanas and the Western Ksha-
trapas come to notice from time to time. They too
are reckoned among the reliable sources of ancient
Indian history. They have been studied and published
by several scholars like Bhagvanlal Indraji, Rapson
and A. S. Altekar in the Jowrnal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, the Indian Antiquary and the Jowrmal of the
Numismatic Society of India.
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Inscriptions and coins are the most reliable sources
of our knowledge of ancient Indian history. But they
are published as they are discovered and are not
arranged systematically. In 1877 James Prinsep indicated
the necessity of arranging systematically the available
inscriptional material bearing on ancient Indian history,
and also suggested the name Corpus Inscriptionum
Indicarum for the Series of its Volumes. The first
Volume of it containing the inscriptions of Afoka was
published more than a century ago, in 1877, .by Sir
Alexander Cunningham. Since then it has been re-
edited by Dr. Hultzsch. Some more volumes of the
Series have also been published, viz., Vol. II, Part I
— ( Kharoshthi Inscriptions), ed. by Sten Konow (1929);
Part 1l — Bréhmi Inscriptions of Bhirhwt, ed. by Liders,
Waldschmidt and Mchendale; Vol. Il — Inscriptions of
the Early Gupta Kings and their Successors, first edition
by J. F. Fleet (1888); second ed. by D. R. Bhandarkar
B. Ch. Chhabra and G. S. Gai (1980); Vol. IV — Inscri-
ptions of the Kalachuri-Chedi Era, ¢d. by V. V. Mirashi
(1955); Vol. V-—Inscriptions of the Vikdjakas, ed. by
V. V. Mirashi (1963); Vol. VI-—Inscriptions of the
Sildhdras, od. by V. V. Mirashi (1977).

After completing the Volume of the Silihira
Inscriptions, | took up the work of editing the in-
swriptions and writing a comprehensive history of the
Satavihanas and the Western Kshatrapas. Much of my
time during the last ten ycars was taken up by this work.

There are several problems presented by the history
of these two dynasties. Several scholars have written
on them, advocating different views. It was necessary
solve them before attempting to write the history
of the dynastics. So I first studied those problems and
published my views in research journals to evoke criti-
cism, if any. Thercafter, | took up the work of editing
the and writing the history of the dynasties.

The present volume is divided into two parts—
Part | gives a comprehensive history of the Sdtaviha-
nas and their contemporary Western Kshatrapas., It
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contains not only their political history but gives also
detailed information about their administration, the
religious, social and economic condition in their age
as well as the literature, architecture, sculpture and
painting of the time. Detailed discussions of contro-
versial topics have been relegated to Appendixes, The
next chapter is on coins. It was not possible to inclu-
de coins of all types, but the main varieties of them
have been described and illustrated. The last chapter
is on the language of the inscriptions. It has at the
end a comprehensive glossary of Prakrit words with
their Sanskrit synonyms. The Volume has as many as
30 plates, containing 55 figures illustrating the inscrip-
tions, architecture, sculpture, painting and coinage of
the age. In short, an attempt has been made to give
the reader as complete and clear an idea of the Sata-
vihana age as possible.

Part Il contains all known inscriptions of the
Sdtavihanas and the Western Kshatrapas, numbering
64 in all, and some more of other royal families which
shed welcome light on the history of the age. Their
English translation is given in cach case and various
problems connected with them arc discussed in their
introductory articles,

For the present work I have made full use of the
writings of previous workers in the field to whom my
grateful thanks are due. In editing the inscriptions of
the Sitavihanas and the Western Kshatrapas [ have
derived considerable help from the previous works of
Bhagvanlal Indraji, Biihler and Senart, and also from
Liders” List of Brahmi Inscriptions. In studying coins,
Rapson’s standard work on the coins of the Sdtavi-
hanas and the Western Kshatrapas as well as the
volumes of the Jowrnal of the Numismatic Society of
India have been of invaluable help. Dr. Rasesh Jamin-
dar greatly obliged me by furnishing up-to-date infor-
mation about Kshatrapa records and sending me off-
prints of some of his articles on them. Dr. Margaban-

dhu, Superintending Archacologist, Baroda, kindly
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excellent estampages of the Mewisd stone
inscription (No. 61) which cnabled me to solve the
riddle presented by the controversinl epigraph. 1 am
grateful to Dr. M. A. Mchandale, who, at my request,
went through the Chapter on the language of the
inscriptions and made some important suggestions.

The present Volume is modelled on the lines of
those in lhe Cotpm Inscriptionum Indicarum Series.
As stated before, | have already edited three volumes
in that Series, viz., those of the inscriptions of (1) the
Kalachuris and others, (2) the Vikitakas, and (3) the
Silihdras. These Volumes were first written in English,
and later, they were turned into Marathi or Hindi.
The present Volume was, however, first written in
Marathi, because when | undertook the work I was
not surc that | would live to see it published as |
was then an octogenarian. In fact, before the Marathi
Volume could be completed, | fell ill and had to
undergo a major surgical operation. Fortunately, by
the grace of the Almighty and the skill of the Surgeon
Dr. Ajit Phadake of Bombay, I survived the operation
and could complete the Marathi Volume in 1979. As
I comsider that it contains the correct history of my
pative State of Mahirishira in that age, [ thought of
making it available to a larger circle of scholars in its
English version. | am thankful to the Maharashtra
State Board for Literature and Culture for having
accepted it for publication, and to. its Chairman,
Dr. S. S. Barlingay, for having graced it with his
foreword.

The Marathi Volume was dedicated to the memory
of Dr. Bhagvanlal Indraji, who had taken a leading
part in deciphering and interpreting a large number of
Sétavihana and Kshatrapa inscriptions. I am  now
dedicating the English version of it to another great
savant, Dr. G. Bihler, who has done equally memo-
rable work in the same field, as a token of my deep
mfwhm.!ntheptmt\'olmlhve
included some imscriptions and coins which came to
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notice recently and brought it up to date, | have alo
corrected some misprints which had inadvertently crept
into the Marathi Volume.

For permission to reproduce Plates Nos. 1, 3,
8-18 and 27, I am indebted to the Director General of
"Archacology, Government of India, and for that to
include some others to the Department of Ancient
Indian History, Calcutta University, and the Deccan
College Research Institute, Poona. For permission to
issue the necessary reference books | am obliged to
Prof. W. M. Kalmegh, Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur
University, and Dr. A, M. Shastri, Head of the
Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture and
Archaeology, Nagpur University, | am indebted to
Shri R. B. Alva, Director of Printing and Stationery,
Maharashtra, for taking keen interest in this work and
expediting its printing as much as possible. | am grateful
to Shri L. J. Menesse and Shri M. Y. Mankame, who
successively officiated as Manager of the Government
Press, Nagpur, during the period, and also to their Staff
for the excellent printing of the Volume. 1 have to
thank Shri S. A. Sapre, Retired Director, Printing and
Stationery, Maharashtra, for his valuable help in various
ways.

Maharashtra Day, V. V. MIRASHI
Ist May 1981.
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Fig. 51.—Portrait Coin of livaradatta.
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XXVII Fig. 52 (A).—Vanavisi Stone  Inscription
(Line 1) of Chujukulinanda Sitakarpi
(Right Half). :
Fig. 52(B).—Vanavisi  Stone  Inscription
(Lines 2 and 3) of Chujukulinanda
Sdtakargi (Left Half).
XXVIll Fig. 53.—Daulatpur Stone Inscription of the
Reign of Chashfana : Year 6.
XXIX Fig. 54.—Andhau Stone Inscription of the
Reign of Chashjana : Year II.
XXX Fig. 55.—Mewisd Stone Inscription of the
- Reign of Bhartpiddman : Year 203,
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CORRIGENDA

Incorrect
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XXXVI
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Satakargi
the day §

Vishpunanda
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Year [63)
Svasana
Adkishthd
Amrakaviqaka
Ankishtha
Bhiradvaja

Correct
grains
XXXxXvin
grains
Agiyatapaka
Yajiia Sitakarpi
the day 5 of the
illustrious Svdmi
Gautamiputra
Yajiia Sitakargi
Vishgunandi '
Potin
Omit ( No. II)
Year [6] 3
Savagana
Ankishthi
Amraviitaka
Ankishthi
Bhiradvija
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CHAPTER |
POLITICAL HISTORY
(A) The Sitavihana Dynasty

The Satavihana dynasty is the first known histo-
rical dynasty of Mahdrdshira. Its history has some
special features. We know very little about the history
of Mahdrdshira in the pre-Sitavihana age. Mahdrd-
shira was, no doubt, included in the Empire of Asoka,
but from the great Emperor's cdicts we know only
that the country was then governed by his feudatories
known as the Rathikas, Bhojas and Petenikas. We
have no information even about their names, not to
speak of any events of their reigns. From the time of
the rise of the Sitavihanas we begin to get some
information not only about the political history of
Mahdrdshira but also about the administrative system
of its rulers, the religious, social and economic condi-
tion of the country, its art and architecture, literature
and coinage. Therein lies the importance of this royal
family.

This dynasty s not only the oldest in Mahiri-
shira, it is the foremost in its achievements. The rule of
the Sdtavihanas extended not only over a major part
of the penissula, it spread also to some parts of
Central India for some time. The family continued to
rule for more than four centuries and a half. This is
a much longer period than that of any other ancient
Indian dynasty.

This extruordinary duration of their rule is not,
however, the sole or even the main cause of their
pre-cminence. They gave liberal patronage to religion
and hterature, encouraged art, architecture and sculp-
ture, promoted trade and commerce, and made their

subjects happy and prosperous. When some foreigners
-4
A



[ 2 ] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS

invaded and occupied their country, they fought
bravely with them and drove them out before long.
For all these reasons the age of the Sitavihanas is
unique in the ancient history of Mahdrdshira,

But the sources of the history of this great
dynasty are very meagre. We generally notice that the
older an Indian dynasty is, the scantier are the sources
of its history. As the Sitavihana dynasty is the oldest
known historical dynasty of Mahfrdshira, it s not
surprising that the sources of its history are very
meagre. We have to collect information about it bit
by bit. We have indeed a dynastic list of the Sitava-
hana kings in the Puriipas, but during the last mille-
nium and a half so many interpolations have crept
into it that instead of helping an investigator, it
causes obstacles in his path. Stll, scholars, foreign and
Indian, have, during the last century and a half,
collected patiently and studied critically considerable
material for the history of the Sitavihanas, which,
though not adequate, enables us to state the history
of the family in a broad outline,

The Chronology of the Sitavihanas

The first question which one has to tackle while
outlining the history of any ancient dynasty of India
is that of its chronology. This question has become
very complicated in the case of the Sitavihanas and
various theories about it have been advocated by
scholars.

One main source of the history of the Satavihanas
is the gencalogy of that royal family given by the
Purdipas. But these works are very greatly divided in
that respect. The Viayw, Brohmipda, Bhigavata and
Vishpu Purdpas give the total number of the Andhra,
(i. e. the Sdtavihana) kings as thirty, but mention the
names of only 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24 or 28 of them. On
the other hand, the Matsya Purdpa gives the number
as 19, but actually mentions thirty Kings. There is a

1-B



POLITICAL HISTORY (31

similar diversity in their statements about the total
period of their rule. The Matsya Purdpa states it as
460 years, and the Vdyu as 411, while the Brahmdnda,
Vishpu and Bhdgavata give it as 456 years.! All these
Puriipas give also the reign-period of ecach king, but
they do not agree in that respect also. So the evidence
of the Puriinas in this matter is not reliable. On the
whole, we may take the total number of the Sitavd-
hana kings as thirty, and the total period of their
rule as 460 years.®

If this view is accepted, the Sdtavihanas may have
risen to power in 230 B. C. soon after the death of
Adoka in circa 236 B. C., and may have disappeared
from history in circa A. D. 230. The latter date is
almost certain; for we know from other evidence that
the Mahdkshatrapa livaradatta rose in Western Mahi-
rishira, the Munda king Rashiramahirdja in Vidarbha,
and the Ikshviku king Sintamula in Andhra about
that time.

There is, however, no unanimity among scholars
about the date of the rise of the Satavihanas. R. G.
Bhandarkar,” H. C. Raichaudhuri,* D. C. Sircar® and
some other scholars place that event in the second
quarter of the first century B. C. We state below
the arguments for that view and cxamine them
critically.

Argwment [-—The Puriipas state that Simuka, the
founder of the Andhra (i e. the Sitavihana) dynasty,
will exterminate Sudarman, the last Kipva king, and
rule over the carth. The Kinvas succeeded the Suhigas
and ruled in circa 75-30 B.C. So the Sitavihanas who
succeeded the Kigvas must have risen to power in the
last quarter of the first century B, C.
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Examination — Apart from the statement in the
Puripas, there is no evidence that the Satavihanas
invaded the dominion of the Kipvas, and after
overthrowing them, founded their own kingdom. The
capital of the Kigvas was not at Pitaliputra as is
generally supposed, but at Vididd. Vidida could, indeed,
have been invaded by a Southern king, but he could
not have been the founder of the Satavihana dynasty.
No royal family becomes so powerful immediately
after its rise as to invade a distant country. Vidida
may have been attacked and captured not by Simuka
as stated in the Purdpas, but by one of his successors,
In fact, we have some evidence bearing on this point.
An inscription on the architrave of the South Gate
facing the Great Stapa at Sidchi records a pious gift
of a foreman of King Sitakarpi.' Bihler has shown
on the evidence of palacography that this king must
be identified with Sdtakarni 1, the son of Simuka, who
flourished in the beginning of the second century B.C.?
There is no evidence of the invasion and occupa-
tion of Ceantral India by Simuka.’ The Purinas secem
to have ascribed the invasion of Vididd to Simuka
though it was in fact an achievement of his son
Satakarni L

Argument Il —About fifteen or sixteen names of
the Andhra (/. e¢. the Satvihana) kings appear only in
the dynastic list in the Puripas and nowhere else.
They may be the names of princes belonging to some
minor branches of the family which have been inserted
in the list of the rulers of the main branch. Some
manuscripts of the Matsya Purdpe give the number
of rulers as nincteen, which scems to be correct. They
may have ruled for about three centuries. If the
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Sitavihanas disappeared in circa A. D. 230, their rise
may be placed in circa 70 B. C.

Examination — It is true that some of the names
in the dynastic list in the Purdpas are not known from
any other source. But this does not prove that they did
not rule. It is only an argumentum ex silentio. It is
not reliable. For instance, Apilaka, the eighth king in
the list, was completely unknown till about four
decades ago. In* 1937 his only known coin' was
found at Bilpur on the bank of the Mahdnadi in
Chhattisgadh, which substantiated his inclusion in the
Purdipic list. He is one of the early Sitavihana Kings.
We may in future obtain similar evidence about other
kings as well,

Argument 1Il —The characters of the Nineghdy
inscription of Niganikd, queen of Sitakarpi, appear to
be later than those of the Besnagar pillar inscription
of Heliodorus® (circa 100 B. C.), and ecarlier than
those of the Hathigumphi inscription of Khiravela
(20 B. C.). So Satakarni must be placed in about the
middle of the first cen. B. C. Consequently, the rise
of the Satavihanas cannot be dated as carly as 230
B.C.

Examination — Palacographic evidence is not quite
reliable when the distance in time is not large. It
admits of various interpretations. Biahler has shown
that according to cpigraphical evidence, the Nipe-
ghidg inscriptions may be placed a little, but not much,
later than Adoka’s and Dafaratha’s edicts.’ Besides, it
is not likely that the Brihmi alphabet developed at
the same pace in places far off from one another such
as those in Central India, Kodkan and Kalinga.

Argument IV —From an inscription in Nisik Cave
No. XVIII, we lcarn that it was excavated by Bhaja-
piliki who was a grand-daughter of Mahi-Haku-§ri.*
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The latter is identical with Kumdra Haku-iri, a son
of Satakarpi I, mentioned in a relievo inscription
in the Nineghdt Cave. From the form of the entrance
door-way, the lotus design on the face of the jamb,
the miniature persepolitan pilasters, the rails of the
balustrade flanking the steps and the treatment of the
dvdrapdla, Marshall dated the cave about the

of the Christian era.' Bhajapdlika's grandfather
Sdtakargi could not, therefore, have flourished as carly
as 150 B. C.

Examination —In refuting Marshall’s objection, A. S.
Altekar questioned the identification of Mahi-Haku-4ri
with Kumdra Haku-iri, son of Satakarni, on the ground
that he is not called Rdjen in the inscription of
Bhatapilikd; for Kwumdra Haku-4ri must have come to
the throne in course of time. Hence Marshail’s argu-
ment has no weight.

We do not accept this view. Mahi-Haku-dri s
probably identical with Kumdra Haku-iri, who is named
Sakti-éri in Niganikd's inscription. He must have
succeeded Vedi-éri, his brother, mentioned as the ruler in
Niganiki's inscription. The coins with the legend Raflo
Satasa probably belong to him. He is not called Rdjan
in Bhatapiliki's inscription, because he was not reigning
at the time. However, his high status is indicated by
mahd prefixed to his name. The door-way, the Persi-
politan pilasters, the dvira-pdla etc., no doubt, suggest a
later date, but that is because they were carved at a
later time. This is indicated by the inscription on the
arch of the door-way which records the donation of the
village Dhambhika made by the people of Nasika.®
Bhatapiliki no doubt commenced the excavation of
the cave ; but for some reason, the work scems to have
remained incomplete. Then the people of Nisik came
forward to complete it. They got the frontage of the
cave carved, and also donated the village Dhambhika.

They then recorded their pious gift in their inscription

YCHI, I, p. 6)7. Sea PL VL Fig 1L
CT1, ph. XXV. See PL VUL Fig 1L
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on an arch of the door-way. This later carving may be
dated 50 B. C. on palacographic evidence. It does not

an earlier date for the interior of the cave which
is substantiated by the palacographical evidence of Bhata-
palikd’s inscription incised on two pillars in it

So the view that the Sitavihanas rose to power in
cirea 230 B. C. soon after the death of Asoka is the correct
one. If they ruled for 460 years, their fall must have
occurred about A. D. 230. And this is what we find
from the rise of several new States about that time in the
different parts of South India previously comprised in
the kingdom of the Sitavihanas.

Within a short period of fifty years after the death
of Adoka his vast empire crumbled to pieces and several
small States rose to power in the different parts of India.
The Sudga Semdpari Pushyamitra exterminated the last
Maurya king Brihadratha and usurped power in Magadha.
Mahimeghavihana declared his independence in Kalinga.
The Rathikas, Bhojakas and Petenikas who were ruling
in Mahdrishira could not have remained quiet in that
period. One of them, Sitavihana by name, declared his
independence and struck copper and lead coins in his
own name. These coins have been found over a wide area
such as Hyderibdd in Andhra,' Akold in Vidarbha?
and Newisd in Western Mahirishira,” both on the
ground and in excavations. They have the figure of an
clephant with the trunk uplifted and the legend Raito siri-
Sddavihanasa (This coin is of the illustrious king Séta-
vihana) on the obverse, and the Ujjain symbol on the
reverse.*

Sitavihana was the progenitor of this family. Just as
the descendants of King Gupta became known by the
dynastic name Gupta, so the successors of this king Séta-
vihana came to be known by his name.”> This dynastic
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name occurs first in the Nisik Cave inscription of Krishpa,
one of the carly kings of the family.

According to some scholars, these coins are not of the
progenitor of the family but of a later king who is called
Kumdra Sitaviihana in a relievo inscription in the Nineghéy
Cave. But this view has no basis. This Kumdra Sitavahana
was evidently a son of Queen Niganiki. But as his name
does not occur in her large inscription incised long after
in the same cave when she had become very old, though
it names her two other sons, it scems that he had pre-
deceased her, and never came to the throne. No other
king of this name is known. So these coins must be
referred to the founder of the family,

The political situation prevailing then must have been
favourable for his rise to power. We learn from Adoka's
edicts that he had stopped the slaughter of animals even in
his own kitchen,' and made it punishable throughout
his realm. An inscription found at Deotek in the Chindi
District of Vidarbha, which was probably incised by
ASoka's Dharmamahdmdtra, proclaims the order of his
Svdmi (Asoka) that whoever would capture and slaughter
(any animals ) would receive condign punishment.’ As
people in ancient times had faith in the Vedic sacrifices
involving the killing of animals, this order must have been
felt obnoxious. So it is not surprising that when the central
power became weak after the death of Afoka, the people
rose in revolt and helped ambitious men to declare their
independence and to establish small states in the different
parts of the country. This inference is substantiated by the
fact that these founders of new states performed Vedic
sacrifices soon alter their rise to power. Thus, Pushyamitra
Sufiga performed two Aévamedha sacrifices as stated in
a stone inscription of one of his successors.” Satavihaoa's
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successor in the third or fourth generation performed
two A$vamedhas and one Rijasiya but also
than fificen other Vedic sacrifices,' and thereby
prestige to the Vedic religion. This situation
led in the beginning of the second century B. C.
the Sdtavihanas established themselves. We have
evidence to date it about the middle of the first century

L o
The Original Home of the Sitavihanas

1
ig

i

Before we proceed to state the political history of
the dynasty, we must settle the question of its home country.
This matter has become very controversial. The Puriipas
call this dynasty Andhra. So all carly historians such
as R. G. Bhandarkar,” Bihler,” Rapson* and Vincent
Smith® belicved that the Satavihanas had their original
home in the Andhra country. But if this view is accepted,
we shall have to suppose that within one or two generations
after their rise in Andhra they spread their power as far
west as Konkan on the Western coast. This appears extreme-
ly incredible. The carly inscriptions and coins of this family
have been found not in Andhra but in Western Maha-
rishira including Kodkao. R. G. Bhandarkar read Dhana-
kotaka in a Nisik Cave inscription and, on the basis of it,
inferred that the carly Sitaviihanas had their capital at
the place now known as Dharapikof in Andhra;* but
as Senart has shown, the correct reading there is Bepdkayaka,
which, as we have shown clsewhere, is the region round
Pauni on the bank of the Veni (or the Vaingangd) in the
Bhapdird District of Vidarbha. Vincent Smith identified
the capital of the Andhras (i. ¢. the Sidtavihanas) with
Srikikulam® in the Andhra Pradesh, but the evidence
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for it is as late as the cleventh century A. D. So it is not
reliable. We have several inscriptions connected with the
Great Stopa at Amarivati in Andhra, but none of them
mentions any carly Sitavihana king. On the other hand,
we get references to other rulers of Andhra in the records
of the early period. For instance, we have, in an inscription
from Bhattiprolu in Andhra, mention of King Kubiraka,'
who, on the evidence of palacography, scems to have
flourished not long after Adoka. He was not of the Sita-
vihana family. In the Hathigumphd inscription King
Khiravela, who flourished in circa 150 1o 135 B. C., is
said to have devastated the city of Pithunda, and defeated
the confederacy of Tramira kings.® If the Sétavihanas
had been ruling in Andhra in that period, he would have
mentioned them in that connection. He does not do so,
So it is quite certain that the Sitavihanas were not ruling
in the Godivari-Krishnd region in that age.

Some years ago, V. S. Sukthankar published an
inscription of the Sitavihana king Pulumivi found at
Macdoni in the Belliri District of Karndjaka.® It men-
tioned Sdtavihanihira (the territorial division of the
Sétaviihanas), from which he inferred that the Satavihanas
originally hailed from that region. But the inference does
not seem valid ; for that district has no other antiquities
of the Sitavihana age. This Puluméivi was the last king of
the Sdtavihana dynasty. When his power spread to that
region at the end of the Sitavihana period, it seems to
have been so designated in order to distinguish it from
other neighbouring territories. We have another similar
territorial designation, viz., Sitihanirajtha mentioned in
the later Hirahadagalli plates of the Pallava king Siva-
skandavarman.* As no carly inscriptions or coins of
the Sitavihanas have been found in that region, Sukthan-
kar's theory that the Sitavihanas originally hailed from
there cannot be accepted. In fact, Sukthankar himself
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gave it up and in his later writings strongly advocated
the view that the Sitavihanas had their original home in
Western Mahdrishira.

Recently Gopalachari has put forward a novel theory
about the home of the Sitavihanas.' He drew attention
to the following verse which occurs in the Purdpas about
the rise of the Andhras (/. e., the Sitavihanas) .—*

wert wife afeees
wafarn af amr )

frpet gremamita:
sreratal wpaTy 1)

This verse states that Siduka (properly, Simuka),
the progenitor of the dynasty, was of the Andhra race.
From this, Gopalachari inferred that Simuka, who was
probably a provincial Governor in Mahiirishira, originally
hailed from the Andhra country. This view, though not
inherently impossible, has no shred of evidence to support
it. Had this been true, the Sitavihanas would have stated
their Andhra origin somewhere in their records. They
do not do so anywhere.

More than 75 per cent of the inscriptions of the
Satavihanas have been found in Western Mahdrishira
including Kodkan. Again, these include all their early
inscriptions.  Their carly coins also have been found
mostly in that region. The carliest references to them
point to this very home of the family. For instance, the
Hithigumphd inscription® states that Khéravela, the king
of Kalitga (Orissa), not minding Sitakarpi, sent his
four-membered army consisting of eclephants, horses,
chariots and foot-soldiers westward in his second regnal
year, and when it reached Kanha-beppd (i. e. the
Vaingatigd), it struck terror in the hearts of the people
of Asikanagara (the capital of the Rishnika country
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or Khindesh). Had Sidtakarpi been ruling over the
Andhra country, Khiravela would have sent the invading
army not westward but southward. This clearly indicates
that his contemporary Sitakarni | was ruling in Mahi-
rishira, not in Andhra. His coins have been found at
Pauni in the Bhandird District in Vidarbha.'

Jain literature mentions Pratishthina ( modern Paithag
in the Marithvidd Division) as the capital of the carly
- Sitavahana king Saktikumira.” Prolemy (¢. A. D. 140)
says that Pulumiivi was ruling from the same city.’ All
this evidence goes to prove that Western Mahdrishira
was the home of the Sitavihanas,

But then the question arises, 'How arc these kings
called Andhra 7' This question is not difficult to answer,
The dynastic lists in the Puripas appear to have been
prepared in circa A. D. 320 for they do not contain any
reference to later dynastics or kings. We have seen above
that the Sdtavihanas fell in circa A. D. 230. At that time,
the centre of Sitavihana power was in Andhra. An inscrip-
tion of Gautamiputra Vijaya Sitakargi, one of the later
kings of the dynasty, has been found at Nagirjunakond
in the Andhra country.* It shows that he had founded
a city named Vijayapuri (now known as Nigirjunakond),
which he made his capital. His coins have not been found
anywhere in Western Mahdrdshira.’ The latter country
was then under the rule of Chujukula Sitakarni. It is not,
therefore, surprising that the dynastic lists in the Puripas
which were prepared in this later period, call the Sata-
vihanas as Andhras. No other evidence shows that they
originally hailed from the Andhra country. Hence there is
absolutely no doubt that the Sitavihanas had the original
home in Western Mahdirishira,

Before the discovery of the coins of Sitavihana, the
progenitor of the family, scholars had made various
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conjectures about the origin of the dynastic name. Some
explained it as originating in the gifts of conveyances
(wihanas) made by these kings to other people, while others
traced it to such gifts made by others to them. Some others
thought that the dynastic name was a corrupt form of
saptavdhana (the Sun), and traced its origin to that god
being their tutelary deity. But this is not supported by the
evidence of their own inscriptions. The Kathdsaritsdgara
gives the fantastic story that a Yaksha named Sita used to
assume the form of a lion and carry about the son of a
sage on his back.* From this that boy came to be known
as Sitavihana. These and other similar stories have no
basis whatsoever. They are purely imaginary. From some
recently discovered coins, we have come to know that
Satavihana was the name of an ancient king, whatever
may be the etymology of it. It was borne by his descendants
Just as the descendants of King Gupta became known as
the Guptas. Its Prakrit form was Sildhapa,” which was
later Sanskritised as Salivihana. The current notion that
Silivihana started the era of A. D. 78 is, however,
completely baseless as shown later.

The Sdtavihanas were Brihmanas by caste. In a Nasik
Cave inscription of Pujumivi, his father Gautamiputra is
described as eka-bamhapa (2 unique Brihmana), and kha-
tiyadapa-ména-damana (the subduer of the arrogance and
pride of the Kshatrivas).* As a son of Brihmapa Munda
did in a subsequent period, this Brihmapa Sitavihana
changed his ladle for a sword when there was confusion
and chaos in the country after the death of Ajoka, and
established peace and order in the Deccan. Though the
Sitavihanas were themselves Aryas and belonged to the
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Brahmana caste, they married Niga and even Saka women
without inhibition. Thus we find that Sdtakargi | married
a Niga princess named Niganikd, who was a strong adhe-
rent of the Vedic religion. Later, his descendant Vasishthi-
putra Sdtakarpi married a daughter of the Western Saka
Kshatrapa Rudradiman L' In that age, Hinduism had
a catholic outlook and freely admitted the Sakas, Yavanas
and Pahlavas to its fold.

The names of several Sitavihana kings contain mention
of the gotras of their mothers such as Gautamiputra Sita-
karpi, Visishthiputra Pulumivi and Gautamiputra Yajia
Sdtakarpi. From them some scholars have inferred that
the matriarchal system was in vogue among the Sita-
vihanas. Others see in them evidence of cross-cousin
marriages. Gopalachari has remarked that these metro-
nymics were not originally current among the Sitavihanas,
They came into vogue in later times and then spread among
the Ikshviiku, Abhira and other royal familics when they
began to have matrimonial relations with the Sitavihanas,
But the custom of naming a male child after his mother
is very ancient. For instance, Krishoa is called Devakiputra
in an Upanishad. As a matter of fact, metronymics were
current not only among the princely families, they were
common among ordinary people also. They are noticed
not only in the inscriptions of the south, but also in those
of the north. See, ¢. g. the names Mogaliputa and Kosikiputa
in Safichi inscriptions’, and Vachhi-putra in a Pitalkhord

ph.* We cannot also say that they were not current
among the Early Sitavihanas ; for very few records of
those Sdtavihanas have been discovered so far.

The Evidence of the Purigas
Before commencing the history of the Sitavihanas,

we must clarify one or two matters. The Puriigas give the
names of from seventern to thirty kings, but there is no
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POLITICAL HISTORY [15]

unanimity among them. In some cases their evidence runs
counter to the stronger testimony of contemporary inscrip-
tions, For instance, the Puripas mention Pa

and Skandhastambhi as the successors of Sitakarpi I,!
but we learn from the Nineghfy inscription of Naganika?
that Sitakarpi was followed by his cldest son Vedi-§r,
while his other son Sakti-iri was probably acting as Yuva-
rija. Purpotsafnga and Skandhastambhi are mentioned
nowhere. Again, there is no unanimity in respect of the
reign-periods of the kings mentioned in the different
Purigas. In some cases, they are disproved by the
contemporary cvidence of inscriptions. For instance, the
Puriipas state that Gautamiputra Sdtakarni ruled for
twenty-one years,” while one of his inscriptions in the
Nisik Caves is dated in his twenty-fourth regnal year.*
Again, the Purinas assign only five years to the reign of
Hila, which appecars very unlikely in view of his
multifarious literary activity. In a few cases, no regnal
period is mentioned at all. On the other hand, some
Sitavihana kings such as Kaudikiputra Satakarpi,
Karpa Satakarpi, and Kumbha Sitakarni are known
from their coins,” but their names are not given in the
Puripic lists. All this will show how weak is the evidence
of the Purigic lists in regard to the history of the
Sdtavihanas, It is not regarded as fully reliable unless
it is corroborated by some other evidence.

The Puripas state that Sindhuka or SiSuka was
the founder of the Andhra (Sitavihana) dynasty. His
correct name Simuka (Srimukha) occurs in a relievo
inscription in the Niogeghit Cave.® He is called
Simuka Satavihana therein. His brother Krishpa is
described in a Nisik Cave inscription as belonging to
the Sitavihana family ( Sdravdhana-kule Kanhe rdjfini).?
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[16] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS

Altekar thought that these two were uterine brothers
and were the sons of Sitavihana.' Had this been
the case, the wording in the aforementioned Nisik
inscription would have been Sdravdhana-pute Kanhe
rdjini. The relievo inscription Simuka Sdtavihano also
means ‘Simuka, a descendant of Sitavihana.' So Simuka
and Krishpa were probably not the direct sons of
Sitaviihana, but were separated frora him by one or
two generations.

Sitaviihana, the Progenitor of the Family

' Though the Purinas state that Simuka was the
founder of the Andhra (/. e. Sitavihana) family, he
was only a descendant of Sitavibana, The latter was
the real progenitor of the dynasty. As shown before,
he rose to power in circa 230 B. C. soon after the-
death of Adoka. His kingdom must have been small
at first; but when it grew in cxpanse in course of
time, his descendants took pride in saying that they were
born in his family. As stated before, his coins have
been found in Vidarbha, Western Mahirdshira and
Mariithwiidi. Some scholars object to this attribution
on the ground that such coins bearing a royal name
were not current in the country as carly as 230 B. C.#
They would ascribe them to a later king of that name
whose statue with the label Kwmdro Sdtvikane was
carved in the Nipeghit Cave. This objection has no
weight. None would have believed some fifty years ago
that the Sitavihanas issued silver coins as early as
150 B.C.Yet, we have now a joint silver coin of
Sitakarpi | and Niganiki.® The same is the case of
the coins bearing royal names. Bewdes, no other king
of the name Sitavihana is known to history. Kiedrg
Sitavihana of the relievo inscription probably did not
come to the throne as shown below.
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POLITICAL HISTORY (17]
Simuka Satavihana

Simuka, the first Sdtavihana king mentioned in
the Purdnas, flourished one or two genecrations after
the aforementioned progenitor. His date can be fixed
approximately as 200 B. C. The dynastic lists in the
Purfipas commence with his name probably because
he extended his rule far and wide, and brought
prestige to the family. His description which occurred
in the beginning of the inscription of Niganikd in the
Nineghdi Cave is now sadly mutilated, but even from
the remaining fragments we learn that he was a brave
and invincible warrior and bore the title of Dakshipd-
pathapati (the Lord of the Daccan).'! He seems,
therefore, to have brought a large part of the penin-
sula under his rule. This is also corroborated by the
recent finds of his coins. As he was the earliest
powerful king of this dynasty, the dynastic lists in
the Puripas commence with his name. Copper and
Potin coins of Simuka have recently been found at
the village Kapporopet, in the Karimnagar district of
Andhra.* They have on the obverse the figure of an
clephant with the trunk uplifted or hanging down, and
on the reverse the Ujain symbol with a svastika,
and the triangular standard. The complete legend on
the obverse scems to have been Railo Chhimuka
Saddavdhanasa. In the Dravidian languages sa is changed
to cha or chha. For instance, the name of the lkshviku
king Sintamdla appears as Chintamala in the inscrip-
tions of the family. As Simuka had the title of
Dakshipipathapati, it s no wonder that his coins
should be found in the Karimnagar District of Andhra.
m d:‘ not show that Andhra was the original

the Sitavihanas as supposed some
scholars. K

We have no definite information about the loca-

tion of the Sitavihana capital in this period. The
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Lr];ﬂ] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS

earliest inscriptions of the Sidtavihanas have been
discovered in the Junnar—Nisik region. So it is not
unlikely that their capital was situated in this part of
the Deccan. There is some evidence to suppose that
Nahapiina, who defeated the Sitavihanas and occupied
the Poona-Nisik part of their kingdom, ruled from
Junnar.' It is, therefore, not unlikely that the Early
Sdtavdhanas also ruled from the same place. When
Nahapina ousted them from there, they appear
to have shifted their capital to Pratishthina.*
Otherwise, Niganikid's large inscription would have
been incised in a cave near Aurangibid instead of
at Nigeghdy near Junnar. It is noteworthy that their
earliest silver coin probably issued on the occasion of
the performance of an Advamedha has been found at
Junnar,

Simuka was succeeded by his brother Kyishpa.
An inscription of his time has been discovered in the
oldest cave at Nisik,” and records that the cave was
excavated by a Mahimdira named Samaga.' The
Mahdmdtras were high officials. Those in charge of
religious affairs were called Dharma- Mahdmdtras. They
are mentioned in the edicts of Asoka. These officers
are not noticed in later records.’

The Statue Gallery at Nigeghit

Krishpa was succeeded by Sitakarpi I How the
latter was related to him has become a matter of
controvercy. The Puripas state that Sitakarpi was a
son of Kypishpa.* But had it been so, the latter’s




statue would have been carved in the Statue Gallery
of Nipeghdy. The following statues were carved
there' (1) The illustrious King Simuka Sdtavihana;
(2) Queen Niganikd and the illustrious King Sdtakarni;
(3) Kumdra Bhiya(la); (4) (Name lost). (This statue
was probably of Kwndra Vedi-iri, who later ascended
the throne after his father Sdtakarpi as mentioned
in Niganikid's inscription.) (5) Mahdrathi Tranakayira;
(6) Kumdra Haku-iri; (7) Kumira Sitavihana. This list of
statugs does not contain the name of Krishpa, If he
had been the father of Siatakarni, his statue would
certainly have been carved there instead of that of
Simuka. So Satakarpi was not the son of Krishpa,
but of Simuka. Sdtakarni may have been a minor at
the time of his father Simuka's death. So Krishpa
may have succeeded the latter. Perhaps, like Chilukya
Mangaleda and Yiddava Mahiideva, he may have had
hostile relations with his nephew Sdtakarpi, and so his
statue was not included in the Gallery. Whatever the
reason may be, the omission of his statue from the
Gallery clearly shows that Sitakarni was not the son
of Krishoa as stated in the Puripas, but of Simuka.
This Statue Gallery has confounded scholars. The
central figures in it are Sitakarpi and Niganiki. Others
figure thercin because of their relation with them.
Simuka was the father of Sitakarpi. Katare's suggestion?
that Niganiki's statue s carved before that of
Satakargi because she was his mother cannot be
accepted. Her statue is carved first there because of
her prestige in the family. This is clearly shown cven
by the large Nigeghdt inscription. We have now a
joint coin of her and her husband Siatakarpi, which
leaves no doubt in the matter.* That coin has Raiio
siri-Sdtakapisa above, and in a rectangle below a
horizontal line, Ndganikdya on the obverse, together
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[20] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS

with what appears like the figure of a horse on the
left. This is the only Sdtavihana coin which has the
name of a queen on it. This shows her prestigious
position in the family at the time.

The Gallery had probably the statues of Kumdra
Bhiyala, who scems to have been the cldest son of
Sdtakarpi, and onc other person, whose name is now
lost, but who was probably Kumdra Vedi-iri, who later
succeeded his father Sdtakarpi and was ruling when
the large inscription in the Nigeghdy Cave was incised.
Then there was the statue of Mahdraghi Tranakayira,
who was probably the father of Niganikd. His descrip-
tion in the large inscription is now almost completely
lost, but from the remaining fragments he seems to
have been described therein as a scion of the Angiya
family, an eminent warrior on the carth surrounded
by the oceans, and a Mahdrahi. His statue was in-
cluded in the Gallery as he was the father of Niganika.
Thereafter there were two more statues—one of Kumdra
Haku-éri, and the other of Kwmdra Sitavibana. They
were both probably the sons of Niganikd.'

Why are not all the sons of Niganiki mentioned
together 7 Why have they been divided into two
groups ? This has been a confounding riddle. But it
is not difficult to resolve it. It secems that these statues
of the four sons of Niganiki were not all carved at
one and the same time. The first six statues, vz,
those of Simuka, Niganikd and Satakargi, Bhiyala,
Vedi-éri and Tranakayira were carved in the first
instance in the carly part of the reign of Satakargi.
Later, Niganiki had two more sons, wviz. Hakudri
and Sitavihana, whose statues also were carved in
due course. After considerable time when Vedi-del
succeeded his father and Niganiki became very old,
the large inscription at Nipeghif was incised.” At
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POLITICAL HISTORY [21]

that time, only two of her sons, viz., the ruling king
Vedi-iri and his younger brother Sakti-éri (identical
with Kwmdra Haku-iri of a relievo inscription) were
living, and so their names occur in the large inscrip-
tion. The other two are not mentioned therein probably
because they were dead at the time.

Sitakargi 1

Sitakarni was a powerful king. The large Naipe-
ghidt inscription contained his description, but nearly
the whole of it is now lost, only the words mahato
maha- being left. They show that he was reckoned
among great persons, His greatness can also be
ascertained from some events of his reign.

As his father Simuka had spread his rule over a
major part of the Deccan and assumed the title of
Dakshindpathapati, Satakarpi  resolved to extend his
kingdom in North India. The Sungas had then a
fairly large empire north of the Narmadd. Their
capital had been shifted from Pigaliputra to Vidisd in
Central India. So the Greek king Antiacidas sent his
ambassador not to Pajaliputra but to Vidisd, as
evidenced by his pillar inscription at the place.!
Sdtakarpi seems to have invaded Vidisd and occupied
it for some time. This is shown by the inscription on
an architrave of the Great Stipa at Sadnchi. Visishhi-
putra Ananda who got it incised describes himself
thercin as an Avefanika (foreman) of King Sitakarpi.?
This invasion scems to have struck a blow to the
prestige of the Sufigas and paved the way for the rise
of the Kipvas. The mention in the Puriipas that
Simuka rose to power after overthrowing the Kigpvas
is probably reminiscent of this invasion by Sitakarpi.

Satakarni himselfl had to face an invasion of his
kingdom by an enemy. The Hithigumphd Cave

JBBRAS, XU, p 104
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[ 22 ] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAFAS

inscription tells us that Khiravela, King of Kalifiga
(Orissa), in the second year of his reign, sent his
four-membered army to the west, not minding Sita-
karpi, and when it reached the Kanha-bennd, It
struck terror in the hearts of the people dwelling in
the capital of the Rishika country.' This invasion has
not bzen correctly interpreted. Some scholars identify
Kanhabeppd with the Kpishod, and reading Muwsike
nagara in place of Asika-nagera, they take the passage
to mean that when Khiravela's army reached the
Krishnd, it frightened the people of Maski in the
Raichur District. This interpretation of the passage
is erroncous. For reaching the river Krishpd, Khira-
vela's army would have been required to march south,
not .west, because that river flows south of Kalifga.
Besides, the correct reading in the passage s Asiko-
nagara, not Musika-nagara. Asika (Sanskrit, Rishika)
was the ancient name of Khindesh.* The latter
country lies west of Kalinga.

So Khiravela's army, marching west, reached the
river Kanhabepnid or the Vaingahgi. Pauni on that
river was then the capital of Vidarbha. It was in the
occupation of Sitakarpi, whose coins have been found
there in recent excavations.” This invasion of Vidar-
bha naturally frightened the people of Asika (i e
Rishika, modern Khindesh), which bordered Vidarbha
on the West. This is the correct interpretation of this
invasion of Khiravela.

Khiravela's army scems to have met with strong
opposition near Pauni and had to turn back. Had it
scored any victory, it would surely bave been men-
tioned in the Hithigumphd inscription. Sitakargi seems
to have rushed to oppose the army when he heard of
the invasion, and successfully turned it back. Two
years later, Khiravela again seat his army fo invade
the country, but this time he avoided confrontation
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with the Satavihana king. He captured some Rathikas
and Bhojakas and compelled them to bow to his
feet.' He does not seem to have made any territorial
gain by these invasions.

Satakarni was as religious-minded as he was brave.
He performed several Vedic sacrifices and made gifis
of thousands of cows, hundreds of horses, clephants,
garments, Adrshdpapa coins and heaps of grains to
Brihmapas, servants and others.® The Nineghi
inscription of his queen Naiganikd is now very sadly
mutilated, but even in its present fragmentary state,
it mentions the following sacrifices — two Asvamedhas,
Rijastiya, Anvirambhaniya, Angiirika, Bhagaladadaritra,
Gargatriratrd, Aptoryima, Angirasimayana, Satdtiritra,
Ahgirasatriritra, and Chhandomapavaminatriritra. In
this he received the co-operation and support of his pious
queen Niganikd, She was adept in the initiatory and
other rites, and had full faith in them. Satakarpi
performed two Advamedhas and thercby established
his supremacy in the country. His rule in Central
India does not scem to have lasted long. But he
acquired great fame as a brave and pious king. He
issued some silver coins to commemorate his perfor-
mance of the Advamedha sacrifices. They are the
oldest Indian coins of that type. They have his own
and his queen’s name and the figure of a horse indi-
cative of the Advamedha on the obverse. Besides
these, he also issued potin and lead coins of different
types. Some of them have the figure of a horse and
some that of a bull with the legend Raflo siri-Sdtakapisa
on their obverse and the Upain symbol on the
reverse.*

As Sitavihana was the progenitor of this family,
it becume known as Sdravdhana-Awle (Sdtavihana
family). but after Satakarpi, the family came to be
designated by his name, individual kings adding their
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[24] THE SATAVAHANAS AND THE WESTERN KSHATRAPAS

proper names to it. So we have Gautamiputra Sdta-
karpi, Visishthiputra Satakarpi, Skanda Satakarni,
Yajila Satakarpi, Kumbha Sdtakarpi and so on. Here-
after, the family became famous as Sdrakarpi-kula, the
previous designation, viz., Sdtavdhana-kula, having been
superceded. '

The Purdnas assign a reign-period of only ten
years to this Sdtakarpi; but this is incredible. Fifteen
or sixteen sacrifices including two Asvamedhas and
one Rijasiya could not have been performed in the
short period of ten years. The Purinic statement here
as in several other places seems erroncous.,

The Successors of Sidtakarpi

The Puridipas say that Satakarni was succeeded by
Parpotsanga, who ruled for cighteen years; but from
the Ninpeghdt inscription of Niganikd it seems that
his son Vedi-iri was his successor. In the large Nipe-
ghdy inscription which was incised in his reign, his
regnal year, season, fortnight and tithi were recorded
in accordance with the custom of those days, but
that part of it is now completely lost. However, the
inscription in its preserved fragments describes him as
one who performed several charitable works, fulfilled
the desires of suppliants and bestowed wealth on
them.

Niganiki, his mother, had become very old during
his reign, but she had not cven then discontinued
the performance of sacrifices. She s said to have
herself (svayam) performed several sacrifices after her
husband's death, of course, through her family priest.
They were mentioned together with the specification of
the dakshipd in the form of cows etc. in lines 17 to
20 of her Nipeghdf inscription, but that part of the
record is now considerably mutilated. Still, the names
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POLITICAL HISTORY [25]

of the following sacrifices can be made out— Angira-
simayana, Trayodadaritra and Dasariitra.

Bahler,' Rapson® and several other scholars
believed that when the large inscription in Nipeghdy
was incised, Niganikd was acting as Regent for her
son Vedi-dri. This belief was based on the expression
Namo Kumdravarasa Vedi-sirisa in the first line of it.
But it is incorrect. The expression means * Obeisance to
[Kirttikeya), the best of the Kumiras.® Vedi-éri is
next described as Rdjen. Later, in the fourth line, he
s referred to as deva (the reigning king). So he was
undoubtedly himself ruling at the time.

Niganikd had become very old and decrepit when
the Nipeghdt inscription was incised. Her sons Bhi-
yala and Sitavihana had predeccased her. These cala-
mities must have produced indifference to  worldly
affairs in her naturally religious mind. She is thus
described in the Nipeghdt inscription —* She fasts for a
month at a time; she leads the life of a female
hermit in her home. she is extremely self-controlied
and is adept in the performance of initiatory rites,
vows and sacrifices.’ In short, she was implicitly
following the precepts of the Smritis for the conduct
of a widow. The Manusmyiti says*—

woitrrrrwewrren frmr et )
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Her life was exactly as laid down by Manu in this
verse. In fact, some of the expressions used in her
inscription scem  to have been suggested by the verse
cited above. This queen, who led a restrained life
and spent her days in the performance of religious
rites and the observance of vows, is hardly likely to
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