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Mr. Diwakar that, I am one with him so far as he aims at the
elimination of this poison from the Hindu Saclety, ... In the
year 1927, I married out of caste and at considerable sacrifice
-+++... elimination of caste distinctions must come about out of the
development of the society and merely compulsory primary
education will not do ....... Inter-caste marriages will start in right
earnest ..... My friend is talking about non-mention of caste only
in Government records and for purposes of services ...... My friend
has not studied the subject and he is not the representative to
represent everybody and every interest of this country. Those
people who are shouting against it today, they are the creators of

caste.’
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1 2, AR SASH UM F1 “Their welfare will be attended
to under entries 21 and 24 of the provincial list as I have already
explained.’
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1 would not have minded if we had given some place to the
noblest religion on earth-namely the Hindu religion, and even if
we wanted that the constitution should remain secular, even if
we had declared that this shall be a Hindu state, [ have not the
slightest doubt that the constitution would have remained as
secular as we wanted it to be, because there is no religion on

earth which is more secular in character than Hinduism.” (31)
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‘This parliamentary democracy is esscnllaliy meant for
maintaining the status quo.....we want to keep the various layers
of society where they were....this constitution does not last long,
because it does not answer the aspirations of the man in the
street at the present time’ (31)
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‘If the present constitution is worked in the right spirit, if the
adult franchise makes a difference and we get the right people
from the common and average men as their representatives, then
alone will it be possible for the people to receive that benefit which

they are aspiring for." (32)
WHTREE Wo FUIYET=A AT fAUFTET SIRA 1S ST T4
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AYA-T ST STH Ared B o FHHE HEATH Y g
SR, AR F3 Frergvpes wfskan 7 forelt faararéar waten wem A o,
TSt TS Yo AR STeg] T4l 34 i 41 SUTaedl Sgded e
FIS[E! T WA SR Svia et fahan weamomaed i
WHTUT Stel Al Fia et SeTaeld Ut @it Jeer el T dea
BN QYR T FOAT T il qahia ershyfariemrTs
WSO T SR 30, TN ST 3FAe O T T -TorSsi= . g0
T SUT TealTHE Sel SR S T e STefi e
THSTO! F HAHR T4 01 € HAfehal . cehless Sieqey Tan
e T ATt e U wRuTd WrSERar fidi
T A 1 A B Bret T frafela w1 e wwifmaven
e H SR feell. WIHaTeari=aT Ha TETe Thicel TTLF 90 ER At
TN e et SR, A FeordTa-

‘It was he (Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel) who brought about
homogeneity in the subcontinent of India by liquidation of all the
states. Then the minorities and the various other impediments in
the working of a proper democracy has also been removed largely
by his wisdom, by his prudence and by his tactful handling than
that of anybody else. So from that point of view we have achieved
a great deal. In giving adult franchise, in abolishing all special
interests and feprescntations, in abolishing the states and in also
liquidating many of the vested interests, we have certainly
advanced a great deal..’ (33)

AR G901 9 dYar &1 e TEiek WISaeas faur Wy
ST, Tk fepvier Yererd! JuareAn e fEraREviAr an e
TS ST R s o fewam, Srer 3 womr-

...'There are only very insignificant proportions of our people
who have got either the wealth or the education or the various
good things in life. The generality of the people are destitute, are
ill-fed, their health is very little cared for. Therefore, the handicaps
and the suffering of the people like the scheduled castes, and
Scheduled tribes are also, in a large measure, shared by vast
communities which are in the Hindu fold itself. That being so, I
would say that it would be very desirable that the sympathy which
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we show towards the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes
should also, in a measure be extended to these people who have
yet to see any benefits aécruing from the freedom that we have
achieved and the more sympathy we show the better will it be for
the homogeneity of the Indian Society ....." (35)

e 1 YA T S AT W i wfed st
W AT S 3T, 7 e snfor st stderdier s
T ST ST, A e i SR WV Ted I AT e
R, WA WO SM0e 9ol 9 shedd el il /Il 3R ...

‘However illiterate the Indian masses may be, they are in no
sense unwise. The average Indian knows what he is doing; he
has known what he has done and he will know what to do in the
future if people in whom he declared his faith are found wanting....'
(115)

AT TAF e ¥ SFeEHR e Tifest 9 Saned @l w6
I AL Ha el Tl Tifes) ST STE A HLd-

‘Bill should go before the people and they should be in a position
to say whether this is a proper and adequate measure and give
their opinion about the funds also...." (108)

o i frag feeea wfafdi= gu s=ffics s wfes @
i STaferd AEY. e Yok faraTE et S TFHel al =l
g i oo HeafgaeheE weaHTie faraTst e el

...'All that is expected of him is to protect and advance public
interest by his sound common-sense and knowledge not only of
practical agriculture but also the attitude, psychology, condition

and capacity of the agriculturists....” (151)

& ettt dyul gt W HAH HH AT ]
7 4% TSeATd FORUUH HUadrd ifest, Sorhed &l <vr=i qéie
IR it qrEmE S A

...'I would like your assistance in the field of clearing our own
house as quickly and ruthlessly as possible, so that we do not

continue to build on foundations of sand...... ’ (185)

T STTSTE 3 ST FAS SR, 3Teh TW 3Ted ot Tehad 1YY
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ST S S S0 o gt 0 € st G greren o, an
HHTSIE A Hewer T freee .

".....We have got so many laws which are honoured more in
their breath than in their observance. There are so many
ordinances, Rules and Regulations and other things and because
of the inefficiency of the present administration, so many evils
are rampant which ordinarily , there should not be...." (74)

QUTTErAHIC SEHA Geal &1 M Aefvaren wRoig o, wn
FAGHAS =G dlieh @ sreAvar 4 3 yrformgon eradta T,
STETIGR Tehi FHSE ST TAef AT TR ISR e,

But the dead weight of the majority that we so fortunately have,
is itself a handicap for many people to speak the truth and to
speak it boldly and honestly. And that is the reason why we have
a terrible amount of discontent in the whole country, and I would
be very glad if people in resposible positions pay a little more
altention to this than before. (56)

1 QT W SAaRiTen s, Howht anfor fasieh aren qum v
fHesTeare wifesia. wqof TsreRta | enfide sreedy Faw O
ST faeprares stetadla pumrad @i e ...

..... ‘Everyone is to have equal access to work, wealth and leisure:
the vast apparatus of political and economic machinery is to
function through and in the interests of the common man, the
tiller of the land, the small cottage worker, the factory operative,
the humble men and women of the village whose interests till
now had been uncared for.” (187)

R T SRV SFRuATETET T St A aeE a6
AT iR e aie. @t vigaend sraeen v w0l
...,

‘....The Indian Nation is determined to build up a new society
on the basis of equality and fair play and there is going to be very
little room for amassing an unrequired wealth in the hands of a

few people....." (288)

ST eI TP ISHRVIATST 9eT ST fas, o e
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s i BT S AT e, ST A SO, S,
Tpare), e 3nfor Afeerar SraTEer anfer pfearen wat= WM
Fom et & ey frmiv HuearE ST it frasht eepfarardiarsan Trre
YS! WISATRd WU €.

‘.....We have to build a new Nation and in order to build such a
nation our people must have knowledge of science, Art and
Literature.... People must be taught and educated to be staunch
optimistic men and women, who fear no obstacles, who understand
self-interest as well as national interests. They must have lofty
ideals with high cultural and moral standards, supreme devotion
to the state and supreme loyalty to the interests of the people....

We want to help the education and opportunities of those
children who have not been able to complete their education in
the ordinary course.

.....We want to help all those who wish to study courses of
practical utility including those particularly useful to the rural
population....." (266)

A G e e e Hgd fee qifestd & wirET
AT fEr a Sregedien e S @ ! Al TR frr

fewraTd. & T@Urdw-

.....but there are many others which are utterly out of date. For
instance , the place Manu has given to the women of India as well
as the untouchables ...." (297) :

TR} Tifae HiEHigR ST M 3 5 4 fed e e
VISR STAME ST, e 7 ared e it gifrd dd

“The Marathi sahitya sammelan of course passes certain
resolutions now and again and probably makes certain
representations. But according to its very name, this body consists
of only the learned people and the ordinary individual has not
much of a place there.'(295)

Tq¥= HTY W fauriieatdl i e anay 3R, feErs
AR feraTaToA T 329 T8 T § WU <, | femmdtat
Wﬁﬁﬁuﬁaﬁm&mamﬁ.ﬂwwn@ﬁmm
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M, ST, M & e HRIE TpR, SUgE for @ ey

"....Let other universities devote their moneys and energies to
the production of only the superman. Let my university and Lok
Vidyapitha strive to make useful, patriotic men and women out of
ignorance, filth, poverty and misery in the heavy darkness of rural
India...." (310)

& ITH, 3i9:FR, T, ST SSRE Tee T, AR
TR ST W+t Felar &) Hererores seet Hvar gy g
AR, Y @ QM & M Saaraa=an s g9
FHAeIIe e §UTAT THISTAGE T@lel Sarge gvifaam.
; "....I have tried to change the organizational setup from one

field to another, It was always directed towards the uplift of the
rural population. Even from my school days I was fully consious
of the handicaps and disadvantages of being born in a village, It
is regretable that these handicaps have yet to be fully realized by
a large number of people. I have often said that the villager lives
in an altogether different world. His religious susceptibilities, his
helplessness and precarious existence, his dependence on nature,
his complete lack of any medical treatment of any sort, his belief
in ghosts and super-natural powers, the uncertainty of his crop
and therefore of his fortune- all make him live in an altogether
different atmosphere...."(277)

T ST FHISTATEAE ST 01T o el -Fuhdl a7l 81, reararad
WIS HIRS ] T HHTCAT ST SR, ¥ var-

“.....I make no secret of the fact that I have a high regard for the
farmer and farming. I consider him the noblest producer of wealth.
But he is perpetually at the mercy of others.'(157)

FOSAT Hflar Sl ST At Avarened Tarero faar
HEIE T A H THR Hedeh W= Siqes ST Tehd T,
TATHIST Aehi=T T A Tae: =11 Yie o+l et aia drem
@RI Feheur=A] &I HLHREA TGt hell 0 A o 31 IRomianes
&S Yhe.
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‘....We can easily realise how difficult it would be for thé" :
government to consult agriculturists in the country individually
or in small groups in order to enlist their co-operation and to act
in the best interests of the farmers. On the other hand if the
farmers get together, discuss their problems and present their
case to the government through their own organisation,
governmental action and assistance in this as well as in other
fields concerning agriculture would be more in tune with the
circumstances and become easier to obtain...." (214)

anfor = R A Neeharan He O AT o Hr. el
4 FIATE TG T STHUR e, T A wfeffie
FAA-T T N RS e auigasiqre= SrEeer,
fiysgeroges =TferamiTan g watee Softe ...

‘....The farmer's forum will not in any way be attached to or
work for political ideologies or dogmas but will represent the
cultivators of this country and voice their views irrespective of
their affiliations. The Indian farmer has long-suffered neglect and
exploitation and therefore, he has resigned himself to fate. Some
sort of mental inertia has not yet been completely lifted from his
mind with the result that his approach to life itself is static and
tinged with pessimism...' (220)

e T FON YSIR HS Ve g T 74, A Hes W
FEUH TR 815 79, T <t Feres AU HOMN o FANGH HE™
T B - @ e Ao, YaeaE 7ed U T

‘Everyone agreed that while catering for all types of farmers it
should not be dominated by only the bigger farmers and yet it
should not be permitted to be a mass movement for taking out
marches ete.’ (222)

First and foremost; this must be a self reliant organization
based on self help and mutual and co-operative assistance. This
should not be an organization for the sake of merely making
demands and ventilating grievences’ (225)

I FEE SR 1 YoeATE AR TSTHRYT, FEAIH §.
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e STofter ST = Yasharean gemuraaT sifie faam o,

“....But I am sure no thinking farmer will allow himself to be
misguided by such critics.’ (226)

E d et SR S H, SO Sl gee afRg
TSR STEet AUt ot Tare: = 1 e STrofer. e TsTHR,
¥ACTA SR G WA [hha N wreifires Ieer=aren @a wav gen
3T TR 3.

.... Whenever a farmers’ organisation enters in to active politics,
it not only ceases to serve the farmers but often endangers its
own existence. The avoidance of politics and political creeds and
controversies and keeping the door open to every individual farmer
who agrees with us and accept our programmes has been a great
asset in building up the organization....' (232)

oo At TR Rt HeEE SR e e
YU HTAG. RIS A A= efereas davs fao 30 9

..'We therefore, propose to constitute a freedom from hunger.
Trust fund of our own which would be devoted to fulfilling the
first two aims of the campaign viz.imparting information and
education to the farmers of India and helping agricultural

research.’ (244)

WISHRAEE & TY Y07 TeY 319 T 3 SM9ed] 9= Wey fifyaa
e fewel s, It snfor freor an A et e W o
AR ¥ WISHIear deerd SliEd B, @id! ‘wirsfaamda’ auf
YU A’ 7 S AN W Fed STEe @ WRaTE
STTCIETETST S e, 6! T T’ &1 ¥eg Xt Je e
T e yfafelt e ¥ wiffad. sge @ e wd -
STHIT Sl AT 3 e &l HeeArt sifues Tramforeryor o Scmee
HTH el Tifest 3rE S 7 Bl

‘(We are)... serving the Marathi speaking people at large, indeed
from this point of view, I feel that for a long time to come, this
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conference and similar other bodies would have to work with more
zeal and enthusiasm if they wish that the members of these age’
communities should figure somewhat more prominently on the
all India as well as the state stage.'(293)

SR U] I[N W A qE0 TP qe [l
frraerardl A ST I AeR; G GET SI[en R S |
SR SN e a e feet Wi @ uren e ww o’

‘....Govt. of India should give direct assistance and
encouragement to cottage industry products, so that it would be
possible in the course of a few years to purchase all the articles
that the Government of India wants only from cottage industries.’
(118)

' e STrfte | WA GUIN e %o e STl
ST S aaEdd agara 37 TE Al 6 WISErEiH
wa: = et T FHe.

' . The Backward classes commission provided for under article
340 of the constitution should be appointed at the earliest possible
moment.' (118)

A FTE T ol R MR ST WES s
fergama, e faemaie Taa MasAmet b Lo T aHe
e fae e, 3§ @ 49 yooo FEM AHWR THUATE A
G QT FE o HEwra o 36t d; e
TR T ! YUl TEEEE SRR .

‘....] solemnly promise that with Rs. 10 lakhs [ will feed 5000
children throughout a year and these 5000 children will be able
to look after the cows and the milk they will get provide excellent
nourishment to them....." (106)

i faareihen Fol Arvarael e e fadw g, i S
“RUTEeRT e ST SIS Bl 1L st HTUAre] RS <hrd gt 2
1 ST Sjferde T fereTe ST STl A S Hehrd STl
Y1 TRV TEUATEAYA e SNEATEred! FEa TH,

‘....If this money was available for us, would it have been
necessary for us to go to the international Bank for a loan under
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these stringent conditions?" (39)
A @ AT, GIeThi SEE Sl STIedT HeiwEt F S
W@ Hd e fawar ot awft-

“....It is far better to produce special films for children going to
school and leave the responsibility on the guardians to see that
they do not attend bad films. After all what are the guardians
and parents there for, if they do not know what is good for their
children and what is not!' (55)

Heren et feramran 1 wwrter @R yvE . 3 v 5,
I <fte] SRt A, I8l T Wl it wrard fafo dder
SIfn & S A T qREed. YR deer, fig e
TSI GHEAT- 7T TS S vidt S T 39 vehd, o
TRV el R R F misifasis @ien s
3 I Y B

"....they (Americans) think, some day another Mahatma Gandhi
will rise in India who will show them the proper way and they will
follow the Hindu tenets, the Hindu principles of philosophy and
social re-construction which will probably give them solace and
satisfaction...” (55)

WISHIRE 163 3T, HEwehial 3nRd, Yreror-gamn-amiy anfor
Srehe § i g W RE; T @ren sngst § ddge
3. I @ qERdA wedt, Al @i ¥ T i /¢ IRE
Ru¢ Tsft oft firarft fveror wedremn dor weiee s dpredt Sapadt
. e TMIHF |1 HifiTdel-

".....realisation of our dreams and ambitions which can be
summed up in a few words, namely better education, spread of
light and understanding and improvement of the health and
welfare of the masses...9.' (310)

T HETAE VTSOTA 1 STfgast freqorgd seamai it
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AR Ffea TS 1A I v, Afeh argHAdia v : 3gm
9 fasm (The Origin and Development of Religion in Vedic
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WISERE AMIEHR Witd, (@ wiaE 3W Tedr. YR TS
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YA i Sles fEUT T[T il Y, Tehed: WIS AT Wifeeh seit
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frmren STYarg ST, 3T WiEn e . Fafad, W e faen
AT e GUAIETE. U7 ST YEE, ey wA: e ¢ e
WeRe FIe 3T, it e qehyyes Sften gfgummoarean shEeie St
- 71 Ty e W S gt Herd, WH R,

FHIOATE TTe HEFdT TSl Siiell- et Sfdeid T, a o A
TUrET Tehat &4 9R faun - e yehrid gEen e, v
fvmToft o Wl o B ShToTcTel Wee, €Y. I STVATHERI STATHrE
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I AT GG  geeie’ At u g amwifes, .. wawen
feramian aTem@r W ¥ 1 STEATHEH AU e HE @
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“We may define religion as the belief in or recognition of a higher
and uncoercible power or powers.”
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o % e yehvTTd fédi-g0faT & (The Indo-European

Religion) &1 fawam farga faar v amen .
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champion of the Lok Sabha of the cause of the farmers. And his -
powerful voice in protection of their interests is invariably heard
there on every occasion. Being once in-charge of the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture in the Union Government, he is heard with
respect on those matters by members of all parties.’
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CO-OPERATION

“We are not prepared to sacrifice freedom
and equality in the pursuit of wealth.

To us the manner of producing is as much
important as the product itself.

Further,

there is the very material consideration: if all
do not participate in the work and,
therefore, in wealth, those who are left

out will constitute social threat which might
well prove the ruin of all....

To an agricultural producer, Co-operation is
a necessity...”

-Dl‘. Pt sc D“hll“lkh
Circular Letter, Vol. XXVII - D/5 - 11 - 55.




SroRrendiord Pt

TEts emefate

Government House, t 19th January, 1951.
New Delhi,

It gave me much pleasure to be associated with the inauguration
of the Shri Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha, Amravati. As I said there in
my public speech, we need institutions of the type envisaged there
and I wish the institution and all its branches all success.

Sd/- Rajendra Prasad
PRESIDENT

Loka Vidyapitha for Vidarbha
30th December, 1950
(fa. 30 fedfar 13yo Usht wRa™ TPwR 3f. TorEwaE i e 4
Torarsht ehefaemdter Squmes du= wret. o w&it diesfaemdts 1 wem
FhifehT! Hehed e seh . WISHTRa Yeladd Qv il shetel @R
EESUEC D)
Mr. PRESIDENT

The members of the Shri Shivaji Education Society, Amravati,
the promoters of the Shri Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha, the people of
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Berar and especially the students, who are all deeply interested
not only in the Shri Shivaji Education Society but also in the Shri
Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha offer to you a respectful and cordial
welcome to this ancient capital of Berar. That you have taken all
this trouble in the cause of advancement of education and culture
is proof of the fact that you attach the highest importance to this
question. I would like to state for the information of all that I
wanted to familiarize you with the activities of my Society by inviting
you here even before you ascended the high pedestal of the
Presidentship of the Indian Union. It {s impossible for me to express
my gratitude to you that inspite of this elevation you have not
hesitated to honour this small place and the humble efforts of my
Society by your august presence inspite of exacting engagements
and none too perfect a health.

2. In 1913, Lenin wrote, “About four-fifths of all children and
young people in Russia are defirived of educational opportunities.
With the exception of Russia, there is no other such savage country
in Europe in which the masses of the people have been so robbed
of education, enlightenment and knowledge.” What was true of
Russia in 1913 is more than true of India in 1950. India today is
more savage than was Russia in 1913.

3. Moved by this condition of the masses of our people and the
difficulties of the students coming to our institutions from the
rural areas we had planned our Vidyapitha now nearly two years
back. We had then proposed to call it an Academy. About March,
1949 the scheme was ready in an almost finalized form. This was
discussed with some chosen educationists and others and they
all welcomed the idea. Not sure of adequate financial support and
being still occupied by problems of consolidation of the institutions
under our management, we deliberately decided to postpone action
by a year.

In the mean time came the Report of the University Commission
and what could gladden our heart more than the fact that the
Commission’s recommendations were on all fours with what we
had already planned. The Commission recognised the inevitability
of the Indian Universities being influenced by conditions of Indian
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life and government under which they originated and developed
and suggested ‘necessary adaptation to the changed conditions
of a free people.' The Commission went boldly further and
suggested “new, free beginnings unhampered by the recent historic
past.” Secondly taking stock of the fact that 85% of the people
live in Villages who have scarcely been touched by secondary or
higher education except by the permanent withdrawal from village
life of those able young people who have left the villages for the
universities, “recommended creation of the types of educational
opportunities appropriate to Indian rural life so as to give it a
quality and range to that life which will remove the disparity which
is now a reality”. The Commission also pointed out that the pattern
and spirit of existing universities was distinctly urban-centred and
it was therefore a matter of practical necessity that new universities
aiming at extending educational opportunity to the great mass of
rural India and to give vitality and quality to rural life should have
their own independent design and programme.

4. How our present day education is one-sided and how limited
the scope for completing the education available in such small
measure is a matter of common knowledge and does not require
emphasising. Suffice it to say that hardly 5% of our population
receives any education at the present time and out of those who
receive it only an infinitesimal number gets anywhere. The
proportion of matriculates to the number of school going children
works out at 5 to every 4,000 children of school going age. Secondly,
there is only one type of education in existence and that is the
present university education. Considering that 3,500 children out
of every 4,000 do not go to any school and taking into account
that out of 500 for every 4,000 children that go to school only 5
pass Matriculation, it is easily understandable how our education
is restrictive and one-sided. Can anybody suggest that there is no
talent in the 495 that fail to pass the Matriculation? I am sure,
nobody will suggest this and still we have yet to start making any
effort to utilize the intelligence, industry and initiative of these
people and to provide some chance of better life and better
knowledge for them. In essence, this is the purpose of the Shri
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Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha.

5. It is only through such an organization that we could raise
the cultural standard of our people as a whole. We could not expect
this to happen during the time of the British rule. A Ruler can
never be expected to be interested in educating the masses because
a downtrodden and ignorant people can be more easily kept in
subjection than those who are enlightened. All that the Rulers
were interested in having and creating mere survile hirelings and
competent workers. It is time, therefore, we realize that education
and training of people was one of the key functions of the State
and that education must be brought within the reach of the entire
people and in all respects must be made to serve the interests of
the people. Not only the people who are leaders of society but even
the State must interest itself vitally in bringing culture and
knowledge to the widest sections of the population. We have to
build a new Nation and in order to build such a nation our people
must have knowledge of Science, Art and Literature. In order to
acquire knowledge one must study and study presistently and
painstakingly. But how can any one study? How can any one
increase his knowledge when no facilities of any sort are available?
Therefore it is up to us to make every facility available to those
who want to study and if there are any difficulties and impediments
they must be ruthlessly demolished. Our present day differences
of opinion and disharmony are to a large extent due to our totally
conservative and hopelessly out of date system of education. People
must be taught and educated to be staunch optimistic men and
women, who fear no obstacles, who understand self-interest as
well as national interests. They must have lofty ideals with high
cultural and moral standards, supreme devotion to the State and
supreme loyalty to the interests of the people. The Shri Shivaji
Loka Vidyapitha wishes to make such facilities available to the
people at large and wishes to lauch a fivefold attack on illiteracy
and ignorance, superstition and cowardice, immorality and lack
of character. Firstly, we wish to create larger number of schools
so that more children will have a chance of receiving education.
This will be done by opening new schools on more liberal and
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efficient lines. Secondly, we want to help thie education and
opportunities of those children who have not been able to complete
their education in the ordinary course. This will be done by
grouping these people and arranging courses so as to bring them
either to the Matriculation level or teach them some art, craft or
industry or afford facilities for study of any subject of his or her
choice. Thirdly, we want to educate illiterate young men who were
not fortunate enough to receive any education when they were of
school going age. This will be done by starting adult education
schools or attaching morning, night, vacation or Sunday courses
to our existing institutions. Fourthly, we want to help those young
men and adults and other people-farmers or labourers, clerks or
teachers- who have the desire to study & are prepared to come
and receive instruction at the various centres that the Vidyapitha
will create, in any courses of their choice which the Vidyapitha
can arrange. F‘ifthly;. we want to help all those who wish to study
courses of Practical utility including those particularly useful to
the rural population. In doing so, we wish to lay special emphasis
on the education of women because we want them to benefit from
our institutions in an ever increasing scale.

6. 1 do not wish to repeat what has already been said in the
introduction to the Vidyapitha or what forms part of the rules and
regulations. I believe those who wish to have more detailed
information will get it from the booklet already published.

7. The work of the Shri Shivaji Education Society is gradually
becoming familiar to most people. I have taken the liberty of giving
a few facts even with the invitation that has been issued. It will,
therefore, be admitted that with 37 institutions conducted by the
Society, we have a solid foundation to build upon. In our colleges
we not only teach all the Arts subjects but Commerce and Law
also. All the staff,- and I am happy to say that it is a highly
competent staff that we have in our colleges,- is itself capable of
helping the Vidyapitha in many branches of education. There is,
of course, a technical side on which we wish to lay considerable
stress. But even there we have arrangements ready for good deal
of agricultural education and it is only an expansion of those
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facilities which will enable us to start at least half a dozen courses
useful to the agriculturists forthwith. Since ours is an endeavour
of its own kind, we may have to have our own text books as well
as special literature which will cater for the requirements of the
students of our Vidyapitha. Here also the society has a printing
press in which we have invested nearly Rs. 75,000/-

8. Thanks to the last war, we have ample buildings in the staging
camp, which could temporarily, at any rate, be useful for purposes
of the Vidyapitha provided of course the Government of Madhya
Pradesh is prepared to hand them over to us not only temporarily
as they have done at present but permanently as we hope and
expect them to do along with the site upon which they stand. On
consideration of the whole scheme, it would be found that on the
one hand we wish to give an opportunity to as many people as
possible to complete their education and on the other we wish to
start definite courses for imparting instruction in the various arts
and vocations, We are also framing a compact course which could
be completed within two years after passing our matriculation
which will be intended for the social or political workers and
leaders. We propose to include study of History, political Science,
Economics, Law as well as elocution to be included in this course.
The aim would be to equip a social worker with adequate
knowledge of the present world and develop his capacity to be
more useful to himself and to the people. Development of a proper
national perspective and character would receive the greatest
possible attention.

9. | hope, therefore, that it will be admitted that we are in a
position to undertake the task we have begun and that we have
arrangements upon which we can build. That there is need of
such a plan, I do not think, any one will dispute. It is beyond
question that the present situation of our country from the point
of view especially of educating the masses requires a big attempt
on a large scale so that the problem could be tackled within a
measureable length of time. Given some financial support and
encouragement by both the State and the Central Governments
we are confident that we will achieve outstanding results. We have
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done so in the case of the Shri Shivaji Education Sotiety and its
activities and there is no reason why it should not be possible for
us to repeat our performance once again,

10. In the beginning the work of the Vidyapitha will be carried
out through the institutions of the Society. Gradually additional
instruction in various courses according to popular demand, and
according as the public and Government support becomes availble,
would be organized at the various centres, Practical instruction in
various subjects of practical utility would be imparted at a
Polytechnical Institute that we porpose to establish.

11. In drafting the scheme of the Shri Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha
we have derived considerable help from the recommendations of
the University Commission and I am glad to announce that some
of the authors of the Report have greatly appreciated the scheme
adumberated by us. Although the existing Vidyapithas are quite a
few, it is not incorrect to say that the activities of most of them are
confined to a specified field which is limited to certain definite
courses of study. The plan of our Vidyapitha on the other hand is
to establish genuine and lasting contact with the masses in a more
liberal way and on a more comprehensive basis. It is a well known
fact that the Examinations sponsored by the various Sahitya
Sammelans in different languages and especially Hindi are popular.
We do not see any reason why similar examinations by a body
which is intent upon maintaining certain definite standards should
not be equally popular. We are also looking forward to obtaining
recognition not only by government but by even Universities of the
examinations that we would be holding, making it in due course
possible for those who pass out from our Vidyapitha to obtain
posts and appointments according to their qualifications. In fact it
is no exaggeration to say that with the practical bias that the Shri
Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha would insist upon a qualified candidate
caming out of the Vidyapitha should be better fitted for executive
work.

12. We have not conceived cur scheme of the Vidyapitha in any
spirit of conflict with, or opposition of the existing Universities.
What we in fact intend doing is to supplement their works and
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take up those fields which they are reluctant to take up because
of a well founded fear that standards set by them may be lowered
and the basic considerations upon which they are founded may
be vitiated. It is for this reason that the existing structure of pur
institutions will not be premitted to be impaired. Our purpose is
to enhance their utility by making them serve a larger public who
are anxious to welcome the facilities. | have no hesitation in saying
that we have placed the “Workers' Educational Association™ of
England as a model worthy of imitation. We have purposely chosen
this in order that people should understand the humbleness of
our beginnings as well as our resources, as has been stated in the
preamble to the Vidyapitha. The Workers’ Educational Association
of England which is bigger than any University in Great Britain
has neither roof nor walls of its own. It has neither colleges nor
common rooms, quadrangles nor lecture theatres; aAnd yet the
number of students is 1,03,000. I am happy to say that the Shri
Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha is not so poor in its resources even at the
commencement and therefore hopeful of still greater results. We
have an organization and we can spare a fair amount of funds. We
are hopeful that large contributions both from Government and
non-Government bodies and other generous donors and trusts
would be forthcoming to bring within the purview of our Loka
Vidyapitha a large number of people comparable with the number
which the Workers’ Educational Association of England has at
the present moment. I believe with the University Commission that
a “Cultural renaissance is in progress today” and there is a keen
thirst for knowledge and advancement. Only means and
opportunities remain to be provided.

13. Berar is well-knit unit which deserves an independent
University of its own. If we compare the number of colleges that
exist in Berar with those with which the Nagpur University started
25 years back, it can be safely said that Berar is in a position to
have an independent University. But for the present we wish to
cover a wider field than the ordinary University course, and yet
want to leave the existing institutions attached and affiliated to
the Nagpur University as they are. In the time to come it should be
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within easy bounds of possibilities to affiliate all the existing
colleges to the Shri Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha without any harm to
them, in fact with immense possibilities of their utility increasing
manifold than under the present circumstances. We have therefore
taken a line of least resistance keeping the present instruction in
our schools as well as colleges intact but by sheer dint of well
regulated and beneficial effort we feel fully hopeful that the Shri
Shivaji Loka Vidyapitha will flower into an ideal university to which
every college in Berar would be too willing to be affiliated.

Paras 14 & 15 deleted.

16. We are very proud and our joy knows no bounds that while
we are about to place these facilities at the command of the people,
and are embarking upon this great, solemn & secred mission,
your blessings are with us. We are sure of our aims, certain of the
purity of our motives and therefore equally confident that we shall
achieve within a period much shorter than any one has calculated,
a great awakening which shall go forth in this backward nation
as a real ray of hope and advancement. If even a part of our
expectation succeeds, which we have no doubt it will, the 30th
December, 1950 should be reckoned as day of an educational
revolution in India. What is confined to a small section of people
and to the pages of printed books would be made available to the
people at large in various ways. The citadels of learning confined
and crammed and guarded by vested interests shall no longer be
citadels but shall be public property to be owned, used, benefitted
from at the will of the people at large.

17. This is in short the aim and the ideal with which we have
set out. We feel sure, all those who have the good of the country
at heart will co-operate with us. Those who do not will be left
behind. We are sure of this. You, sir, have come to a part of India
famous for its traditional hospitality. In this strange world this
virtue has only resulted in our own impoverishment. Yet we shall
not give up what our forefathers believed in, although little is left
to enable us to achieve the satisfaction we always aspire to obtain.
I hope sir, you will generously forgive the many deficiencies in our
Reception and arrangements for your stay.By this visit of yours,
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however hurried, you have placed the whole of Berar under a
great debt of gratitude. I have no doubt whatever that we shall all
cherish the sweet memory of this great occasion for years to
come. The occasion is great becuase it initiates at your hands a
big endeavour. Extending a warm welcome to all our other friends
who have honoured us by their presence and expressions of
sympathy and support, I beg to conclude this speech of mine.
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(VIEHTRET Yo aehte WA dahlels Yaqer 4. araeegt
et A1 wihaRar fadstta . s A fafedel weh geaar 1)

...April 1965
“Respected Shastriji,

It is with the utmost reluctance that I encroach upon your time
and seek your indulgence and if I err, I hope you would forgive
me.

Grief which has fallen on me, I have not the strength to bear
and for that strength I pray to God. It is this utmost grief that
compels me to write as also my sense of duty to the nation and to
you as its leader. It is no doubt selfish of me to unburden myself
thus, but still weighing everything I feel that I must write.

I am indeed most grateful to you for the heartfelt sympathy you
have expressed in deeds as much as in words in the nation’s loss,
I would say-humanity's loss-my own, though it is great In
Comparison, it is immaterial.

My estimation of my Late father is bound to be subjective.
Therefore I humbly request you to believe that I am Sincerely trying
to leave his smile on as many faces as was within his capacity.

Respected sir, if we do not cherish his memory how can We
strengthen this country and unify the world for the betterment of
mankind.

Respected Sir, | never believed in God until I saw His smile in
the peace and serenity on my father's lifeless face.

I seek your forgiveness once again if I have been unpertinent,
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as my father did. I was in many ways unfortunate in my life time.
I could not give him any physical comforts not that he craved
them. The Sun does not ask for comfort from this earth, The sun
never stops. It is labour to which he was committed and with his
smile at the highest of his glory I had to light his pyre so that I
may pay my debt to him, or at least try to.

I crave for your guidance and [ await your commands. Often
realization comes late. But it is never that late. My father never
believed my best to view things as impersonally as is possible. It
is my wish that his memory be cherished, that his life’s work,
which was completely dedicated to the people, the small people,
be preserved so that it remains a source of inspiration to
generations to come, a source of strength to the nation.

My father worked until life could not remain with him in his
body with the knowledge and the confidence that his life, his energy
and his extreme good fortune, all that nature had endowed him
with, would pass on to the people who like him started out with so
little and whom he held most dear-dearer than me - to him.

I hate to make comparisons but one comparison I cannot help
myself making. Selfless leaders the country has produced, yourself
is probably the finest example and believing that and asking for
forgiveness ifI err, I would like to say that fortune smiled as sweetly
on my father so that he may never commit any error. I, too should
not, I will not.

In his lifetime he never asked anyone for anything for himself.
What he had he gave. What he gave bore fruit. He was a farmer’s
son with his simplicity, his sense of devotion. He loved the land.
He did his duty by the source which gave him...He outwardly did
- not believe in God. Why should he, when he never stinked God's
duties, whilst he never misused what fortune had bestowed him.

Respectfully,
Sd/ Anant Panjabrao Deshmukh”
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