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“‘Baji Ghorpade Wounded in Battle™

The body he ( Shivaji ) has got in capturing the little ships and surprising
off the Ballagatta Captain Gorpora (Ghorpade) who was in charge of the King's
cash for paying Chaveschan's (Khawaskhan's) army, is estimated at 8,00,000
gold rups (?) and the spoil taken by land is said to be 20,00,000 gold rupees.
The victory gained by the rebel in taking Captain Gorpora“ by surprise was
far from what Chaveschan expected, as that person was certainly one of the most
excellent commanders. He got so severely wounded that he soon died and lost
two hundred men besides all the cash. We wonder very much that the Moghal’s
army should not have done anything in particular, while that rebel (Shivaji)
was so far from his home in the north, because Gorpora’s men who escaped,
though no more than 300 horsemen, made it so hot for Shivaji near Carrapatan
and Wain above the Ballagatta, that the same is said to have hastend the
breaking up of his camp from here (Wengurla). If was a matter of wonder
that although everyday men from his armada were coming ashore, we could not
ascertain where he was staying until the 11 th instant (of December 1664).

(Shivaji the Great Vol I, Part 11 p. 553)
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SATARA Dist. Gazette Year

Maratha Chiefs

The principal Maratha Chiefs in Satara under the Bijapur government
were Chandrarav More of Javli, about thirty-five miles north-west of Satara, Rav
Naik Nimbalkar of Phaltan about thirty-five miles north-east of Satara,
Junjharrav Ghatge of Malavadi about twenty seven miles east of Satara,
Daphale of Jath about ninety miles south east of Satara, Mane of Mhasvad about
sixty miles east of Satara, and the Ghorpade of Kapshi on the Varna about thirty
miles south of Karad. A person named More, originally a Karnatak chief was
appointed in the reign of Yusuf Adil Shah ( 1490-1510 ) to the command of a
body of 12,000 Hindu infantry sent to reduce the strong tract between the Nira
and the Varna. More was successful. He dispossessed the Shirkes and completely
suppressed the depredtions, of their abettors, the chiefs of whom were Gujar,
Mahulkar, Mohite and Mahadik. More was digaified with the title of Chandra-
rav and his son Yeshvantrav, having distinguished himself in a battle fought with
the troops of Burhan Nizam Shah (1508-1553), in which he captured a green
flag, was confirmed in succession to his father as Reja of Javli and had permiss-
ion to use the banner he had won. Thier descendants ruled in the same tract of
country for seven generations and under their mild and just management that
barren tract became populous. All the succcssors of the first More assumed the
title of Chandrav. The unswerving loyalty of this family induced the Bijapur
government to exact little more than a nominal tribute from districts producing
so little, and which had always been in disorder under Muhammedan governors,
Rav Naik Nimbalkar or Phaltanrav was the Naik of Phaltan. His original
surname was Pavar, he had taken the name of Nimbalkar from Nimbalik
or Nimbalkar where the first Nimbalkar lived, The famaily is considered
one of the most ancient in Maharashtra as the Nimbalkar was made sard-
eshmukh of Phaltan before the middle of the seventeenth century by one of the
Bijapur kings. The deshmukh of Phaltan is said to have become a polygar or
independent chief and to have repeatedly withheld the revenues of the district,
Vangoji or Jagpalrao Naik Nimbalkar who lived in the early part of the seven-
teenth century was notorious for his restless and predatory habits. Dipabai the
sister of Jagpalrav was married to Maloji Bhonsle, Shivaji's grandfather who was
one of the principle chiefs under the Ahmadnagar kingdom. Jagpalrav Naik
Seems to have been a man of great influence, Tt is said that it was through his
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exertions that the marriage of Maloji’s son Shahaji and Jijaabai, Lukhdev Jadhav-
rav’s daughter, was brought about against the wisheh of the girl's parents.
one of the phaltan Naiks was killed in 1620 a battle between Malik Ambar and
the Moghals. Nimbalkar never exchanged his anci nt title of naik for that of
Raja.

1 Grant Duff's Marathas, Vol. 1, pp. 64-65

Junjharray Ghatge, the deshmukh of Malavdi was the head of a powerful family
whose founder Kam Raje Ghatge had a small command under the Bahamani
Kings. His native Country Khatav wos seperated from that of the Nim balkar
by the Mahadev Hills. The Agatges were deshmukhs and sardeshmukh of the
pargand of Man In 1626 Nagoji Ghatge was given the title of Sardeshmukh as
an unconditional favour by Ibrahim Adil Shah II together with the ftitle of
Jhunjarray. The head of Mane family was deshmukh of Mhasvad, adjoing the
district of the Ghatges. The Manes were distinguished shiledars or self-horsed
cavaliers under Bijapur, but were nearly as notorious for their revengeful
character as the Shirkes.

The Ghorpades, who were originally Bnonsles, according to their family
legend acquired their present surname during the Bahamani iimes from having
been the first to scale a fort in the Konkan which was deemed impregnable by
fastering a cord round the body of a ghorpad or iguna. They were deshmukhs
under the Bijapur government azd were divided into two district famalies, one
of Kapshi near the Varna river and the other of Mudhol near the Ghatprabha
in the Karnatak. Under Bijapur the Kapshikar Ghorpades were known as the
navkas or nine-touch Ghorpades and the Mudholkars as the satkas or seven-
touch Ghorpades, a distinction which the two families maintain. The head of the
Mudholkar Ghorpades was the patil of a village near Satara. The Ghorpades seem
to have signalized themselves at a very early period. The high Musalman titles of
Amir-ul-umra or Chief of the Nobles was conferred on one of the members of
the kapshi family by the Bijapur kings.

The first Ghorpade that joined Shivaji was one of the Kapshikars while
the Mudholkars were his bitter enemies. The Daphles were deshmukhs of the
pargand of Jath. Thier original name was Chayhan and they took the Surname
of Daphle from their village of Daphalapur of which they were hereditery
patils. They held a command from the Bijapur Kings.
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In 1636 the Nizam Shahi dynasty came to an end. 'In 1637 Shahaji
Bhonsle, the son of Maloji Bhonsle, who had taken a considerable part in Nizam
Shahi affairs during the last years of the dynasty was allowed ‘to retire into the
service of Mahmud Adil Shah of Bijapur (1636~ 1656). In 1637, besides giving
Shahaji’s his Jagir districts in Poona, Mahmud Adil Shah conferred on Shahaji a

royal grant for the deshmukhi of twenty-two Villages including Masur® in the
district of Karad, the right to which had by some means devolved on government.*
Before the middle of the I7th century Shahaji's son Shivaji, the founder of the
Maratha empire, had begun to establish himself in the hilly parté of poona in
the north where he had been put in possession of hif father’s estate of poona and

1. Khelna or Vishalgad in 1471. See Sherwani H. K. Bahamanis
of Deccan, P. 298

Grant Daff's Marathas, Vol. |, pp. 69-71.

Patrasar Sangraha No. 885. .

Grant Duff's Marathas, Vol. I, P. 96.

Some recent sources assert that he was born on 19th Febru-
ary, 1630

apwn

Supa. by 1648 he obtained control over the forts of Torna ' Bhor about thirty-
five miles and Kondana or Sinhgad about' twelve miles south west of Poona, of
purandhar about twenty miles south of poona, and of Rajgad in Bhor about
five miles east of Torna. At this time the south of the Nira, as far east as Shirval
and as far south as the range of hills north ofthe Krishna, was framed by the here-
ditary deshmukh of Hirdas Maval a maratha named Bandal,and the ort a maratha
of Rohida was committed to his care. He early entertained a jealousy of Shivaji
and kept a strong garrison and carefully watched the country round Purandhar.
The deshpande of the place was a prabhu. Wai was the station ofa Bijapur
Mokasadar or manager who had charge of Pandugad, Kamlgad and several other
forts in the neighbourhood. Chandrarav More, Raja of Javli, was in possession
of the Ghatmatha from the Krisna to the Varna.? The Bijapu rGovernment
being impressed with the idea that it was incited by Shahaji, caused him to be
improsoned, and at same time sent an army under Fateh Khan to attack Shivaji,
but Shivaji proved more than a math for him and killed him in the battle of
Belsar near purandhar,

Shah'aji was Subsequently realased in the same year, and an effort was
made to bring about reconciliation between him and Baji Ghorpade, the Mudhol
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Chief who had been instrumental in his capture. To include both parties to forget
what bad passed, Mahmud Adil Shah made them exchange their hereditary rights
and inams as deshmukhs. Baji Ghorpade thus obtained from Skahaji the desh—
muki rights of twenty-two Villages in Karad which Shahaji had acquired in
1637 form Bijapur. 3 This agreement however was not acted upon, In the mean-
while another attempt was made to seize Shivaji and this time Baji ‘Shamraj
was sent. for the purpose. Shivaji frequently lived at the town of Mahad in
Kolaba and the party of Shamraj, passing through the territory of chandraray
More, lurked about the par pass until an opportunity should offer. Shivaji
anticipate the surprise, attacked the party near the bottom of the pass and drove
them in great panic to the forests Disturbances in the Karnatak prevented the
Bijapur government any further from taking active steps against Shivaji, who
was finding that his father had been sent far away fiom the capital on a military
campaign in Karnatak began to divise new sehemes for possesing himself of the
whole Ghatmatha or hilly west Deccan. With this object in view Shivaji turned his
attention to the Mores of Javli who were very powerfhl in that region. The ruling
prince 4 Yeshvantrav was however none too friendly towards Shivaji and would
not fall in a life with the designs of Shivaji.

1. According to Jadunath sarkar the fort of Torna was captured in 1946 and
Raigad was a new fort built by Shivaji in the same Year ( Jadunath Sarkar
Shivaj,i P 34 )

The date of acquisition of Kondana is not know. Shivapur Deshpande Bahi
gives the year 1647. This year is indicated by Mohammednama (Jadunath

Sarkar-Shivaji, P 35 )
2. Grant Duff’s Marathar Vol. I, P 109,
3. Grant Duff's Marathas Vol. L. P, 115,

4. Shiv Bharat Canto 13 shoka 43.
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sd/ -
10- 8- 42
Name of the applicant Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpade,
Printing Charges Rs. 3/- Three only ).
Copy applied on 8. 7. 42 Delivered on 9. 9, 42.
True copy.
Sd/-
Revenue Asistant Commissioner, C, D.
in charge Alienation Office Records.
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FEaIGfad 719 GIAGAT ArGad A gH 5gA 7 FEMArAT MAA) IGE qIRrEe qo-
AR M@ qqw a1 fFaTan wford 2 4w g owal (9q8T 74T T qrew
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At FEqATAATH qFT SERATE g wardrarE e afgrava 99E 99E 9% d@d
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feezr g G0 £3 FHAT AT 14K THAT THIH AHAE. '

FEAT ATBETE STT FILHA ATEH JIGAL
' TgN AAR ATHDRIL
agw fofgm (eais Txfasy 130T a4 HIE A1 g7 2CU¢ ZHAL
T AL GEEITH Nfag g HITHT qM q&L
ATt M FIET

ATHGETE 18T
Compared by :-
Sd/-
20-12- 39.
Name of the applicant Mr. Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpade ,
Copy applied on 7-12-39 Delivered on 21- 12- 39,
Printing charges Rs. Three only.
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True copy.
Sd/-
Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D.
incharge Alienation Office Records

€T FfaTE e
T st TEE

qIAT - - B Fo7g ST AWETA AG AT AATE AGST A AE AT FATT.
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A T AREIAT 0T TOHE Ar A2 A wEwa qulz 99T g arat
fad 7ar @ sres WY SEIGETEN QN AT g M qAAT SETGAIA( Ty S Ay
ERAY off AFDr FTT GUSH T AL I g A FHAT qESA) gt wefawr s
<t ATeT g A wrerEATar Tl Marest Wae aEt amr $A g 3 96 T ua
qASAT A e et AR fRFdT 9T afyT gEwq ARw areay @aF g T4 4qv
% 9T FIF ULT TS T R IS AT AT q1HS.

1T

Name of the applicant Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpate,
Printing Charges Rs. 2/ - ( two only )
copy applied on 8. 7. 42. Delivered on 9. 9. 42
True copy
Sd J-
Revcnue Assistant Commissioner C. D.
in' charge Alienation Office Record
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9T T AT@q Ao AR A JigT FH Too FOar guq gac fafeq sww ab
AT T gF ST A AZ JUIAG 30 AR gL FSAT FAEAT GO AT
sifos T @ 3 W1 WawEe g g9 Hha.

23 TS AT TRogrEr gfagr
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AR T ATIALH I 598 & TR &L 9. 7 At and, arde ¢ HIE A 97 ¥R
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Sd/-

Compared by ¢ x Assistant Commissioner, C. D,
M, Z. Satlrute in-charge Alienation Office Records,
Clerk to - 26-6- 42 '
25 -6-42
AN = = — & (972 Sa1 Aq@IST AI1F AT AU AGHT AT AT 7 TAAD,
T wtAmA qAFHS T |/ 2g¥-gYy

g Eil oy ufirs 228y

Hgdid mgdl AHFT AT AT q3rfay T MEE TTEH-
Fa% METTT TATF TAIT ANERIL G0 ARG fadT 79 7 95 q A2 ddve Jqndr
Faq afgeatarga Afgaqa AT A3  Sedt gia ATt A FET 97 TS AHSTAT
FT ATOTFEET AET AMT 4 A T IWR TN (FANT AT4Y) T 2 ANa<Sy 7y
I AT A1 T /IS argrgzm‘r M A FATH 79 918 g grg)l aRuaEEt
g ar-s-rras’r T 2t AqFEE ST ITAR FEqIT 0¥ A fadi Fe o sar
4 g% Foa ATATH I AHAN T ETE I GRAAHEET 7 WH AT T AT AT
i & %0 fadl aFIE FUT G AT ARATT T AR A0S T ¢ A1 77

Fmr fafgn arda.

Compared by :-
Sd/-
Name of the applicant. M. K. Ghorpade, Eng.
Printing charges Rs. two only
Copy applied on 2 - 1 - 1940 Delivered on 9 - 2 - 40
True copy.
Sd/-
Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D. ,
in- charge Alienation Office Records.
TAR ﬂml
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Name of the applicant Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpade,
Printing charges Rs. 2/- (two only)
Copy applied on 8.7.42 Delivered on 9.9.12
- True copy

Sd /- st

Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D.,
in charge Alienation office Records.
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> qIda 93,
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Compared by :-
Sd /-
5.2.80
Name of the applicant Mr. M. K. Ghorpade Engrs.
Printing charges. Rs. two only,
copy applied on 2,1.1940 Delivered on 9.2.40
True copy.
Sd /-
Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D.,
in charge Alienation Office, Records.
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7 MERTGAT AT 3% AMOEY ARG 7 TG AT AFATAT G SATIATT
EATAT BT 90 P03 A qzaras 49e (HEs) ARy A5 QTN FeA Gqwr Gy
T A4S MAFNG AIGH WA T ATHS AT AT qGE T ATHTT
#1359 Al G4 359 ®95 90 Irfx 7 98 IS agd = fefg.

Sd / -
Name of the applicant Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpade.
Printing charges Rs. 2/ - (two only)
Copy applied on 8.7.42 Delivered on 9-9-42
True copy
Sd | -
Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D.,
in-charge Alienation Office Records.
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Name of the applicant Mr. Mahipatrao Khanderao Ghorpade,
Printing Charges Rs. 2,00 (Rs. two oniy)
Copy applied for on 28-5-1945 Delivered on 9-7-45
True Extract.
8d [ -
Revenue Assistant Commissioner, C. D.,
in-charge Aliention Office Records.
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Name of the applicant shri Baburao Balasaheb Ghorpade
of Nandgaon Tal. Satara
Printing charges 1st copy Rs. 3/- Three only
Copy applied on 26-6-52 Delivered on 29 July 52
True Copy
Sd -

P. A. to the Settlement Commissioner

in - charge Alienation Officer Records.
Poona - Printed at the State & Alienation Record Press.
238 - 5- 1952
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MOODHOLE ( MUDHAL ).

The petty state of Moodhole is situated not far from the station of Kullad-
ghee, and has on its east and south the collectorate subordinate to, and called
after, thatplace. To its north lies the estate of the Chief of Jamkhundee,
while its west side touches part of the Belgaum collectorate. Unlike most of the
states in the Southern Maratha Country. its districts lie within a ring fence.
These districts, are known by the name of the Punch Mahal, there being five chief
divisions, named respectively Moodhole, Dowleshwar, Jambgee, Machiknoor and
Lokapoor, which contain altogether eighty one villages. The river Gutpurba runs
through the estate, watering in its course about half the total number of
villages, and jrrigating by its annual floods a considerable amount of land.

The Chiefs of Moodhole belong to the Bhonslay Ghorepuray family, one of
the most ancient and distinguished among the Marathas. The otiginal name
is supposed to have been Bhonslay, but it has been almost entirely
superseded by the second name, which is said o have been acquired by
one of the ancestors of the family, who, under the Bahminee dynasty,
Succeeded in scaling a fort in the Concan, previously deemed impregnable by
fastening a cord round the body of a Ghorepur or guana. There are numerous
branches of the Ghorepuray family, all of whom, however, belong to one or
other of the tow great divisions, the Sathkus, and the Nowkus Ghorepurays.
The origin of this distinction is doubtful. A family tradition endeavours of the
Ghorepurays generally had two wives, one of whom bore seven ( Sath) and the
other nine’ ( Now or nau ) sens. The etymology of the name is completed by the
Statement that the sixteen brothers, in a subsquent war, distinguished themselves
by_their transcendent bravery, which was tries as gold is tested, the word
used for testing being Kusne., which signified to test by rubbing on the touch-
stone,, From the more prolific wife are descended the Nowkus, and from the other
the Sathkus Ghorepurays. To the latter division belong the Moodhole family
and that of Bahdoolwaree in the Nizam’s territory. The other division is represented
by the families of the Kapseekur ( the Ser aputtes of the Kolapore state), the
Gunjendrugurhkur, and the Dutwarkur. The chief of Soondoor also, and Morar
Row of Gooti ( the Morari Row who played such a conspicuous part in the Madras
Presidency in the last century ) belonged to this division.

The Moodhole family is generally believed to be of Rajpoot erigin and to be
decended form the Ranasof Godipoor. There isa remarkable legend given by
Clunes in his historical sketch of the princes of India, which ascribes the same
origin to the Bhonslay — Ghorepurays and the Bhonslays, to wp:ch
latter family the famouns Sivajee belonged. The tradition Is thus given in a
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foot-note to the account of the government of Satara at page 130 of the work
referred to : —

“By the legened it appears that the family, i. e. Sivajee’s traced their
pedigree from the famous Bappa Rawal of Chitoor, who regined over Rajpoo-
tana in the year 134 of the Christian era. But as any accounts of his very early
descendants do not belong or are immeterial to the Maratha history, it may
be briafiy observed that one of the descendants of Bheemsee, a son of Bappa
Rawal, who had settled in Nepaul, returned to the 1land of his forefathers in
1442 and  founded the principality of Doongurpoor and Banswarra. This
thirteenth ruler of this race at Doongurpoor, named Abheesee, and stayed the
Maha Rana, left the government of his sister's son in prejudice of his own
children. One of the latter, named Sujunsee, came to the Deccan and entered
the'service of the king of Beejapoor, who conferred up onhis the district
of Moodhole, comprising 84 villages, with the title of Raja. Sujunsee had
four sons, Baji Raja, in whose line descended the Moodholekur estate, the
second dies without family; from Wulubsye is Ghorepuray of Kapsee; and Sugajee,
the youngest had a son named Bhosajee, from whom are derived all the
Bhonslays, *'

In this account Sujunsee is said to be the founder of the Moodhole family.
Another account however gives Cholerow as the name of the Rajpoot
moolpurush or progenitor, while in another tradition he is called Mallojee.

Wherever the family originally came from, there is no dought that it held a
high position under the kings of Beejapoor. It universally believed, and apparently
correctly so, that one of the Adil Shahee dynasty conferred on the family the
title of Raja, which it still retains, the privilege of using the moorchuls, and the
dignity of exemption from the moojra or obeisance of a subject,

Towards the middle of the seventeenth century the Moodhole family emerges
from the dim mists of tradition into the light of authentic history, Sivajee had
been for some time secretly taking steps towards laying the foundation of what
was afterwards the Maratha empire, and in A. D. 1649 openly rebelled against
the Beejapoor monarchy. Mahomed Adil Shah, instead of taking measures to
suppress the insurrection by force, laid a plan to seize Stvajee’s father Shahajee,
by whom he believed the rising had been secretly instigated. Shahjee was at the
time engaged in the Carnatic, where Bajee Raja of Moodhole was serving with
him. To the latter the king sent orders to seize Shahjee. The order was obeyed.
Shahjee was invited by the Ghorepuray to an entertainment, where he was
treacherously seized and sent to Beejapoor. On his arrival there he was urged to
suppress his son’s rebe llion, and when he professed his inability to do so, declar-
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ing that Sivajee, so far from acting on his instructions, was in rebellion against
his own father as well as against the Beejapoor government, the knig * enraged
at his supposed contumacy, ordered him to be confined in a stone dungeon, the
door of which was built up, except a small opening, and he was told that if with
in certain period his son did not submit, ths aperture should be for ever closed.

Owing however, to the powerful influence brought to bear, by
Sivajee Shahajee was released or long from his dungeon on giving
security, but he was kept a prisoner at large In Beejapoor for four years.
Acthe end of this period the king was induced to allow him to return,
to his Jagheer in the  Carnmatic ... a permission which had long been
refused. Shahjee, however, before he was —allowed to go was bound down
by solemn engagement to refrain from molesting the Moodhole jagheer; . and
in order to induce both parties to bury what had passed in oblivion, Mahomed
Adil Shah made them exchange their hereditary rights and inams as deshamoo-
khs, Shahjee giving those he had received in the districts of Kurar and Bajee-
Gnorepuray what he possessed in the Carnatic,

The object, however, of the king was frustrated, as the exchange was never
effected, and Shahjee immediately on being liberated wrote to Sivajee:- “* If you are
my son punish Bajee Ghorepuray of Moodhole * Sivajee did not forget his father’s
injuction, though he was unable to act on it immediately. He watched his opport-
unity, and waited nearly tenyears for his revenge. In 1661Ali Adil Shah, the son of
Mahomed, had completed an apparantly successful compaign against Sivajee and
was about to move into the Carnatic It was arranged that while he was engaged
in that quarter Baj: e Ghorepuray and Bahlol Khan, the Nawab of Savanocor , .....
( or more correctly speaking the ancestor of the Nawab of Savanoor, which place
had not yet come into the hands of the family ) should co-operate with the
Sawants of warree against Sivajee. While preparations for this service were going
on Bajee returned for a time to his jagheer. Sivajee, wha was stationed at Vishal-
gurh watching the movements of his enemies, heard of this and madeé a rapid
march to Moodhole, where he killed Bajee Ghorepuray with most of his relations
and followers, and burned and plundered the town, after which he ruturned in
triumph to Vishalgurh.

Some years after this, when Sivajee had proclaimed himself Raja, he became
anxious to bury past animosities amongest those of his own race and to unite all
Marathas against the Mussulmans, With this view he addressed a long letter to
Mallojee, son of Bajee Ghorepuray, which was extent not many years ago. In
this letter he recapitulated the various causes which has combined to create diss-
ension between the Bhonslays and the Ghorepurays, and endeavoured to bring
about a better feeling by pointing out to Mallojee the advantages that would
accrhe from overlooking the past and abandoning the fortunes of the Patans of
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What little is known of the family for some time after this may best be given in
the words of Mr, G W. Anderson, in his report on the Chieftains of the Southern
Maratha Country, submitted to Government in 1832, as follow ;—

** Mallojee was Succeeded by his son Akojee, who left two children,
of whom the younger, Bajee murdered his elder brother and took forcible
possession of the jagheer, but was soon after expelled by the mankurees and
zomindars, and forced to return to his patri—mony at Dheer, "

Mallojee, Peerajee’s son, was then placed on the musned. His life was a
long and eventful one. He Was contemporary with all the Peshwas,
Wishwanath to Bajee Row Ruggonath, and distinguished himself much by his
bravery in many actions The Peshawa’s record at Poona show that, probably,
as is generally reported to Save himself ftrom the imposition of ehouth on his

Tambee and Almella, yielding a revenue estimated at Rs. 1,73,900. The surinjam
was in the name of Mallojes. but Narayan and Mahadjee Ghorepuray entered
as sub holders and bound to furnish 100 horse each, the total amount of
contingent required being 700 sowars. The three districts were held by Mallojee
during his life, and after his death were assigned, in 1814 to Bappoojee Gunesh
Gokle

Mallojee, with his younger brother Sunkrajee and Ranooee, distinguished
themselves in the operations agaiost the English in 1779, When the Bombay

authorities made their un-fortunate attempt in favour of Ruggonath Row, gene-
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Row. Sunkrojee about the same time received a surinjam grant, comprising the
district of Bilghee, Beedree and Tekotch, of the estimated value of Rs, 60,00 per
annum, on the terms of furnishing 112 horsemen. It was probably in consequence
of his exertions on the same occasion that Mallojee in 1780. received an inam
grant of the village of Nandgaum in the Satara talooka. He had previously, in
1778, received a grant of certainrights in the village of Koomtah in the Korehgaum
district. The connection, however, of the Moodholkur with these villages dates
from a much earlier period. The family duftur contains a deed, dated A. D. 1533
in which half the Patelkee of Koomtch is assigned to Sunkrajee, and Mallojee,
the son of Bajee Raja and also a copy of order from the Begjapoor king (The name
of the is not given, but from the date it must have been Sikunder Adil Shah. It

is not known how the rights in koomteh — expanded into the possession of the
whole village, and, conversely, how the grant of Nandgaum diminished to a
half share in that village, ) dated A. D. 1678 to the deshmookh and deshpanday
of Waee, directing that the sahre in the patelship of the same village should be
continued hereditarily in the Ghorepuray family, With regard to Nandgnum.
the present Risaldar of His Highness the Kolapore Raja’s horse is in possession of
an original persion deed dated A.D. 1643, in which BAJEE, KHUND?]"?B'
and AMBAJEE GHOREPURAY agreed to their brother VITTOJEE enjoying
the patelship of that village hereditarily on account of his seniority.

It may be here mentioned that of the above grant only the village of Koomteh
and a half share of NANDGAON ( It is not known how-the rights in Koomteh
expanded into the possesion of the whole village, and, conversely, how the grant

NANDGAUM diminished toa half share in that village ). remain in the po_sses_sion
of the family. When the English' became possessed of the Peshwa’s territorv
they found Bilghee and Pursulghee held by the descendants of Sunkro.jae and
Ranoojes. Both, however, were resumed in consequence of the fallu're _of
direct heirs, the former in 1820 and the latter in 1845. The districts of Biddree
and Tekoteh had been previously resumed by the Peshawa in A. D, 1804 - 5.

We next here of MALLOJEE GHOREPURAY in 1795, When all the
Maratha chiefs assembled for the last time under the orders of the Peshawa
the Nizam had declared was against the Marathas and the Peshawa, Mahadoo
Row Narayan, with his famous minister Nana Furnuwees, — marched against
him and defeated him signally at the battle of Kurdla. In this. engagement
MALLOJEE. and his eldest son GOVIND ROW were on opposite sides, and
are said to have met in a hand to hand encounter. Accounts differ as to Whl(:‘h
was on the side of the Marathas and which on that of Nizam. Mr. Anderson, in
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the report above referred to makes out that MALLOJEE. had for some time
previously been In the Nizam’s service, which he did not leave till after the battle
of Kurdla, and that his son afterwords entered it and received the purgunna of
Petree in surinjam. The family tradition, (In.  a historical sketch of Moodhole
draw up by Mr Gunesh Dhondeo, the moonsiff at that place the following
accounts given of the quarral;- ‘“‘Mallojee had four sons, the eldest of whom,
names Govind Row, was very fond of hunting. One day he requested his father’s
permission for an increased allowance of grain for his horse, which his father
refused with a sharp remark, in jest, that in would be more honourable for a
Maratha sirdar to earn his borse’s Chundee with the sword than to depend for
it upon relations. Govind Row who was not an unworthy son of his father, took
the words in earnest, fled towards Hyderbad, and entered the service
of the Nizam, where he soon distinguished himself and eobtained in'jagheer
the district of Pathrood. He died about A, D.1770.) However, states that
Mallojee remined continuously on the Matatha side, and that Govind Row had
in consequence of a quarral with his father, joined the Nizam and received the
surinjam before the action of Kurdla.

We have little detailed notice of the Moodholekur after this event, all that is
known of his subsquent actions being that he distinguished himself and was
desperately wounded in one of tne battle with Holkar in 1802, Duting the time
that Mallojee was in poona his grandson, Narayan Row, son of Govind Row,
remained with him, and the estate was managed by Mahar Row, Mallojee’s
second son. His administration was marked by great cruelty. It is recorded that
on one occasion he collected ~ about a hundr ed men and beheaded them in
a row to strike terror ‘into the minds of some of their camrades, who
were given to plunder, and frequently prevented the realisation of the
revenue. In « conseq wuence of these crualties the Mankurees and
Principal inhabitants of Moodhole *‘requsted Narayan Row.
The Moonsiff's historical sketch. who still lived with his grandfather at
Poona, to come and take possession of the estate. Narayan Row accordingly
set out from Poona and on his way to Moodhole was joined by a great numbzr of
the leading men. Some of the partimans of Mahar Row, finding himsalf unable to
offer any resistancs, fled to Kolapore and offered the Raja alarge sum of
money to asist him in regaining possession of Moodhole. The Rsaja
consented and sent out a party of men for “the purpose. A scuffle ensued in
which Mahar Row was defeated and put to flight. He fled towards Nagpore and
then to Gwalior. where he was entertained by Sindia. “He returned afterwards
from thence, as will be presently soon. Mallojee died in A. D. 1805, but his
pame was still kept on in the Peshwa’s duftur as the holder of the estate. In 1816
his'san Narayan Row. died, leaving three sons, Govtnd Row, Luximan Row and
Venkut Row The last named, though the youngest of the three, was the only son
of the oldest of the Two wives of Narayan Row. The three brothers were at
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Moodhole, where their father died, and Govind Row Immediately claimed the
succession as being the eldest. On his claim being resisted by Venkut Row's
mother, he returned to Poona with her. He was followed soon after by his
younger brother. The question of succession was referred to the Peshwa, who,
however, possed no decision on the matter. Venkut Row’s mother notwith-
standing, by bribery and intriguing, seems to have put a stop to the prosecution
of Govind Row’s claim, and to have got her son tacitly recognised as his
father’s successor.

Govind Row was provided for by a command of horse under Bappoo Gokla,
and with his second brother followed the Peshwa’s fortunes when the war with
the English broke out. He was said to have been killed with his commandor at
the battle of Ashteh in 1818. Laximan Row on the fall of the Peshwa, made off
to, Baroda, where he took service under the Gwicowar, and thus Mr Elphinstone,
when settling the Country found Venkut Row in possession of Moodhole,
and accordingly concluded with his the engagements given at length in Aitchison’s
Treaties Engagements, and Sunnuds Vol. VI. P. 173. By the terms of this
agreement he was bound to keep up a contingent of 20 horses. .....esse- (in 1848 [t
was arranged that the Raja should make an annual cash payment of Rs. 2,671-14
being the amount of the yearly salary of sowars, the other 10 being entirely
dispensed with. See Treaties and Engagements as above p 68.) to continue all
rights in his jagheer, and never 1o resume without the sanction of the British
government; , to administer strict justice and put down crime or, failing that, to
submit to such arrangements as the Government should think proper; , and never
to enterrain troops for the purpose of engaging in a contest, but tosrefer all
disputes of Government, and to abide by its decision.

About this time Mahar Row appears to - have returned and he and his grand-
nephew quarrelled bitterly, the former cl iiming a share of the estate, which the
other refused. Mr Thackeray in 1820 induced the parties to come to his camp at
Bagulcote, and it was finally arranged that Mahar Row to be allowed to hold
Machiknoor; , and to get other Villages which, in all, would yleld him an Income
of Rs. 5,000.

The dispute was thus settled for the time, and Mahar Row remained quiet the

- rest of his lifetime. Nothing occurred worthy of note in Moodhole for the some
years after this. In 1816, however, Mr Elphinstone, the governor, was suprised

to receive communication from a place in Khandeish, purporting to be wtitten

by Govind Row, who was supposed to have been killed at Ashteh. The writer,

who declared he was Govind Row, stated that he had been concealed himself

and after six months, having quite recovered from his wounds, went to visit the

sacred places of Hindustan, where (whence) he had now returned. He accordingly

claimed his rights as the ol gest son of the late Narayan Row. The Commissioner
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in the Deccan, on being dirgcted to into inquire the matter, referred to Venkut
Row,who did not deny that this person might be his half brother,but ‘insisted
that he himself had been confirmed in the jagheer by the late Peshwa. Toe
Soi.disant Govind Row, was than desired to proceed to Poona, and
afterwards to Dharwar, to prove hjs identity, and an inquiry was instituted
by the Political Agent, from which it appered that Govind? Rows
wife was so assured of the identity of the claimant with her husband that
she had joined him and was living with him as his wife. A large number too ' of
persons, who had known Govind Row well in his youth, declared that the man who
had so strengly appeared on the scene was the veritable oldest son of Narayan
Row. The Government on this remarked - - ,, that though the story of Govind
Row's recovery when he left for dead, and of his then retiring to Hindustan and
remaining there for nine years, instead of coming in and claiming his lands of
the new government, be in the highest degree improbable yet the testimony borne
by different persons to his indentity renders his case worthy ofa full and
deliberate Inquiry. The Political Agent was therefore directed to call on
the alleged Govind Row to produce his proofs ‘and to confront him with
Venkut Row's people, It was however, laid down that as Venkut Row had
been confirmed in the jagheer of which was found in possession on the subversion
of the Peshwa’s government, and as a formal agreement had been concluded
between him and the British government, his title to the jagheer would, in any
case, be unimpaired. The Political Agent was therefore requested to report what
property, exclusive of the jagheer, the soi - disant Govind Row would be
entitled to, according to Hindoo law, in ths event of his proving his identity. The
matter, showever, remaind unsettled for two years longer. In the begining of
1829 Sir John Malcolm, who had succeeded Mr Elphinstone as governor of Bombay,
: made tour through the Deccan and Southern Maratha Country. He was met

at Beejapoor, among other chiefs, by Venkut Row; who begged him to inquire
into the claims that had been advanced. The local authorities reported unfavou-
rably of the protensions of the claimant, and the governor then requested
some of the principal chiefs in his camp to form themselves into a panchayat,
and pass a decision in the case. Their unanious verdict was against the
soi - disant Govind Row, who accordingly was banshed from the Deccan as
an impostor. The wife of the late Govind Row, notwithstanding this, refused
to believe that the man was any one but her real husband, and followed the impo-
stor into banishment. The justice of the panchayat’s decision was generally ack-
nowledged, and now it is well known, that the impostor was a Gossain, who bore
a remarkable resemblance to the deceased Gavind Row. The idea of the imposi-
tion is said to have occurred to him form Luximan Row’s sister, at Baroda, having
on one 'occassion seen him and remarked his resemblance to her deceased brother,
Luximimon Row, strange to say, seems to have backed up the pretensions of the
impostor, possibly with a view to paving the way for the pretensions he himself
advanced some years afterwards, It may be remarked here that Maratha Perkin
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Warbooks generally obtain surprising credence. Twelve years after the battig, of
Panipat a Kanoja Brahmin personated Sewdashew Row Bhow, commonly known
as the Bhow Sahib, who had been killed at that action, and was able to collect
twenty thousand men to support his claims. Again. when Chitoor Sing, brother
of the Raja of Satara, was treacherously seized in 1812 by Trimbukjee Danglia
thrown into the fort of Kangooreo in the Concan, a Gossain personated him; took
the fort of Prucheetgurh, and raised a formidable insurrection which the
Peshwa's troops were never able to quell completely. When Prucheetgurh was
taken by the English in 1818 the pretended Chitoor Sing was found there,

For some ten years after the event above narrated the affairs of Moodhole did
not come prominently to notice in any way, During the succeeding decade, how-
ever, it occupied a good deal of the attention of the agency. A dispute arose bet-
ween the Machiknoorkur and his mother, which had to be investigated by Mr. H.
L. Anderson (now Sir H. L. Anderson, K, C. S. |.) the Assistant Political Agent
Mahar Row, the settiement of whose quarrel with Vemkut Row, Raja has been
narrated above, died in 1831, leaving a widow and a son, Goyvind Row. The
former managed the estate, and after taking over charge demanded the other
villages which the Raja had promised to give to Mahar Row. This demand the
Raja refused, and in justification of his  proceeding produced a bond in which
Mahar Row relinquished his claim to the other villages besides Machiknoor and
agreed to receive a sum sufficient to make his yearly income amount to Rs 5, 000,
which, as Machiknoor was estimated at Rs 800, would leave Rs 4,200 to be paid
in cash. In 1840 the Raja paid hisamount to Govind Row direct instead of to the
mother of the latter, This led to the matter being referred into the management of
this estate by Mahar Row's widow, which showed that she had shamefully misma-
naged her son’s property, and had incurred heavy debts on its security for purpos
es unconnected with the estate. The result was that Govind Row was allowed to
assume charge of his estate, he making an allowance of Rs 100 per mensem to his
mother. It was decided at the same time that the former was not responsible
for the debts his mother had so unauthorisedly incurred.

In 1844 Laximon Row, at the instance, it Is said, of a dissatisfied carclln
of his brother’s |aid claim to a share of the jagheer, and the superiority due to him
as elder of the two brothers -Owing to certain delays in getting the necessary pape-
s, the final report on the case was not sent to Government till four years after.
In it Mr. Anderson detailed the circumstances of the case very clearly, and gave
it as his opinion that, looked as bastractedly, the merits of the case were in favour
of Laximon Row's claim, as, in default of Govind Row, who fell at Ashteh, he
was unquestionably the eldest son of Narayan Row Raja. Venkut Row denied
his brothers seniority on the ground that he himself ( Venkut Row, ). was the son
of senioa wife. The shastree’s opinion, however, was clear that ** the child who
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who first sees the light, is the eldest, whether he be the son of a senior or
junior wife." and his opinion was confirmed by precedents. Notwithstanding
this Mr Anderson submitted that after the lapse of so many years, Laximon
Row’s claim could not be heard. The Government concurred in this view, and
their decision was subsquently fully approved by the Court of Directors,
which observed that it was “impossible, especially at this distance,
of time, to supersode the rights held by the present Raja under an
express grant for Mr Elphinstone.” Laximon Row appealed vehemently agains;
this decision, but shortly afterwards died. In the course of his inquiry a disco.
very was made that reflected considerable discredit on Venkut Row Raja. A
couple of years before the date of the report above referred to Mr Anderson and
investigated a dispute of very long standing between Venkut Row and the
Dessainee of Lokapoor, The letter had been for years claiming the district of
Lokapoor as being her's on inam tenure, whereas the Raja asserted that she
held it only on a lease. So long ago as 1834 the case had been submitted to a
panchayat which decided in the Raja’s favour, but the dispute still cootinued,
and was finally settled by Mr Anderson in 1846. During the investigation into
the case the Raja produced a sunnud purporting tobe a grant of the five
Mahals from the Badshah. When Laximon Row’s ciaim had to be inquired into
Mr Anderson remembered this document and called for its production. To this
Raja replied that it was lost and had never been in his possession. The fact
appears to have been that, as was generally supposed, the sunnud that had
been produced was a forgery.

There were other matters which at this period brought down the displeasure
of Government on Venkut Row Rajay;- During the vear 1839, 1840 and1841 a
number of serious gang-robberies were committed in the neighbourhood of
Moodhole by men belonging to that place. In one of these cases the Magistrate
traced a quantity of the stolen property to a village in Moodhole, and found
Teason to suspect that Venkut Row Rajay had harboured the offenders generally
and was in league with them. The matter was formally inquired into, and repor-
ted to Government, which recorded its opinion that ** there exists the strongest
possible grounds for suspecting that the Raja of Moodhole has connived at the
-several gang-robberies which have been traced to persons in his district;”’ that
however, * he can nit be accused directly of such connivance but his administ-
ration can be charged with a total want of cooperation in detecting and appre-
hending robbers traced into the territory and taking refuge there. *“ The resolu-
tion went on to express extreme regret at the lax and unsatisfactory manner in
which 'the administration of the state was conducted, which Government rema-
rked ' was entirely attributable to the © suspinencess and culpable indifference’’
of the Raja, who was warned that he could not be permitted te continue such
a course of conduct when the effect was so injurious to British subjects. It-was
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pointed out to Venkut Row that he held his jagheer on terms requiring him to
do justice, and he was informed that, as the paramount power, a responsiblity
rested with the Government of seeing justice done. Finally on intimation was
given to him that, uniess a change for the better look place, it might, “ be
necessary to take steps that would in a great measure diminish an authority
which he seemed to little inclined to use for the benefit of the publi®
interest."’

The warning was not altogether without its due effect, and sometime
afterwards Mr. H. L. Anderson reported that the administration of Moodhole
had improved. On more than one occasion, however, subsquently the chief's
conduct was brought unfavourably to the notlce of Government for oppression
and injustice, and at last when, in April 1850, the Raja released a man who had
been apprehended with stolen property, the Political Agent reported that in his
opinion ** the time had arrived for the adoption of some measures for securing a
better police administration.”” of the jagheer. In reply to this Government
observed that by the 7th article of the terms granted to the Raja in 1819 it
had a clear right to make such arrangements as it deemed proper under the
circumstances, but that it would only impose a fine at first as warning to the
Raja, and the Political Agent was requested to state his opinion as to the
amount of fine to be levied. On the matter being referred to Mr. Manson, the
Assistant Political Agent, he suggested  that Rs. 5,529-5-6 should be exacted
from the Raja, being the amount of unrecovered stolen property in the case in
question. Mr. Reeves, the Political Agent, however, thought this amount
insufficient. He submitted to Government a report commenting most unfavou-
rably on the Raja’s charactor; and suggested that the fine should be fixed at
Rs. 11,000 '

Fortunately for the Raja at this juncture a change took place in the agency’
and Mr Reeves was succeeded by Mr. J. D. Inverarity. The latter gentleman’
on being referred to by Government, gave an opinion widely differing from
that of his predecessor;, and reported that the chief had not received that
countenance and support from the agency to which he was entitled, as the
akbarnuwees of Government new writter at Moodhole had been allowed to
an extent that destroyed the chif’s authority, and was in the habit even of
addressing the Raja officiallally on terms of equality. Mr Inverarity then comme-
nted on the specific charges against the Raja, explaining them in a mannef
favourable to the latter, He protested against the power given to the news-
writter, and urged that due support should be given to the Raja. These views
were fully approved by Government and the Court of Directors, who
expressed themselves willing to give the Moodholekur another chance.
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Not long after this, in December 1854, Venkut Row died. Notwithstanding
the bad name he bore at one time with the authorities in conseguence of the
defectiveness of the police arrangements, and grave suspicious that attached
to him of not only harbouring robbers, but actually conniving at their lawless
deeds, he seems in many respects to have been a fair sample of a Maratha
ruler and he was ceonsidered by the natives the best ruler in the Southern
Maratha Country. He was on the whole, Captain ( now Lieutenant colonel)
G, S. A. Anderson reported in 1861, a liberal landlord, and his ryots were
generally better of than those of the other jagheer states. The assesment was
light, and Brahmin influence was not so strong as in the Putwurdhun surin-
jams, He was unfortunately served by bad officials, and certain evil-disposed
persons made it their study to give an unfavourable colouring to his administ-
ration, His personal character was such as to make him popular among his
countrymen. He was an expert horseman and fond of field sports, and in
conversation he showed great readiness of repartee. His character was how-
ever marked by a not uncommon Maratha failing-fhat of extreme credulity, and
during the latter years of his life he was much victimized by impostors, who
undertook to cure by charms a stiff arm he had, and to find buried treasure.

- Venkut Row was succeded by his son Bulwunt Row Baba Sahib, who at
the time of his father's death was thirteen years of age. After Venkut Row’s
death a document was found purporting to be a sort of will in which he expre-
ssed his wish that the work of the state should be carried on by his son with
the assistance of the Karbharees. Some doubt arose as to the genuiness of this
document, and it was decided finally that the appointment of a servant of
Government as Karbharee of the Moodhole estate during the minority of the
young chief was imperatively demanded, as the Government, bearing in mind
the character of the Raja’s administration, could place no confidence in any
officer subordinately connected with it, and also remembered the fact that the
history of the agency in the Southern Maratha Country was ** fertil in instances
of gross peculation and mismanagement by relations and karbharees when
entrusted with the administration during minerities.” This decision was of coures
extremely distasteful to those who had expected to hold the reins of power, and
a letter was sent to Government in which the young chief applied to have the
provisions of his father's will carried into effect. The application, however,
was without effect, as the Governor in Council considered that the Raja
in 'making itwas only an in strument inthe hands of others, andthe
authorities felt assured thatit was for the minor’s own interests that the
arrangements for the administration of the estate should be carried out as orde-
red. Accordingly a government karbnaree was appointed and arrangements
were made for the Raja’s education. A tutor was procured for him from Bombay
and he was carefully educated, receiving instruction in English among other
subjects. :

1Y UR FRIE A sfage



R

In 1856, during the Huk inquiry, conducted by Mr. Chapman, which has
been so frequently referred to in these pages, forged accounts were submitted
from Moodhole as had been the case during the previous inquiry in 1844. The
Chief being dead under whose administration thess discreditable proceedings
had taken place, the Government merely prohibited the payment of further
compensation and directed the refund of Rs. 8,497-4-1, the amount shown to
have been fraudulently obtained.

During the minority of the young Raja several improvements were effected
in his estate. The current coin of the district has been the Peerkhanee rupee
( According to the mint valuation standard the value of the Pesrkhanee rupee
is 13.605 per cent, below that of the new Bombay currency. ) but the late Raja
two years before his death had given orders that the revenue should be levied
in Government currency. The preliminary steps towards this desirable result had
been taken when the chief died, but all the arrangements had to be completed
and the change of currency had to be introduced by the karbharee, Kristnajee
Bullal. This delicate operation he managed sucessfully, though at first many
complaints arose. He also made a revenue settlement which increased the
revenue of the state by Rs 2,000 per annum, without, harassing the ruots. In
his administration of justice and police arrangements the kerbharee did not
give so much satisfation. The Political Agent reported unfavourably on his
conduct in connection with a most arrocious. murder that took place near
Moodhole, and his unfavourable remarks were endorsed by Government. The
elaborate investigation, howevr, into the case referred to and the karbharee’s
administration generally, by Captain G. S. Anderson, showed that due allowance
had not been made for the position in which Kristnajee Bullal was placed at
Moodhole with incompetent officials wedded to a loose and defective style of
work, and disposed to combine strongly against the Government karbharee. In
consequence of Captain Anderson’s report the Government modified the opinion
formarly expressed on the subject and agreed with the acting political agent in
thinking that, all things considered. Kristriajee Bullal’'s administration of the
estate was creditable to him, though it was still held that his proceedings in
connection with the murder case were not satisfactory.

It should be mentioned that during the eventful period of the Indian
mutiny the state of Moodhole remained quiet with the exception of an attempt
made by the Beruds of the village of Hulgullee to resist the operation of the
Disarming Act. The instruction, which extended no further, was promptly
quelled by a paity of the southern Maratha Horse and a company of the 28 th
Regiment N. |. The cost of suppressing the rising W & afterwards recorded from
the state.

In the begining of 1861 the young chief was entrusted with the manage-
ment of his estate. At the time of his father’s death the treasury contained a
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cash balance of Rs 45,642-13-2, the debts due to the estate amounted to Rs
24,873-9-6, and the debts due to the chief to Rs. 51.380-1-0 of which, how-
ever, only Rs, 24,886-3-8 were supposed to be recoverable;- ( The amounr
actually recorded was Rs 28,400-13-4 ) The debts were paid off, and during
the minority the average annual excess of receipts over expenditure amounte
1o Rs 44,208, so that the young Raja came into his estate with a cash balance
of upwards of three lakhs of rupees in hand. Half of this sum the chief interest
to the prosecutlon of public works,

Bulwunt Row Raja was spared but a short time to the enjoyment of his
estate. On the 27 th March 1862 he died suddenly, leaving two children. a
girl, ( married some time before her father’s death to a nephew of the Raja oe
Kolapore, who was present on the occasion with all his retinue, this being ths
first time, it is said, that a mamber of Sivajee’s family vislted Moodhole since
Bajee Raja‘s death, or indeed had nay friendly intercourse with the Moodhol-
ekur.) agad five years, and aninfant son of onz yearold vaikut Row. The
event:'was much lamznted, as the young Raja had given promise of being one
of the best chiefs in tha Southern Maratha Country,,His administration of justice
was, most satisfactory, and he had shown much interest in the prosecution of
public works and the spread of education. In the words of the Governor's letter
of condolence to the widow, it was a source of sincere regret.”” that a chief who
promised to be such a wise ruler and such a bright example to his fellow should
have beeh cut of at the early age off twenty one.”

Immediately after the death of Bulwunt Row Raja, his widow sent a
letter tothe Assistant Political Agent, informing him that her husband on
his deathbed had expressad his wish that she, together with the Karbharee
and the moonsiff, should carry on the administration of the estate durning
the infantchif’s minority, It had been found, however, that karbharees in
charge of minor's estates, unless made directly responsible to Government
almost invariably betrayed their trust, It was feared that if- the widow's
wishes in the present case were at attended to, and the officials were made,
responsible to her alone, there would inconsequence, of her total inexperience
be no check whatever on her proceedings. It was ac:ordingly directed by
Government that the karbharee and moonsiff should carry on the administra-
tion of the state, consulting the widow on all reasonable occasions, and being
guided as far as feasible by her wishes, but being held directly responsible to
the political authorities. A memorandum of instructions was then drawn up to
the guidance of the two officials, defining their several dutiesand the new
arrangements were at once carried into operation.

During the late chief's life time a discussion had commenced regarding
his inam village of Koomteh and Nandgaum in the Satara collectorate, to which
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had been intended to apply the provisions of the Act for the summary settle -
ment of inams. The Raja contended that these inams were secured to his by tretay
but the Government declined to take this view of the case. It was intimated to
the Raja, however, that if he desired it, his villages and lands in the Satara
coilectorate would be excluded from the summary settlement on the ground
that they were held on a political tenure, This intimation caused considerables
perplexity to the chief. He could not omancipate his mind from the idea thatthese
villages were really guaranted to him by treaty, and he feared that the ad mission
that he held them merely ona political tenure would effect his title to them. At
one time he thought of proposing to exchange these villages for .others of equi-
valent in Belgaum coliectorate, but his death prevented any steps being taken
towards this end. The case was then laid before Government, which decided
that, for political reasons, they complied with the late chief’s request that these
inams should be considered as forming part and portion of the Moodhole estate,
and that therefore the summary settlement should not be applied to them. With
regards to the question which had arison whether Koomteh should be brought
under the regulation, it appeared to the Government that, ! Karbharee appointedh
by Government was in chirge of Moodhole, the most obvious mode of conducting
the police and maglstetial work of the village during the young chief’s minority
would be to place it under the regulations and in the Satara magistracy, the
jagheerdar’s agent at the spot being appointed a subordinate of the I st or 2 nd
class accaording to his fitness. Had the late chief survived “ it was observed,
this might have been felt as irksome but it will not be falt on by the young chief
nor by the pzople of the village, if the karbharze and local agent now, and the
young cnief afterwards, be invested with jurisdication in civil suits in the village.

The Moodhole estate has now been six years under the management
above described. Careful arrangement have been made for the young chief’s
education and for the proper ajministration of his estate, The districts have
been measured and the land classified bv the revenue survey, and one-anna Cess
for education 1| purposes and public work has been sanctioned and introduced.
A considerable sum is being spent every year in public works of which a detailed
account is given elsewhere and such of the large surplus receipts as are not
devoted 1o this purposes are invested in Government securities. There is there
fore on every ground for hoping that when Venkut Row Rajais old enough to
be invested with full powers he will be found well be qualified for the dutie.
of his high position. Hisfinauce will be in'a more prosperous state than was
ever the cash with any of his ancestors, and he will reap the benefit of the
expenditure that -has incurred on account of public works in the rncrease d
prosperity of his estate, and the enhanced contentment of his ryots.
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FIRISHT'S REFERENCE TO MHEERUT
(Scott’s translation, 1974 ).

Arranging his dominions in four principal Governments he conferred that of
the Capital and its dependencies Debul, Beejore, and Mudkal, on Mallek Syefu-
ddin Ghoree: Choule, Khiber, Dowlutabad to Mheerppottum with the territory
of Mhserut, he committed to Mahummad, son of his brother Ali Shah,. Mahoor,
Ramgeer, and his division of Berar were entrusted to Kusder Khan Syestaunee
and Bieder, Indore, with Kolauss, and the Possessions in Telingana fo Azim
Humaiun, son of Mallek Syefaddin Ghoree (Scott, P. 13)

Elevated by his successful beginning, the appropriated to his own use some
years revenues of Mheerut and Berar, which Sultan Mahmud Shah had deposited
in the fortress of Doulatabad, with which he levied troops. Most of the towns
and districts of Mheerut felljinto his hands. These he divided among his adherents,
Who in alittle time amounted to nearly ten thousand horse and foot (8. p. 32).

A Citadel of great extent and strangth was erected on the very site of Bieder,
the ancient Capital of the princes of the country, who accroding to the Hindu
books, five thousand years back possessed the whole extent of Mheerut, Carnatic
and Telingana (S. P. 106)

In Telingana, Mheerut and all the Bahamenee dominions, no grain was sown
for two vears Successively. (s. p. 162).

Ferishta often mentions the Mharattas, as inhibitants of the province of
Mheerut or Mharat, dependent on the Government of Dowlatabad, from the
earliest part of his history. (Scott's note (2), P.32).

Nineteenth Century Historians.

By the legend it appears that fhe family trace their pedigree from the famous
Bappa Rawal of Chitor, who reigned over Rajaputana in the year 134 of the
Christaan era, But as any accounts of his very early descendants do not belong
or are iImmaterial to the Maratha History, it may be briefly observed, that one of
the descendents of Bheemsen, a son of Bappa Rawal, who had settled in Nepaul
returned to the land of his forefathers, in 1442, and founded the principality of
Doongurpoor and Banswara. The thirteenth ruler of this race, at Doongurpoor,
named Abheesee, and styled as the Maharana, left the Goverment to his sister's
son, in prejudice of his own children. One of the latter, named Sujansee, came
to the Deccan and entered the service of the King of Bijapur, who conferred upon
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him the district of | Moodhul comprising 84 villages with the title of Rajah.
Sujansee had four sons; Bajee Raja, in whose line descended the Mudholkar estate;
the second died without family: from wolubsye is Ghorpuray of Kapshi; and Suga-
jee the youngest, hadason named Bhosajee, from whom are derived all the
Bhonslays. He had ten sons; the eldest settled at Deoolgaon, near Patus, the Patel
of which Malooji Raja, was an active partisan, under the King of Ahmednagarand
had a jahageer conferred upon him, which descended to his son Shahajes, after-
wards a principal Maratha leader under the Bijapur dynasty. He acquired in the
jahagir, nearly the whole of what now forms the Colletorship of Poona, together
with the part of the territory now under Satara and it was in these villages that
his son Shivajee matured his plan of Hindu indspendent sovereignty.

I(‘Historicai sketch of the princess of India by Clunes published in London,
Edinburgh 1815, page 130).

7.4 .

The Ghorepurays were ofiginally named Bhonslay’ and their ancestor acquired
the present surname, according to their family legend, during the Bahminee dyna-
sty, from having been the first to scale a fort in Concan, which was deemed (mp-
regnable, by fastening a cord round the boby of a Ghorepur, or guana. They
were Deshmookhs under the Beejapur Government, and divided into * two
distinct families- the one of Kapasee, near the Warana river; the other of
Moodhole, near the Gutpurba. the Ghorepurays appear to have signalied themse-
Ives at a very early period. The title of Umeerool-Oomrah was conferred on one
of the members of the Kapsee family by the Beejapur Kings ( History of the
Mahrattas by J. Grant Duff. Fourth Edition Vol. | pp 33, 74.)

The Kapseekar and Moodholkar were known under the Beejapur Government,
the former by the Nowkus the fatter by the Satkus Ghorepurays - a distinction
which both families keep up, but for which they can give no satisfactory reason;
the first Ghorepuray that joined Sivajee was one of the former. The head of the
latter is the Patell of avillage near Satara.

3
The first authentic account, of this branch of the Bhosla familyis to be found in an
original letter from Shivaji to Maloji Ghorpade, dated Bhaganuggur, when he
was forming a connection with the king of Golkonda., This curious document is
in the Hhands of Gavindrao Ghorpade together with a vast number of Persian
papers, the authenticity of which when compared with other documents of the
same time, cannot, for a moment, be doubted. The letter alluded tois from
Shivaji recapitulating the several causes, which combined to create the inverate
hostility between the Bhonslas and Ghorpades. and endeavouring fo assuage it
by pointing out of Maloji the disadvantages of his abandoing the fortunes of the
Pathans of Bijapur who hold the young King in subjection, At this time Maloji
Ghorpade is addressed by Shivaji asan equal and must have been one of the
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greatest nobles of the Adil Shahi Court. The family has from an early period
borne the title of Raja, probable conferred by the Kings of Bijapur and it is his
privilege not only to be excused from performing Mujra (the obeysance of a
subject), but the chief of the famliy is entitled to have Morchal (a fly flapper of
Peacock’s feather) waved over his head on eccasions of state. This family held
from the Adii Shahi Government the following districts, viz.

Paragana Mudho!
» Lokapur
s  Dhowleswar Rs. 100,000
., Jombgee
”» MaChakﬂOOI’

which the family enjoys to this day under the British Government.

During the reign of the Rajas of Satara we hear little of the Mudho! Raja; the
first instance we find is in the case of Shankraji Raja, who Joined in the pursuit
of Raghoba Dada into Gujrat, where he died. For this and for other acd afforded
subsequently he had a saramjam assigned him of Rs. 250000 for the maintenance
of 675 horse, but which was resume by the late Bajirao. It is the pride of this
family that its personal estates are derived from the Kings of Bijapur, but that it
never received personal support from any subsequent rulers.

The family also helf the Deshmukhi of Satara and the three villages of Nandgon
Tarf Satara, Koonta* Tarf Koregaum, Rs. 3000 and Pussurni, Prant Karnatak,
value unknown. :

(section by Forest Maratha, series, Vol. Ip. 667)

F gl
In a hostorical skétch of Moodhole drawn up by Mr. Gunesh Dhonddeo, the
Munsiff at that Place, following account is given of the quarrel (between Maloji
and Govind Rae) :-
“Mallojee had four sops, the eldest of whom named Govind Rao, was very fond of
hunting. One day he requested his father’s permission for an increased allowance
of grain for his horse, which his father refused , with a sharp remark, in jest, that
It would be more honourable for a2 Maratha Sirdar to earn his horse’s Chundee
with the sword than to depend for it upon relations. Govind Rao who was not
an unworthy son of his father, took the words in earnest, fled towards Hyderabad
and entered the service of the Nizam, where he soon distiuguishcd himself and
obtained in jagheer the district of Pathree. He died about A, D. 1770,
(Memoir of the states by Capt. Edward W. West. Note on p. 159).

* B4 g1 iy WS Tews aiar ¥ Favrax far wda s aew (R0-¥=209%) st
= fawrer, - :
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