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Camp : Milind Mahavidyalaya

Nag Sen Van,

Aurangabad (Deccan),

9th December 1955.

My dear Pillai,

I have been separated from you for a long number of years. You have
not cared either to contact me or to make any enquiry about me. I take it
that it is so because you are practically living in the other Zone, i.e. the Russian
and the Chinese Zone. I am of course an old fashioned man and I live in
the democratic world to which [ am acquaint and familiar. 1 thought that
any attempt on my part to make contact with you might be misunderstood
but circumstances have forced me to address this little letter to you, and I
hope that you will not disrespect it. Being a Buddhist I am quite acquainted
with the Panchshil but I have now been hearing a great deal from the mouths
of Bulganin, Krushchev and the King of Saudi Arabia about their knowledge
also of Panchshil. Being a man of very limited intelligence, I have never been
able to catch what sort of a Panchshil, Bulganin, Krushchev and the ' King
of Saudi Arabia observe. I remember to have read Mr. Chou-En-Lai, the
Prime Minister of China also to give an utterance to Panchshil when he came
to India to meet our Prime Minister. [ am very anxious to collect the text
of the Panchshil to which these four notabilities in the world are referring to.
You must be the custodian all news in the word especially about foreign
countries and 1 thought that you were the proper source to whom I send
this letter.

I'have not been very well for some time but I am recovering slowly. If your
letter is addressed to my present address as above it will reach me alright.

With kindest regards to my Foreign Friend and his wife.

Yours sincerely, '

Shri. N. R. Pillai, (Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.
I.C.S., '

Secretary General,

External Affairs,

Government of India,

NEW DELH]I.
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13/23 W.E.A. Karolbagh,
New Delhi.

22nd March 1956.

Respected Doctor Sahib,

Pardon me for this intrusion into your precious time. I may re-introduce
myself as the person who came along with Mr. M. R. Bhardwaj of the Home
Ministry to see you and seek your kind consentto have yourself e¢xamined
by a spiritualist who is good at curing many chronic ailment without any
internal or external administration of medicaments.

On the 17th March, evening, when Mr. Bhardwaj and I met you, you agreed
to have the examination on that day itself and we too were happy to bring the
specialist, Madame Bastien of France to get you examined and prescribs
necessary course of treatment. Madame Bastien has had a long discussion
with you over the course of treatment and the causes for your present allment.
She was also kind enough to give you a course of treatment which was a
process of irradiation of cosmic energy on to your physical body in order to
tone up the degenerated tissues of the legs and spine. As you agreed to
continue the treatment and give the new method of fair trial, we wanted to
meet you again on the 19th. But, unfortunately, we (Madame Bastien and
myself) were told by your Personal Assistant (Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu) that
as your Mrs. does not like the method of treatment and as she does not
want any women come there (to your bungalow) and do any thing with Dr.
Sahib, we were not advised to attend on you. Madame Bastien f{elt hurt at
these words. In fact, it was her conclusion, even at her first visit that the
concentrated evil spirit around you is nothing but your Mrs. but we
refrained from making this known to you as this may obstruct our anxiety
ta get you cured and make your services available to the toiling masses for
many years more.

I tried in vain in visiting your bungalow with Mr. Ujgar Ram of the Delhi
Scheduled Castes Welfare Association and having prolonged discussion with
your father-in-law, about the efficiency of such a course of treatment which
costs nothing and which does not involve any oral or parenteral administration
of medicines. Though your father-in-law was quite convinced, yet he was
afraid of his own daughter (your Mrs.) in opening this subject again with her. -
He told me categorically that she did not want any one else other than her
family Doctor to treat you.
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Yesterday, the 21st March, I tried again to contact you in person and request
you te continue the treatment at least for few weeks and if you find it giving
you seme relief, you-may continue it further.

Your Mrs. who saw both Mr. Ujgar Ram and myself sitting in the
verandah awaiting an interview with you, told Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu that
we should not be allowed to sit there and should be asked to clear off the
bungalow. She even added, insolently, that we had come there as the ““agents
of the French Woman who was attempting to seduce my husband and rob
his property.” Ifelt extremely troubled to hear such words. I have had no
intention excepting to get you cured and thereby ensure your services to
the people of India. If this is a crime I would gladly plead guilty. In reality,
I would be happy to cut off my legs and give them to you, so that you
may serve the people better than me, who neither possesses the vast
knowledge nor the courage and conviction that you have. At least it would
give me that satisfaction that I have served a great man who has rendered
great service to the people 'of India. I am sorry I am engaging you in
reading this long rather tense letter.

1 once again appeal to you in the interests of community, to give this course
of treatment a fair trial and I am sure you will be definitely cured. You have
tried all other system-Allopathic, Homeopathic, Ayurvedic, etc., for the
last seven years but with no result. I only want you to undertake this
treatment for seven weeks and you will yourself feel the difference.

I am now fully confirmed and 1 concur with Madame Bastien that if it all
anybody is to be held responsible for your premature disability—and God
forbid—your earlier death—it will be only due to your own indifference to face
reality—that it is your Mrs. who is the enemy of your welfare, You are thousand
times more intelligent than me. You have had very wide experience in life.
But I am sorry to say—and I may be excused for my impalatable words that
you are completely ignorant of the reality of the vicious forces around
you.

If we are fortunate—which I doubt very much you will realise the gravity of
the situation early, break of the shacles that chain you to the advices of your
Mrs. ‘and undertake the course of treatment suggested by madame
Bastien.
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With folded hands and bended knees, I once again appeal to you, at least
on receipt of this letter, to make arrangements for continuing the treatment.
I will be leaving for Bombay in about three weeks. Hence I would request
you to intimate me through Mr, Nanak Chand Rattu.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) K. KRISHNAMURTHY.

Dr. B. R, Ambedkar,
26, Alipore Road,
DELHL

(One of the Scheduled Caste Government Servants in New Delhi. His
letter to Ambedkar warning him against Mrs. Ambedkar’s ways and means
to prolong his sickness).

13/23 W. E. A., Karolbagh,
NEW DELHI
Dated 26-3-1956.

K. Krishnamurthy,

Posts and Telegraphs : Associate of the Asian Trade Union Collcge,
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions.

My dear Doctor Sahib,

I am pained to write this letter to you, while I am still in Delhi and I can
easily come and see you in person. Yet, the veritable treatment given by your
people to me on three occasions prevents me from coming to you unless I get
a positive appointment with you.

You may be aware that I took the initiative in bringing Sister Bastein ten days
ago to examine you and prescribe the course of treatment suitable for you.
You were also, I am told by Sister Bastein, convinced for the usefulness of
such a course of treatment based on the principle of Cosmic Radiation. She
has also informed you that I would be coming to you for continuing the
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treatment as she have to leave for Bombay. Accordingly I came over to your
house on three occasions, and on every occasion I was treated badly by your
Mrs., and prevented from seeing you in person even for a minute.

Yesterday, I was waiting for you for over one hour. When you arrived at
about 9 p.m., I sent my visiting card through your Hon. Private Secretary
Shri Nanak Chand Rattu. But I was told by him that you have asked me to go
out. I was again prompted to send a long note to you seeking a personal inter-
view for a minute. That too was refused.

I am rather surprised at the way in which I was replied. Is this the courtcsy
and human attitude you want your ardent followers to practise? If you do not
like the treatment yourself, you could have told Sister Bastien that you did not
believe in her way of treatment. In that case, [would not have wasted my
precious time in writing for you indefinitely. I have the greatest reverence for
you. My heart bleeds when I see you struggling with your legs. I feel whether
I would cut off my legs and give them to you. The allopathic doctors have been
treating you for nine full years and yet could not get even an iota of
improvement. Unfortunately, to my spiritual reading, it is your own people,
especially your own Mrs. who is the root cause for this unhappy state of affairs.
If this continue like this unchecked, Iam afraid, you will have shorter life than
what we all wish. It is upto you to think of the lakhs of Scheduled Castes
whose uplift is dearer to you than the pleasures of family life.

If you are convinced of the treatment and if you feel like continuing it, you
may intimate me through your Secretary as to the exact time I can come and
attend on you, but there should be no interference from your wife.

Soliciting your reply,

Ever yours,

(Signed) K. KRISHNAMURTHY. "
(His second letter to A.)
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26, Alipur Road,
_ Delhi.
Dated the 22nd April 1956.

Pear Mr. Khobragade,

You were invited for a function where I was to address at Agra on the 17th
of last month. It was a biggest meeting in Uttar Pradesh and with myself it
was an ideal introduction of yours to our people in that part. T had instructed
them to get you there. Iam told they had informed you about their willingness
to pay your fares. Repeated letters and telegrams were sent to you. You
haven’t the common courtesy to reply to my correspondence. This sort of
behaviour is not befitting a Secretary of the party. I am thoroughly disgusted
with your people. Such negligence and lapses I shall not tolerate. It is nearly
a year that you are appointed the new General Secretary. The elections are
coming so near and as yet you have not showed your face to the people on
this side. I wonder when are you going to acquaint them with the resolutions
of the Working Committee and similar matters about the party. You haven’t
yet informed your office address to the office of the Commissioner for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes who has often some thing or the other to send us.
All their correspondence is going to the old Secretary. All press correspondence
comes to me, for you have not given your address anywhere. In the interest
of the organisation, you must not do what I do with regard to the press. The
P.T.I and U.P.I. people wherever you go must be informed about our meetings,
etc. 1 am sure they will not refuse to print.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) B. R, AMBEDKAR.
Shri. R. (B) D. Khobragade,
B.A., Bar-at-Law,

General Secretary,
All India Scheduled Castes Federation,
Gandhi Ward, Chambia (Madhya Pradesh)
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B SUST TR S —
TALK FOR THE B. B. C. LONDON

In the short time allotted to me I am asked to answer two questions. First
is “why I like Buddhism ” and the second is “ How useful it is to the world
in its present circumstances.”

' T prefer Buddhism because it gives three principles in combination which
no other religion does. All other religions are bothering themselves with
God and Soul and life after death. Buddhism teaches Prajna (understanding
as against superstition and supernaturalism). [t teaches Karuna (love).
It teaches Samata (equality). This is what man wants for a good and happy
life on earth. These three principles of Buddhism make their appeal to me.
These three principles should also make an appeal to the world. Neither God
nor Soul can save Society.

There is a third consideration which should make an appeal to the world
and particularly the South East Asian part of it. The world has been faced
with the onslaught of Karl Marx and the Communism of which he is made
the father. The challenge is very serious one. That Marxism and Communism
relate to secular affairs. They have shaken the foundation of the religious
system of all the countries. This is quite natural for the religious system
although today is unrelated to the secular system yet is the foundation on which
everything secular rests when the secular system cannot last very long unless
it has got the sanction of the religion however remote it may be ?

1 am greatly surprised at the turn of mind of the Buddhist countries in South
East Asia, towards communism. It mean that they don’t understand what
Buddhism is. I claim that Buddhism is a complete answer to Marx and his
Communism. Communism of the Russian type aims to bring it about by
a bloody revolution. The Buddhist Communism brings it about by a bloodless
mental revolution. Those who are eager to embrace communism may note
that the Sangh is a Communist organisation. There is no private property.
This has not been brought about by violence. It is the result of a change of
mind and yet it has stood for 2500 years. It may have deteriorated but ideals
are still binding. The Russian Communism must answer this question. They
must also answer two other questions. One is that why communistic system
is necessary for all times. They have done the work which it may be admitted
the Russians could never have been able to do, but when the work is done why
the people should not have freedom accompanied by love as the Buddha
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preached. The South East Asian Countries must, therefore, be beware of
jumping into the Russian net. They will never be able to get out of it.  All that
is necessary to them is to study the Buddha and what he taught, a right and to
give political form to his teachings. Poverty there is and there will always be.
Even in Russia there is poverty but poverty cannot be an excuse for sacrificing
human freedom.

Unfortunately the Buddha’s teachings have not been properly interpreted
and understood. That his gospel was a collection of doctrines and social
reforms have been completely understood. Once it is realized that Buddhism
is a social gospel the revival of it would be everlasting event for the world
will realize why Buddhism makes such a great appeal to every one.

(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.

26, Alipur Road,
New Delhi.

Dated 12th May 1956,

AETETRAAT FAT MM 0 T ]4E @ “aErdy aiw srnfeaT ” amw 3
for ‘st SwEry wlmer ' (Prospects). @t ST i—

A AAT G AR, STAY GATATH HEH SIFEAE A, R
MY qredE A Wewr (FfAaEny) ae wwdw, qr MSEAT GRINT BFEY
TiEAT A B AT FATAT TRENGE gl FEErE gIF AR, Smedr e N
T afawT sAer R, AT AfuwTaT Sear are sttt feasy 3, 2
afafelt amoear FwadT FE2 T, & FIHANT ATTAT  ZITET TSAFTIATT
Mamﬁ%m.mamfmmﬁqﬁmm@g% anw T 9 G
AN, T ¥ WA AR FE 7 WIATT SIFAE ATR qTEN, araEE aEEr
IR AEATT T TG AT AT FTET AEAT 32 3 OfEd. Srraaer
TS F W A1 I A UAE ARG g7 Aol A<EAT AR S
T WE § B WG AR SwuE A e e 3 1w semar 92
A9l WAL AR, FASTNG B giaTsre duv ft gardt e e
ﬁwmﬁmmﬁmmﬁﬁ@mgmw.qw%ﬁ
TER TTF 90 AT 89 g ! F 57 s fmaee aw ama -
m@aﬁwwmmm,mwmgaﬁmﬁ
AR 7 AT A AR, AU UHCH ST W @A qAT, D arhaw
wmwmmm?mmawmm@.
X e st et o ar S TerdEr s 7 A arae



q¥ . WiaTrs Tasit FEsET 9|

aT T NRE AEE FAhG - 9 amfrs S & weel A
ATl wTEE orea o wEaT  fRETEw Swide 9w oFE 9y T
T, I Twd A, g T T AEE. ¥R qE g Wy
S¥F ey AT daS wE wEAE, o a1 A Ged % a1 fae-
WEIT ST S GHTAT e, e S HAQ A A A T
farsop femary & d@ Mg o, T AT (SRATSrET) ST
FrT. war dte Sy A F wmEAry A fresnar et s
TARTRIAT ST ST SHAATC fTaSH AT, o S AR | qEHA TEH
w@,mmﬁvmm.mﬁﬁa&aﬁaé’rﬁmmﬁﬁ.w
ST T WS N SIIATSAT B T St AW wEw fwadr o e
RIS T AT Al A fHad. WU AT draiEn At S
v ST Sad 2 a=rl dW g FgTeR fatael e awll i
ST ATHT AT AEAT ST BIRESE qwad Faal q9 fogd SAdl.
e STaE A S e, TH A 8% gEET SniH Saeand
TR, AT AR WA SIAST gigmmmee 6 HwES srdEr diias feadt
g FET Toel AL A §F dedier fae Fer aw ay fo & oA,
SRS 565 Ff0s AaAge STES ST $99 T, A T IR
UFe AT I A i QEE graar AW A o S 0 w9 ()
¥ dowa TEAd AMew A AT WM X fiEm enfr aveww a2 @mmd
A% g A qefeAdt ErmE 9% TSV YR A, P FIaseqma]
A .

sifTAE & SEWIE e @eoar il aww, o e S
forry 2o, 9w wWifeds qe wE Fwea! aifvdsgs widE e o
2 il ol e e o ool 1 ) O 3 i £ B 2 L
Sy U & A R WY @ STEd. 9U0 S e gendiEr Wiewr 9w
STy &5 A5E AL WETHsT W M. FqTy A%y ydrw (sww) e swer
30, 1 U AT 79 FETET SN AR 90 g e At e s
&% s, anfr g gfag = somen e 39 S Gt o
freomsT TR WA FateEn, fed Fi) dwer gwe S S g
FeEm FO § AW GnAvigrE| AWMg WeEET R 9o wrear
TR SwE dur, Awarer qfgF sEe FUoq afErer aEbs ThE &7
TS #5%F 41 AWAT HoT T 9X AT ATEL. G HASCT Snar STeidie
SIF SR AT HATHTST TN ArLd. A9 @i, e, swieR T (W

aT) RO SSIEATT 3% SIMEdr AWIgE gifad wET 99 qfAe
§T, & wim STTHETET JgIX &7 @1 Sriaaarer e e, @ HR
fag one a% VI SmaTde wiEaer 9vsaw org. uwEr Jen!



Fgl geAT 1%
AT e FAS AT Y i—

TALK FOR VOICE OF AMERICA ON PROSPECT
OF DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

The subject assigned to me is, “ What are the prospects of Democracy in
India ?” Most Indians speak with great pride as though their country was
already a democracy. The foreigners also, when they sit at a dinner table
to do diplomatic honour to India, speak of the Great Indian Prime Minister
and the Great Indian Democracy.

From this it is held without waiting to argue that where there is a Republic
there must be Democracy. It is also supposed that where there is Parliament
which is elected by the people on adult sufferage and the laws are made by the
People’s representatives in Parliament elected after every few years there is
democracy. In other words democracy is understood to be a political instru-
ment and where this political instrument exists there is democracy.

Is there demo'cracy in India or is there no democracy in India 7 What is the
truth ? No positive answer can be given unless the confusion caused by equating
democracy with republic and by equating democracy with Parliamentary
Government is removed. '

Democracy is quite different from a Republic as well as from Parliamentary
Government. The roots of democracy lie not in the form of Government,
Parliamentary or otherwise. A democracy is mode of associated living.
The roots of democracy are to be searched in the social relationship, in the
terms of associated life between the people who form a society.

What does the word ““Society ” connote ? To put it briefly when we speak
of “* Society ” we conceive of it as one by its very nature. The qualities which
accompany this unity are praiseworthy, community of purpose and desire
for welfare, loyalty to public ends and mutuality of sympathy and co-operation.

Are these ideals to be found in Indian Society 2 The Indian Society does
not consist of individuals. It consists of an innumerable collection of castes
which are exclusive in their life and have no common experience to share and
have no bond of sympathy. Given this fact it is not necessary to argue the
point. The existence of the Caste System is a standing denial of the existence
of those ideals of society and therefore of democracy.
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Indian society is so imboded in the Caste System that every thing is organized
on the basis of casts. Enter Indian Society and you can see caste in its glaring
form. An Indian cannot eat or marry with and Indian simply because he or
she does not belong to his or her caste. An Indian cannot touch an Indian
because he or she does not belong to his or her caste. Go and enter politics
and you can see caste reflected therein. How does an Indian vote in a election?
He votes for a candidate who belcngs to his own caste and no other. Even the
Indian Congress exploits the Caste System for election purposes as no other
political party in India does. Examine the lists of its candidates in relation
to the social composition of the constituencies and it will be found that the
candidate belongs to the caste which is the largest one in that constituency.
The Congress as a matter of fact is upholding the Caste System against which
it is outwardly raising an outery against the existence of caste.

Go into the field of industry. What will you find? You will find that all
the topmost men drawing the highest salary belong to the caste of the particular
industrialist who owns the industry. The rest hang on for life on the lowest
rungs of the ladder on a pittance. Go into the field of commerce and you will
see the same picture. The whole commercial house is camp of one caste, with
no entry board on the door for others.

Go into the filed of charity. With one or two exceptions all charity in India
is communal. If a Parsi dies, he leaves his money for Parsis. If a Jain dies
he leaves his money for Jains, If a Marwadi dies he leaves his money for
Marwadis. If a Brahmin dies he leaves his money for Brahmins. Thus
there is no room for the down and the out-in-politics, in industry, in commerce
and in education.

There are other special features of the caste system which have their evil
effects and which militates against democracy. One such special feature of
the caste system lies in its being accompanied by what is called *° Graded
Inequality”. Castes are not equal in their status. They are standing above
one another. They are jealous of one another. It is an ascending scale of
hatred and a descending scale of contempt. This feature of the caste system
has most pernicious consequences. It destroys willing and helpful co-operation.

Caste and class differ in the fact that in the class system there is no complete
isolation as there is in the caste system. This is the second evil effect in the
caste system accompanied by inequality. This manifests itself in the fact
that the stimulus and response between two castes is only one-sided.
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The higher caste act in one recognized way and the lower caste must respond in
one recognized way. It means that when there is no equitable opportunity
to receive the stimulus from and to return the response from different caste,
the result is that the influences which educate some into masters educate others
into slaves. The experience of each party loses its meaning when the free
interchange of varying modes of life experience is arrested. It results into
a separation of society into a privileged and a subject class. Such a separation
prevents social endosmosis.

There is a third characteristics of the caste system which depicts the evil
thereof which cuts at the very roots of democracy. It is that one caste is bound
to one occupation. Society is no doubt stably organized when each individual
is doing that for which he has apptitude by nature in such a way as to be useful
to others; and it is the business of society to discover these apptitudes and
progressively to train them for a social use. But there is in a man an indefitute
pluralities of capacities and activities which may characterize an individual.
A society to be democratic should open a way to use all the capacities of the
individual. Stratification is stunting of the growth of the individual and
deliberate stunting is a deliberate denial of democracy.

How to put an end to the caste system? The first obstacle lies in the system
of graded inequality which is the soul of the caste system. Where people are
divided into two classes, higher and lower, it is easier for the lower to combine
to fight the higher for there are no single lower class. The class consists of
lower and lowerer. The lower cannot combine with the lowerer. For the
lower is afraid that if he succeeds in raising the lowerer he may well himself
lose the high position given to him and his caste.

The second obstacle is that the Indian society is disabled by unity in action
by not being able to know what is to its common good. Plato has said that
the organisation of society depends ultimately upon knowledge of the end of
existence. If we do not know its end, if we do not know its good, we shall
be at the mercy of accident and caprice. Unless we know the good of their
end we have no criterion for rationally deciding that the possibilities are which
we should promote. Question is, can the Indian Society in its caste-bound
state achieve what is the ultimate question we come upon the most insuperable
obstacle that such knowldege is not possible save in a just and harmonious
social order. Can there be a harmonious social order under the caste system?
Everywhere the mind of the Indians is distracted and misled by false valuations
and false perspectives. A disorganized and factional society sets up a number
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of different models and standards. Under such conditions it is impossible
for individual Indian to reach consistency of mind on the question of caste.

Can education destroy caste? The answer is “yes” as well as “No". If
education is given as it is today education can have no effect on caste. It will
remain as it will be. The glaring example of it is the Brahmin caste. Cent
percent of it is educated, may majority of it is highly educated. Yet not one
Brahmin has shown himself to be against caste. In fact an educated person
belonging to the higher caste is more interested after his education than to retain
the caste system than was when he was not educated. For education gives
him 2n additional interest in the retention of the caste system namely by openlnﬂ
additional opportunity of getting a bigger job. (e

From this point of view education is not helpful as means to dissolve caste.
So far is the negative side of education. But education may be solvent if it
is applied to the lower strata of the Indian society. It would raise their spirit
of rebellion. In their present state of ignorance they are the support of the
caste system. Once their eyes are opened they will be ready to fight the caste
system.

The fault of the present policy is that though education being given on a
larger scale it is not given to the right strata of Indian society. If you give
education to that strata of Indian society which has a vested interest in mainta-
ining the caste system for the advantages it gives them the caste system will
be strengthened. On the other hand, if you give education to the lower sirata
of Indian society which is interested in blowing up the caste system, the caste
system will be blown up. All the moment the indiscriminate help given to
education by the Indian Goveranment and American Foundations is going to
strengthen the caste system. To make rich richer and poor poorer is not the
way to abolish poverty. The same is true of using education as a means (o
end the caste system. To give education to those who want to keep up the
caste system is not to improve the prospect of democracy in India but to put
democracy in India in greater jeopardy.

(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR,

26, Alipur Road,
New Delhi,
Dated 20th May 1956.
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My dear Panditji,

L am enclosing herewith two copies of a printed booklet showing the Tzble
of Contents of a book on the ““ Buddha and His Dhamma > which I have just
finished. The book is in the press. From the table of the contents you will see
for yourself how exhaustive the work is. The book is expected to be on the
Market in September 1956. I have spent five years over it. The booklet will
speak for the quality of the work.

The cost of printing is very heavy and will come to about Rs. 20,000. This
is beyond my capacity and I am, therefore, canvassing help from all quarters.

I wonder if the Government of India could purchase about 500 copies for
distribution among the various libraries and among the many scholars whom
it is inviting during the course of this year for the celebration of the Buddha's
2500 years’® anniversary.

1 L.now your interest in Buddhism. That is why I am writing to you. 1 hope

that you \vlll render some help in this matter.

Ours sincerely, _
(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India,
NEW DELHI.
No. 2196-PMH/56.

NEW DELHI
September 15, 1956.

My dear. Dr. Ambedkar,
Your letter of the 14th September.

I rather doubt if it will be possible for us to buy a large number of copies of
your book suggested by you. We had set aside a certain sum for publication
on the occasion of the Buddha Jayanti. That sum has been exhausted and, in
fact, exceeded. Some proposals for books relating to Buddhism being financed
by us had. therefore, to be rejected. I am, however, sending your letter to
Dr. Radhakrishnan, the Chairman of the Buddha Jayanti Committee.

L might suggest that your book might be on sale in Delhi and elsewhere at the
time of the Buddha Jayanti celebrations when many people will come from
abroad. It might find a good sale then.

Yours sincerely,

. (Signed) JAWAHARLAL NEHRU.
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,

26, Alipur Road, Civil Lines,

DELHL.
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T have been of the opinion that the conversion of the laity is not con-
version at all. It is only a nominal thing. The so-called Buddhist laity
besides worshipping the Buddha also continued to worship other Gods and
Goddesses which were set up by the Brahmins to destroy Buddhism.
Buddhism disappeared from India largely of this wavering attitude of the
laity. If hereafter Buddhism is to be firmly established in India the laity must
exclusively be tied up to it. This did not happen in the past because in
Buddhism there was a ceremoney for initiation into the Sangh but there was
no such ceremony for initiation into the Dhamma. In Christianity there
are two ceremonies : (1) Baptism which is initiation into the Christian religion,
(2) Ordination of the priest. In this respect the new movement for the pro-
pagation of Buddhism in India must copy Christianity. To remove this
dangerous evil in Buddhism I have prepared formula which I call Dhamma
Diksha, Every one who wishes to be converted to Buddhism shall have to
undergo through ceremony. Otherwise he will not be regarded as a Buddhist.”
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(Ambedkar’s letter, dated 16 February 1955 to D. Wali Singh, General
Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society, Calcutta, explaining how to celebrate
conversion ceremony and worship Buddha).

W&ﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁaa{mm oAl & Srg-ad-Sisa Tt
%ﬂﬁm.wmmﬁwaﬂmrﬂméwmmwﬁmmw
mmﬁrawﬁwﬁraﬁ#ﬁmmm*(mﬁwwwatﬁm)
m%rﬂﬂmmi‘éﬁ,a@r%mwaﬁtﬁ, AT9ES AR YR
ﬁ,ﬂ#ﬂm,mam@ﬁw@eﬁ.mf&mﬁmwwmm?
A 435 FH[ Z 999, = Y AT 934§ BT RASHIT T ATararsarr
AT FFEET 9T 7L A AR feediie e FAFA,

AT
Gﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ,aﬁﬂmamﬁmﬂam.mmﬂatﬁmmrﬂm
Wasﬁ@mﬁmﬁaﬁmam%@%%ﬁﬁa

WRE——araraeal gt gatter fereft frar seomht TINET  Td
AR FTT AT 5y ?

a@.amm%ﬁmaﬁﬁmmﬁ@mm@mm
Wﬁ%ﬁéﬁ?ﬁt&aq&Waﬁzwgmmmﬁ.

m—%mm.wmmmgwm iy 7 Frea
mﬁmmrmﬁmﬁﬁmmmmaﬁﬁmm?

TERRE—soad | anfr weaTey e S A% Fem G oamel), am
ﬁaﬁmmwngmmwﬁamm.mwmh
RIY, T gy ¥ g ART T 7T FoT TF TN A4tz wffr e
I T AR TS gEEE AT WA T T g S it
mmﬁ&ﬁ,wwgﬁﬁmn@amﬁrﬁm@mﬁﬁ



3% =i, Wi\Rrg AT arEaewY 9ikd

aER—atE gRiAET SAiTeaT SYHIAT HEr WIEHl ATAL ST SAd aa
FETC 3OO AE. WATYE UHITH SIET AT AqoT q% SF e, GHA
=i Farad sl fAOgE S5 7 AT TSIET I giRe.

srrERE—ar aftferdt SO S AR, A Wer @ A A
DTS ST AR T T TAH ARG T Qo-qu FuHT e Aefre, T ITOH
gfifeasy Sad %.

WER—R E16TT qHTEw 18 e ?

TERERE—ATE gREEAR T e aRe. H{ad #GmE, g F
AL, YA ST T ST JAUTH T QAT AEEAT ATTHT AHRK GIA
2 e 1 A G4 S SR 32 Ao d99 g g gike. 0
HIET TATHT &5 TS A ARLES I ATg |

AEE—FT ? AT FiT 7

FRERE—er tfaarfas FIN o, A & Al9T g @ A
ST WEX . § ATEEEN FK g, AF F AFEWE ST SO
ATTIET WX AWEWT SATErT, ST maﬁqa’fa’ra@a’r O AT drg
BT F AYZATT WEFATAT FArd FgT gW EEr Her g9 A<aw w5

g1 Fhdte faaiy vemr Y, amrqy, e, gﬁaﬁ%mﬂ'
frars. anfir 3t sedwatd fedter firedsg e araERaET a1 doarar
Waﬁﬁ%@%ﬁﬁm%fmwmmmmm
ST FEIATTATA AAEAT AL, WA Atgord afay, A, e farzsiemrehy
faadt a3 ae faa s Few  amaErA TP 94§ AT gEAnE
-Wﬁwﬁmmﬁarﬁr«%aﬂwm@rmmmawm
SHTIATY Veldaw @z Fore. qn deare feEmEa aEawRa fER awwe.
AT A(Z FOTH F ATET DATTHT ST AHG FAT ANGST AAT AT,
w2orA ori A {18 ¥ #47 3¢ aufr amgeemr afadty s ¥F3q oo, O
Al AMT 3 [ 4% I 99 fofes At €, dramaamer q92 89 W9
g8 FL@T; qO 90 qET Aerarsr gl i) feweft far auny e,
AT T AFLIAT THTAIR SWGE. T 99 qd—

There is no other way except to stick to Bombay as the place for conversion.
This of course does not mean that I shall not come to Nagpur. Asa matter of
fact I propose to go to various centres, wherever there is likely to be a large
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gathering ready for conversion. I have Nagpur in mind. I will let you know
the detailed programme later on. I am very pleased with your enthusiasm
and of your friends in the matter of turning over to Buddhism.”

(Ambedkar’s letter, dated 23rd July 1957 to W. M. Godbole, General
Secretary, Conversion Committee, Nagpur.)
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“1I had written you sometime back in which I had declined to come to
Nagpur for my conversion. On further consideration I have come to the
conclusion that Nagpur would be best, I would therefore like you to come
to Delhi so that we can discuss what arrangements we could make in
order to make the ceremony successful.”

(Ambedkar’s letter, dated 8th September 1956 to Godbole,)
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“ The dateand place of Dr. Ambedkar’s conversion to Buddhism has now
been finally fixed. It will take place at Nagpur on the Dussehra day i.e. 14th
October 1956. The ceremony of conversion will take between9and 11 a. m.
In the evening of the same day Dr. Ambedkar will deliver his address to
the gathering,

(Note, dated 23rd September, P256 to P.T.I. by Ambedkar,)
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26, Alipur Road,
Delhi
the 24th September 1936.

Reverend Bhikku Chandramani,

Kushenara, Gorakhpur District,
Uttar Pradesh.

Reverend Bhante,

This is to inform you that I and my wife have decided to embrace Buddhism.
The ceremony is to take place at Nagur on the 14th of October, 1956. The
time of the ceremony is fixed in the morning between 9 and 11. It is our great
wish that you should officiate at the ceremony. You being the oldest Buddhist
Monk in India we think it would be appropriate to have the ceremony performed
by you.

We realise that your physical condition may make it difficult for you to go
to Nagpur but we can manage to provide the transport from Kushenara to
Nagpur either by air or by train and all other arrangements for your living in
Nagpur. We can send some one to take you from Kushenara to Nagpur.
Please let us know whether you can accept the invitation of ours.

With kind regards.

Your sincerely,

(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR,
TSAT SRR qAT FTAERATY AHEw S, SETE A8y Mg T 39
g1 AHRAAT gEL FEr
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V. S. Kardak, M.A, 41-2, 3rd Marine Street,
Bombay 2.

Dated 26th September 1956.

My dear Babasaheb,

I am a full-time tutor of philosophy and logic in our college at Bombay.
I am also working in Siddharth Night High School as an Assistant Head
Master since its inception. I am getting married on 9th December 1956
at 5-00 p.m. at Dr. Ambedkar Vidyarthi Ashram at Manmad, with the
daughter of Shri R. R. Pawar whom you know very well.

On !4th October 1956, my fiance and myself sought refuge in Buddhism
along with you at Nagpur. Our R. Nos. are 67074 and 67075. Naturally
we want to-solennise our marriage according to Buddhist religion. There is
no better authority save you to guide us in this respect.

Young educated Buddhists like us should lay down the precept and streng-
then our movement. Whole of Nasik District will be a witness to this novel
marriage ceremony as they are curious to see the Buddhist Marriage Ceremony.

I am sure you will guide us, hence this request.

The reply is expected at your earliest. I shall be leaving for Manmad on
8th December 1956,

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) V. S. KARDAK.

26, Alipur Road,
Delhi,
Dated the 4th December 1956.
Dear Mr. Kardak,
Please refer to your letter of 12th November. The Buddhist Marriage
Ceremony is simple. There is no home and there is no saptapadi. The essence

of the ceremony lies in placing an earthen pot newly made between the bride
and the bridegroom on a stool and to fill it brimful with water. The bride and
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the bridegroom to stand on two sides of the pot. They should place a cotton
thread in the water pot and each hold one end of the thread in their hands.
Some one should sing the Mangal Sutta, Both bride and bridegroom should
wear white clothes.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.
Shri. V. S. Kardak,

41-2, 3rd Marine Street,
BOMBAY 2.
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st FideHHr BT A WA wow aifiae #Y ¥ A wraarT feg
FAIH G NG FEA 9 oAl A w6l S a7 W @ e F57n
ATed T AT AT TS FTTE FeAiaeT wliE e W FE 06
T AR G g5 WEN § A AW AITIEAT 9w 98 sSasT
TAME] HET IRW TG Ao AGAET TT @M GNET 9w 9T FEE
TS ATEY; ST SERATIT SHERAT O O S 95 o
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o> wEAR faA T A aET SUIA g e ewe; A e gt
ait FM WA ? 7Y WO FA@ S e FEren i @R dew
Sat AW S SAATEAS IEEE W FerAT g e qiE.

stdTRT fercdt a1 WEOET WS TEA ¥ FE AHSAIE JTHRE FAEE! 7o
ST 1. AATHT A=A FATATGT (7 AT et SNqor 4T A 1, e
Med Mo q g war Torw g AfTEnT wie et syt
et qagar i ? wwmat @y Ass a fewedt gty EFROM g ey
o1 sfadr F@r wady Il erdaw (W oive e OO Ay AT
g@ ot gsfadr wEdr Fw ! wEer St HIATFT FTET WS (e qOTL
TER AR AT g7 Aad. dedl § S ar Tedrw fadha @ awr
ot AFIE T AT T gEla A AL & FPo Teed B ww !
Tezm TP N WU 9T ST oA AGSAT AT AT HIGUT HIACEAT M@
sTrEreAT AAE AT St agren e frew feamgen Jwom g
T g AT A T 0 gEONEr gatd o1 fewdt auie Ao e @y
T30, ANEAT AR GUAC T TR 97 qT o gurr aad GIEE A
HHOMEHAET & BTHT AR F ACTWAAETAT WAFL AT TRIAT, TETHRrEET,
qASTET  eEd  qawerd eurd fr amfrord s ar @ awier
FeaTTRiAT i SETERAT suer gwsteer dier.  Slaves only yout masters’
oF ATAAGT WA, WO e A qTE AT, S sAeFAAr ade ey guide
& wd T B13F ARA. AT 8] BT SN A, AT AT THIT AU
ST SETOR ST See AT Ftwa fewan 1 yfew aui ared 150 . wer
wamwmﬁhaﬁ.w%mﬁm%
SIS FEqEAT A SHIT drorEry wgu, feredr anfr gfeww ATy
SOSAT AUty 3. ATEvREERT 98T, WWT WWT Fuigar  fersdl Areedr
yEqEIAT qEer aEgE {7 meiged wy a7 fewdt s ARoqTgeE
27 feeorta UFA 49 39 AEE. ol A ORT RO gl SAvITE AT
Srfor ST ATAATEY N ARTE RITA(E FOAT @I, S AU Aot
waTe, =TT, W, 3ertE weger feveertr A ame S gaen fewert-

Fgaw aﬁ%iz&mzwirqﬁﬁauﬂwm.aﬁ%mﬁm
qrerT qW oSN AT G g, WAGWHE q% 9@ aretEeedr
SEqHAMT FAF 7395 AT I AW uwar dwr (afadEen Cewre '

M TEAN FOAE AT AW A, GUOAWEET Sqoea TEE WO AR
SR AFGAMRCA AEAE T gAeAE I% AW AR fam & s
T AT A ¢ wEstdr v’ TRUA THRAT SAATT Aqt. &1 aEgiead! AdghoA
SpANTE AT AT AT ATHOTYS AT AT WG e FTCNAS . AIATHTAT
arr @r gatAgEefET dter o o A0 T A & saed FTOr S
SatAr BIHF ART X B oy emdd 4, fegewmrdr sfuwra fes gt
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wrrAT @t qfeen foar feoaw aaty st s sgEE o s
T TEFA FES AT FEE AS AE. W@aﬁﬁqﬁmam
et wfees wig wiwmror fegemAmy s e gt A

3, o1 FdeHT F gEenw Far fowmw e adm & fgE IR s
e, e wwE fegfaeft s ﬂﬁE#aﬁW@’ﬂTﬂ'{?ﬁ'?ﬁ‘Wﬂ'ﬂT
FIMATEY TR ATGL. 3. AASHFCAT W Wasrcrars’ ZIUTHr AATATCET AT
Harst T T A & “gard e g gwm'frﬂ’i:cr?rm

fedria s Fge w0 g FEin gm
wﬁmmqmﬁﬁmﬁaeﬁaaﬂawﬁraﬁa&wﬁmwm%
T FATAGE A AR Surer § faz a6 wvew o fegewifana
fegemrfang ot areelt fudftma @l o dE BA_EM. W VI AT
aqq: q=fT AFar. 'ﬁﬁﬂﬁclﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ?fg{m RGO AT ARGATET,
srawgomfias dearda Gdear aimF HE1TET wifr WiET Er T,
ammﬁwwﬁmﬁ@amrwﬁmmﬁmﬁwm
o st sEver fegmAvnatm W wfgg awnm Qo S
%A e Tad. FEET aﬁ?aﬁ% qAUHTET Avoea vafadmmiEr g Aiasma
TR A m* feredi wAIfTeE fear wias W UF HHIL TGRS
TACAT WA FEATATH GTSH AT AEE. AR Ii. AAHIA A1 wfeg
AHTATATE T FewT wwA q% o wlggawanT <t HAATHIAT GHT FAT-
WW"( HEA ZIHST SHAT. ‘q’@‘%? EIET fﬁ? yatdis 7 wdefe =
Fr@iFar oAt dg gAide qar sfandt ST veegar Al aeeer
aﬁfr gaﬁfr W I SAIE AEA— Agaw  3EIE wAme  Efggaer 7
ARG ITaleeAT FeEw gAil ¥AZ UEr AEES o amea!
el HATHFA gATE arEl griw 7 d@E swa; ufrﬁrarrca?rsm‘ma
1 TIET 98 99 FA F4lG %5 o1 arl mmmmrqm«ﬁa«mam“
q@'?ﬁ,m,mwmﬂlfwwmmﬁmﬁm
AEEH T, WIHS FAT, WESIOT, WIS AT SO HArAC geian, &
FIVRATET SO HATIAE, qWewiz Aol o, T ¥ SeA qgAel qids-
FeT fREwA oy @moen A § Y9 ARE. T @ AEST i
Y, TR i wmwggaﬁ‘m% TEAF AT g, AT i
FROATFE ST FAT. g S i CHATMTETS Afgyd 91Eeq Aewr gl
A weHadr @iar g #ww f7 gea (Heathen) mrwm=ar gEwtw awism
7 ferdT gui=n @R FoTER @A wAT A !

9T Atg aAle SFAFTOaEET A S=T THAT 5% AR de AT &
FMETT. A RFAiT v [EEATH FRFGF F T W FEA |
qu &tz gwre 3l FaewdEr wwE afEAr @ aEE

T, AATHT A Ro-kY AT TR TR oA A 2w A, fegaais man s
AT ST 7w INA Asgan 9v #r gfwmr wwEr A dr fegawim oAz




ge 1. WA IHET qiEasEc 9k

i TIET. ARG JTeaT THTEATT g8 Sais S Sqeama et Hany To%e-
ur St sidswadt gl wnar fegawidt frar g anfr d fez wom
AT Al |UA FooaT ade wie shEdl eRl sy g5y AR
9§ ST FUT GG FUSH ARG A G @GS & gWisy 9T uEr
FATEN AT A91S & digaaias Siow g =efame gads a3
ot fgg W= #o wifesr | aor fegeaman Savamk seaTEer St Se
T Ao q ®aad weA fegerear e s gsee 9z, feg-
AT HATRATH] AT SgHFT HTow, @910 @191 SaTqi[, S SgFs,
THMS Aqsit, W2 9TmL gufa feg axaxil efwes, fegwemaareen
afge feged=n Feraa A dve ad gmfas @eedr o o ofefon
geewr faast wr foadts soe aglendiy FEsred Sam weT s
arieq afor STl & Sl QAET T @7 afew sweer auy St aae

eIt dTg 7 &1 AT e surer fogsp enfor quayg: (Holy Land) weae=w
Mg AT & feg ! Sf widea S AP 9T SR TRUR THeT TR

aua v T AF Ao wET qT AT W fEgETen =nEdw uw wem
TAIE FEAT I TG 9Lg HAEwe Wiy @iy Angue atg @ee @d
WER AR g oman fade wdm |tz smed. @k e gl e
TR Wesaty qawienr fuasm S Aiwd smewr st fagsd, arfaafoy
STEa® #lg, g AT ATRTCar A9 T ATEN. TN AT s et i
AHTET HEATTH ST MAHge WY S0 St FAqHET WTeaees 91y, 3 srorsr
ATHRILT 40 WFE A FRUAY SNITE  SrAaTr odt fEET HewT s
IO 81, 59 a8 SRaaserE qOer gual amew. 99 See
AAEHT § WA d18 &y, @ oy faqgar s qorgidr aofemas
gty TRaE SueTds fegerenn daEET ot SR #ETd g
M. O AIMGS SESAA FE 3 FASHT WG ST AT O @ W A,
ST AMT viT 9T W ! a%g amW @ew w JRW. @ an S
TRl AASHUAT e ¥ G d 9@ WRd agew o fE wmome
a3y o | Ay feg wmum WM Ay 1 o= wfaar fedY awt oF e
F7 &t s ! i qg 99 SATeaTyg S A e A al 9w ar
fezedves dfer oaran o Few 7 g SadteT ¥ wafzs 99 ey ot
qifeSt X g% T, &1 wHidaT ArEgHAT AT SE e 9 e wi
q. AWET HAwa T 9 dwer 957 A1 fegmren dmdaiay osr e
M= Bor WIGTgRaTgiea ama: s oot selr foafa st oy et 2oy
S, HASHUAE ATMeAl AA@ OWvel g WEEl FE ue MEL =
die gHIET qRg drEriaiia quee A SEswaEr AT S
qEesT AT fegemiar @ #4a g, W fawwen weiw A, 3@ @ faewn
AFAT AN, A9 Tl IRl Higgd aifrde. 90 T wrafTa<isan 9 S e
AT qArTeAT e arren deT S 8% geT g AT Aatd qe
RUN @S OO oel @ aaia gwear In o8 e og a9w
el. giaeHe Rgw=n meemg (4 g AR, @ g oaw’ a% wf awa
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ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁmmﬁ-aﬁq@ﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁ%am@#@%ﬁ
T qTEET I ATET AT

TSI Fe dig AT SEgTEA A GO A

TRIAEl g ®EIT A TN FAp GHEETH HAGT S GgGOT Siaes
T FYWEETE] TAX gl AT waren fageafeafaamean areidr smes
TG HE @I Aol wTer. feguwidie wgearaly qarsta wo awe
ATREEFATTT A1 ST ATNCHOIT SEEaHl T ISSLwINTEr A9aT o
AR & FOT A1 NI AGSHAAET AGTAAT HRT SATR—ATHT TR S0
AETLAT AARIAAE] HATH: WS AASST A7, AT AT qreaTiar Fdfas
TEATH SRS SEYTATT Teavl g1 &% %90y SHeT AR, AT ATTTTAGT
T ST FIAAsrT S 9odTed aeget aros a9 SEerey admar
ATOAT AT, TAT gRa<TeAT QeaITeaiqT o1, Griae : sfurfera anrfer srsmoft sk
FEQYAA SEICET W AR, 2 WL Ag; 90 fad s=mEw s A e
21 &6 ATg 919 AW asarae! fafaaad 2o o). 9 F9w  wd areaw
TAIRTLST, AT AT a@qers Ufgsrat |7 qur wfsEs foos ARG
q7 SEYEAAT TEHIE AEET gre &Y A wgdey qE ¥ ¥ orEr, frdve
Y TG A, TNYE AGHAT FAT FX Ao A T FHRATAT TS
HIATT ATIATIEAT eI FEHPIN Segl IRl STfor avwear sgr-==T
TE-ATS HISTAT UZ TEEIE Gegl AT T WRRHTIT ARETeR . Saw
AW AR ISw HT Fap d1g ACATH @il HLIWAT TASTE  SOEEAT
. THE Tt SigaHin GEEEN TR digerger  Asrerestan
SETWE WHIG g, SN el AR e @ A A A1y a3 "
BT F1EAT TG HEI=AT Fewsd grag 7 fyaar 9w =, fasn
qeRAT AF W AR AE Bw WA TR GEET SeEe AT
T, S Hig aHEieT & AR A8 G5 FgEer autan tagdr aedr qgvenr
AFEAT GSAMRAGT § @IS AN’ Ay @oe Wy ¥aX o gem ” ay
Stegl GRAdTE ARl O S18 @1 UAATaTd 4 AT anes ‘o wES
WG § AHEAE A, qu @Swalg § A Aw s wa fafedee 3 anfoy
SEITAT] TUT A, (I AW Ale e wme, @i fwmT WA A
AR feg WY, WA Avmw o wn fafedaw moft sworrar gaesatsasT
wfeaTe oz ' aY dasurenl &1 Gure wm o ot o 0e a6
T goe fegan  ducar=ar wioerge & ey’ wiEFd qff o wgiE) fare
AU g14 § AT A1 JqeA AT Al A% ATATYD T HIHT 41F FerdnT geEi-
HE 91E I, $iAw gEanEl Fug dig arede o 418 droedl g
HESTE SHTEATT TS ATo® ATaq HaT eAi=ql oAl WEHar auen e
WMFATAT ST Aol g 9 JF@ T AEgT IR A1 7

o T wury AR S w9 adaretag seger SHAYAT ST~
FEPGME! (AAGT ATE A, AT W GATACT GEA q@T 21 T 2% A7,



84 =1, WigTg oWl siEesT 3fvg

AR e IaT A 6 QR A sidesy "awloven e

#is gfewq A, =T, ST, At qE, A STdEHe, . G ST

qEferm I T wiResd TSN wifad e fadvw e o
ST} STy AT FETITATEY T [T GGt A @l ey A 2re.

T SRR gET— At ?

e, wWidTHOHl TITHT FE! @M ATAEIGE T ageEEa, Far wfgs gz
Y e TR, oY TR, 19 qUAT FATEAT FAG ARHE e Jer
RUAS &6 FA@ Fwo AR @I FAEAT O TN FAT Ay o
feg Wregoas TsThra HESATHRIET ST Aol Hle. a1 &9 F o Eaen 9T

@l S Ga oFvn fqad dleiw dEmEs arfaar o qv @re
wHellad TaT HER A=A SHENT  IAiHeAv F€ WP Faid UE S@dg
dlg ¥, UF a9 AETUsy SO SEarS 9T, ol SF1SAT HEcIERiesT 0T
e TN AT i SEmie fResr S W e sas "o
FreaTETe! TG ATHET AT, Wﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ‘@%ﬁ?ﬁ’?@_ﬁ AT T
TEGT ATET sASA AqEvl svwedt fgg Tegrw a4 Ifemdr W, @ iEEwd
TR FOET A5 FIGF FE 99, TIH TA7 & S WAT TEE qESa
RO WAGT DIGHW FACE qogd ! FiREAr AT afgediar B o
dzel 1= qgel fqwT (Fantastic Nonsense) wgv[ Zemasdl #egdt #? el
gl fr srtggam=aT W 9T a8 A8 FA9, WA AT gHICEeEr
RS FET SAAA AT TN fEooT W e 71 | S
quamﬁxwﬁwmmﬂﬁ HATET STt qZT=AT FET THEA A~
RATET AT HTET THTAT FIFET amr—a:mfm:ar SN HIZq. Ja
T AEAT GERAET qiwE iF U gieEgy wgrrfa'r‘w Fra wife
AT ST SASHAT AT TZ T *Fcrgferrsr 9FET UFET ASA qES FY AET
T, W, FANT, FUH TR SRS T GHOHMAT FEATA, AT
AT HILET FEES AR(AT AT Waw @Al A5 9T GHgW: HTas faed
FASE W AIEEY AT G s sl fAga st £ dF o
g TS AR ST fegarenaly. Fa1 TRl FowT A @ Ao wun
ISRt WIKATE T 93 YATAIT W50 FEAEATAT dB0 T3 A@iqT 38 797
qal TIHET AT g !

YW A9 FE TSUNTHT Hwa e srer fafvmardi faq awer af Rgwweran
feama=n a1 A8 SemEIEwd w@T gEEaE H#HE oA Iuw. oy e ww e
TXET SR AHIENET O GATF 7 oo L |

AT AT ATAEA AFEH AT AR FAT :gum-:rmrqtaﬂfw
T mﬁtﬁm’?ﬁmmnﬁmwamgraﬁmwarqa sfaz @er. aig
T qﬁmrrakﬂfwaum@?r o AL I dAl AT aF A A
#Y, WIRA T ATAF FETAT koo AT THTAY 93U AT A wigeia ATy LA
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AT WHRATOT TG W AT STHav 36l aifop e saani o Rt
T wferiet o qatst =R der o witn B o e 3w koo
qETT dlg  F/UF gegad anfaan |

WA a9 s, SAEe™ dge § fway ufme wiie qey 9
WEE qE 7 d@ 9 qietme @ R e a, weme @i oo @
goafafasr st T fedle swfaer. on d9aE A qaia AETArE AT

Fol, g ot qeame ai=ame argaams G 93 oy gidl, a1 qEwaT
LT TFEI=T G 3% AR 134 s o faeeht 3% sreProam arven g,
AT AT 0 Argas, 94s =41 ‘T arw sfear | = 9 Buddhism's
Contribution to Art and Phylosophy—Mr. Nehru Inaugurates Symposiam
in Delhi”. o fadgrael fovor g @l Y awm aww oy
dtz  dfsa i dtg gAY serEE AT W Saver | gEn e
I, RO, 4 (REw, T ), e wgres § e g 2w, deed
AT IETET T WIE WET SRl oAy FIvenst quten are
T T cadleds TG AL UG AARENE T OfwdiE wRETT A
HAGEATHS W A1 AT SgleT AT AT Taw q@ g1 Ay Smer
Aeead garlt 9T goe auigdf FeA doT. o ¥ a=we e ¥
AT, WA Aty favEaiieT AR SRR A oy faw o @d awide
AT Efl-qerisar STAET B A A T - Dy ST
T AR AR, qFTAT M i @mwear a1 Iwig WOATS AT ATRTeT
aew AE. 0 Sl AT AT Aeew  WgarenmEe e wwar Y=t e
YTAHIN O T 9T T Mg FHAGT A anfor v S aears
SH TR '

(“It is our privilege to live in the land which was graced and influenced by
the presence of the Buddha and whether we call ourselves Buddhists or not,
his message remains imprinted in our minds and hearts............. This
message is so powerful and so fragrant and so topical in this troubled world—
would continue to guide mankind more and more. When I think of this mighty
countryman of mine and ponder over the greatness that has dominated the
minds and feelings of peoples in so many countries my heart is moved and
tears come to my eyes.”) (Times of India, dated 27th November 1956-Nehru's
speech on Buddha’s contribution to Art, etc.~in a Symposium on 26th
November 1956 in Delhi). '

AT AT & TEET 9 20
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W qg, T8 g% G Sfg qE-atg aEas geraTr fGEsT A dgEAn
TSR E i dife qa-atgiNT @ T f@d At ol efwen BEE §
ZZEEH AW SIS FEEINE g & ot faesoin are aT @
AN T 7

¢ & qu fedme qus o1 ufewmed Hiow Heaaar  (wamfs) T asa
FIATA ST AeRT FiowEn wmad glewsr (vfger wer) o T e
qEHY S FlOSWET TIEIET Ao 7 e TG A9 wiEE wArEee
gfeg qeEuist o 1T FEAT TEq dqour g, qigedr FAIE ATEraIeAiar
e AT Q343, 3§ AEAT 934R A R§  AFEE 934§ AT Fiwsredr
fafradioeT fofesst o8 3997 EdY. TOT FMei Errs TSt it arel
73 . faaar wAEl SIS AW, FETE A e, (e
Tzar anfor SraueTs Jeoare i<l @reEr 93 g

uferen Ftewen fifrgaredt ud qeam AraraTganar fagdt e B, Flesrsar
qany =7 AT FHSATS AT TE0 UM Sftw T e UF
oy B 1 e o € o i et G - M (1 R G A e o
IO S AR, WA M. FTAT A ATOERAAT 9 ATRET RUE BT T
srTor g TRfyy foedter deAtay FEIREiAr ¥8T YATel 9WL WI. AEd
FTAT rsfaw. & ST ofiAT SgEmand fefgy g, O 99 9.

“BHIMRAO R. AMBEDKAR

M.A., Ph.D., D.Se.,
Barrister-at-Law.

27th October 1955.

26, Alipore Road;

Civil Lines, Delhi.
Dear Mr. Kamat,

Please refer to your letter of the 21st October. Your principal’s letter reached
me in Bombay. It came when I was ailing and just forgot to reply. Will you
be so good as to convey my apology to your Principal.

I am very grateful for the invitation. I am now so far away that I shall
have to make a special journey for the occasion which is a difficult thing.
I would like therefore to be excused. If however you insist on my accepting
your invitation I will make it convenient to do so.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.
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ufewRan Fioa=T TaaEwter quy 94§ =T AegafedaT 7ed wxfamg
A TR G FlowmEd F o fgT gow afaw aTem 9 amie S
IR T EeA T, @i gEfeled, a0t o s famamridie
NSRRI 3AFST Y. THET WASAT WA TEHRATT 0% 99 5T TH.
AT Gaesar qfeaarr aaamer gae AfEd B e AT
red  garemm 3EEr wweria Received 29th Octobar at 12-10° A, M.
aw fofgds g dmzsur aftssamie “ 1 shall have to make a special
journey " aram sid wifamiAT AT FoT FhaT A, TTETIRAAT  ear LRl
MEw ST SEET gt S0 ai=n qifas 32 o fedacer Sus fraas
AR AMET ST ElaT. AU B AT §ATE qous =T feiae wuer grar,
wifr &Y g7 Uy sAT wEEER wEm @, 3 it TETAE  SHTAT
AT ATEY.

I qATREL qEAHREEY G S 79 SeARE SEEnsr 3eve
. At Ffooroar aifen gwriw e qrgn U Sefers gmaiaes
afr gmerEEls garaE CSEIE wmuy wm ? s Y wRas
wlawgen ' ar frearax s TR qt SET 9@ W AT I e

afeet gae AR Ay S@ ged wne oar wevd aoer TR,
I SIS AT W Il @ e AR g T iwfefam B
q FET A= TERESATT BT, @I AT aifas demaE i @@ oy
aET 7o gh. @ Sl o3 enuiti—

“B. R. AMBEDKAR, 26, Alipore Road,
M.A,, Ph.D,, LL.D., Civil Lines, Delhi.
D. Litt., Bar-at-Law, Dated the 26th August 1956.

Member, Council of State.

Shri. N. R. Ahmad,

Principal, Elphinstone College Celebrations Committee,
Elphinstone College,
BOMBAY 1.

Dear Sir,

I am in receipt of your letter of 16th August 1956 inviting me to address
the gathering to be held in celebration of the Centenary of the Elphinstone
College. Tam glad to accept your invitation. The subject on which I would
like to speak is “What is Democracy and what are its prospects in India.”
I shall send you the text of my paper by the date you have suggested.
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I am not sure that I shall be able to address the gathering because of my
ill-health. My eye-sight is also poor and I am advised by the doctor not to
put more strain on my eyes for the present. It may be that by the time the
date arrives my eyesight may improve, and I may be able to attend the function.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.

AL 99 gafofas g oG MW Flosrsr qMus qHedrs SIigs TRdl,
T wmETET 5 g ercraraﬁa‘——

BHIMRAO R. AMBEDKAR, 26, Alipore Road,
M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc., LL.D., Civil Lines, Delhi.
Barrister-at-Law, 26th November 1956.

Member, Council of State.

Dear Sir,

I got your wire. I could not understand the necessity for it as I had already
informed Mr. Kamat confirming my acceptance of your invitation to your
Annual gathering. That letter must not have reached Mr. Kamat. However
this is my confirmation.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) B. R. AMBEDKAR.

To
The Principal,
Elphinstone College,
BOMBAY.
AT FATLATE AW fedigy @ § AT qmvEr Fe.

9y wex ghmer faaewwla  seper a Fiwer @fsar qSe,  wTOT
FIA TATSHATTET GG AT T, ST ST FORAT AT 39 AT 4345 Wit
qloeal S S seger aftusg WX e AT W%{ﬁarfmﬁg‘g
FTEE BN e am faafmawms sepfee e waR e ITEET
fraer, Wawwﬁmw%mmﬁl%qﬁﬁawmam
ARAAT (130 AAX), AT STAIGAT SAHET ST AYSHT SHOTE Ao
AR FOAWEEN TG A @ gEr AT AT famiY, § 303 w1
SR o, giUew #Eas, = 91 8 FIewt, oW, 9. % gn (e
3 AEER 954§ T qk).
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mm%mﬁwﬂmﬁamﬁ%mﬁwqxaﬁﬂ 1Y% a7 g&
%mrmﬁﬁﬂwﬁawzmmwa@%mquﬁaﬁ
amfaw = S g A i wef. wfwer g emwre mAvang
facia awren, mage @ Tmiw &2 vefim 3o FAAT qHEEER e 399
m@fgﬁawtmﬁxﬁwﬁmﬂmmwﬂmﬁﬁmrmﬁﬁ
AW dfg guiE S 99w, @dfe o TSor e v, serAwgTs
9 TS FET dEET SR atg gaiEr YT FATHET  OF
A W IR AT FEUTE TR, aranaTgaier fefgder The Buddha
and His Dhamma g % yeifog sevwmmarsr ufemr SRS (e )
mﬁmmmﬁmy%@%msﬁﬁ.aﬁwﬁwmﬁmfe%@&
wfte o s saver sfawe qEeT gaq I qfaF wRey fupa
AT HIF AT, AGEY Y. g AT AT GETT GO Ho aE 99 9 g%
ﬁ‘&amﬁrmmﬁmﬁmﬁa@mamﬂr&mmfwaawm
Tl 3T afay AERS TGS NAF TR GEG WA, a¥
a5 =L gqq Ay AT @HT 2 ey HISHTRAET % glAr. arEs
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Supreme Court of the Union
of Burma.
Dated 22nd November, 1956,
My dear Dr. Ambedkar,

Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the greatest contrubution
you have made towards the re-establishment of Buddha Sasan in India. The
hearts of all the Buddhists of Burma go out to you for your memorable achi-
evement in this Jayanti Year. The Buddha Sasana Council and Buddhists
of Burma are greatly overjoyed to know that millions of the country men of
the Buddha are now beginning to come back into the light enkindled by the
Buddha with your leadership we are confident that Buddha Sasan would be
re-established in all parts of India.

I have, on my part been able, in a small scale, to follow up what you have
started while in Burma during the third WFB Conference on the 28th of last
month about 5,000 Tamils formally accepted Buddhism in a very impressive
ceremony held in the Chatta Sangayana Great cave in the presence of
Mahatheras, Cabinet Ministers and Buddhist leaders, many more of the Tamils
in Rangoon and other parts of Burma are being aroused to follow your lead.
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I owe you a good deal of explanation and thousands of apologies for not
being able to write to you earlier. I have been very busy with the Chatta
Sangayan work and other activities connected with the propagation of Buddhism
abroad, particularly in Japan. You would perhaps be glad to learn I have
been able to get a large number of influential Buddhist leaders in Japan to
form a society for the establishment of Therawada Buddhism in Japan; there
centres are going to be set up by May 1957 with about 15 Mahatheras from
Burma. Building constructions are already underway at Moji and Isoshira.
A delegation from the Japanese Society is already here and engaged with
discussions with me from day-to-day since the 27th of last month. | g@

As regards the contribution towards the cost of publication of your work
on Buddhism, I did write to you earlier as I was not able to get aid from the
Asia Foundation because of the change of representative. The representative
who had a talk with you while you were here was soon transferred to Manilla
and the new representative does not seem to take much interest in matters
of this kind. I was hoping that I would be able to do some thing about the
matter, but I find there is no hope for it for some time to come. | d i

As regards the scholarships for students by Essay competition I have been
able to get the important members of the Buddha Sasana Council to agree
to the idea in principle. So I would like you or Mrs. Ambedkar to send us
a detailed scheme to be put up to the Council.

Nine persons, including U Nu, the Chief Justice U Thein Maung, and myself,
are coming to join in the Jayanti celebrations at New Delhi on the invitation
of the Indian Jayanti Celebrations Committee. I am leaving for Khatmandu,
leading a delegation of about 10 persons from Burma, to attend the 4th WFB
Conference. My wife will also be accompanying me. We shall proceed
from Lumbini to New Delhi. We expect to be in New Delhi on or about
the 22nd of this month.

Please convey my best regards to Mrs. Ambedkar and also to other colleagues
of yours.

Yours in the Dhamma,

(Signed) CHAN HTOON.
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Judge, Supreme Court,
M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc., LL.D., D.Litt., Union of Burma, Rangoon,
Barrister-at-Law,
Member, Council of States,
26, Alipur Road, Civil Lines,
New Delhi, India.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s speech at the closing session of the Fourth Conference of the
World Fellowship of Buddhists in the State Gallery Hall in Kathmandu (Nepal),
on 20th November 1956.

Subject :—Buddhism and Communism.

President, Your Reverences, Ladies and Gentlemen!

I am sorry that, having come to Nepal to attend the Conference, I have not
been able to participate in its proceedings in the way in which a delegate ought
to participate, but I am sure, I am physically a very ill man, and 1 am quite
unable to bear the stress and strain of the Conference proceedings. It is,
therefore, not out of any disrespect for the Conference that I have been usually
absent, it is because of my personal condition that I could not do justice to
the task of the Conference. It is perhaps because of my absence from the
Conference that I was asked by way of compensation to address you this after-
noon. I consented to do that, but even here there have been rather surprises
flung upon me. I had not enough notice that I was to speak here. And when
I was asked what subject I would speak on, I mentioned the subject of
“ Ahimsa in Buddhism.” But I find that a large majority of the people
attending this Conference are desirous that I should speak on “ Buddhism and
‘Communism,” a subject to which I in a very passing sentence, referred at the
general meeting, first General meeting. '

The subject, I.am quite prepared to agree to the suggestion of the change
of subject. Although, I must say that I am not quite on the spur of the moment
prepared to deal with such a large, enormous, and if I may say so, a very massive
subject, a subject which has had half the world in grips, and I find that it has
held also in its grip large number of the student population even of the Buddhist
countries. I look upon the latter aspect of the matter with grave concern.



& JIA qiEA LI

If the younger generation of the Buddhist countries are not able to appreciate
that Buddhism supplies a way of life which is better than what is supplied by
the Communist way of life, Buddhism is doomed. Tt cannot last beyond
a generation or two. It is therefore quite necessary for those, who believe
in Buddhism, to tackle the younger generation, and to tell them whether
Buddhism can be a substitute for Communism. It is then only that Buddhism
can hope to survive. We must all remember that to-day a large majority of
the youngers in Asia look upon Karl Marx as the only prophet who could be
worshipped. And they regard, I need not say much about it, regard large
part of the Buddhist priesthood as nothing but the yellow peril. That is
an indication which the Bhikkus must take up, must understand, must reform
themselves in order that they could be compared with Karl Marx. And
Buddhism could compete with it. Now, with this introduction, I propose
to give you a few salient points in Buddhism and in Marxism or Communism
in order to show you where the similarity of ideals lies, where the differences
arise between Buddhism and Marxism. And thirdly, whether the Buddhist
way of life of reaching the goal which communism has is a lasting omne, or
whether the communist way of bringing about the goal is the lasting one.
Because, there is no use in pursuing a certain path, if that path is not going
to be a lasting path, if it is going to lead you to jungle, if it is going to lead you
to anarchy, assured that the path, that you are asked to follow is slow, may be
devious, may be there are long detours, but it ultimately makes you land on
a safe, sound ground, so that the ideals you are pursuing are there to help you,
to mould your life permanently and for ever, is much better, in my judgement
to follow the slower path, and the detourous path rather than to rush up and
to take what we call short cuts. Short cuts in life are always very dangerous,
very dangerous.

Now let me go to the subject. What is the theory of Communism? What
does it start with? Communism starts with the theory that there is exploita-
tion in the world, that the poor are exploited by the rich because of the property
that they hold, and they enslave the masses, that enslavement results in suffering,
in sorrow, in poverty. That is the starting point of Karl Marx. He uses the
word “exploitation.” What is the remedy that Karl Marx provides? 'The
remedy that Karl Marx provides is that in order to prevent poverty, suffering
of one class, it is necessary to prevent private property. Nobody should
possess private property, because it is the private owner who appropriates or
misappropriates, to use the technical language of Karl Marx, the surplus value
which the workers produce the worker does not get the surplus value which
he produces. It is appropriated by the owner. And Marx asked the question
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why should the owner, misappropriate the surplus value which is produced
by the efforts of the working man? His answer is that the only owner is the
State. And it is because of this that Marx propounded the theory that there
must be the dictetorship of the proletariat. That is the third proposition
that Marx enunciated that Government must be by the exploited classes and
not by the exploitating class, which is, what meant by dictetorship of
the proletariat. These are fundamental propositions of Karl Marx,
which have the basis of Communism in Russia. It has undoubtedly
been expanded, it has been added too, and so on. But these are the
fundamental propositions.

Now let me, for 2 moment, go to Buddhism and see what the Buddha has
to say about the points made out by Karl Marx. AsI told you, Karl Marx
begins with what is called exploitation of the poor. What does the Buddha say?
How does he begin? What is the foundation on which he has raised the structure
of his religion? That Buddha too, 2000 or at any rate 2400 years ago, said
exactly the same thing. He said ¢ There is “Dukkha” in the world. > He did
not use the word “exploitation” but he did lay the foundation of his religion on
what iscalled “Dukkha”. There is ‘Dukkha’ in the world. The word ‘Dukkh’
no doubt has been interpreted in various ways. It has been interpreted to
mean rebirth, the round of life, that is “Dukkha”. I do not agree with that.
I think there are Iot of places in the Buddha literature, where the Buddha
has used the word ‘Dukkha’ in the sense of poverty. Therefore, so far as the
foundation is concerned, there is really no difference at all. It is unnecessary
for the Buddhist people to go to Karl Marx to get that foundation. That
foundation is already there, well laid, well laid. It is the first proposition with
which the Buddha begins his sermon-the Dharma-Chakra Paribartana Sutta.
Therefore, to those who are attracted by Karl Marx, I say, study of the Dharma-
Chakra Paribartan Sutta and find out what the Buddha says. And you will
find sufficient satisfaction on this question. The Buddha did not lay the founda-
tion of his religion either on god, or on soul, or anything supernatural as to that.
He laid his finger on the fact of life-people are living in suffering. Therefore so
far as Marxism or Communism is concerned Buddhism has enough of it.
And the Buddha has said it 2000 years before Marx was born. With regard
to the question of property, you will again find some very close affinity to the
doctrine of the Buddha and the doctrine prepeached by Karl Marx. Karl
Marx said that in order to prevent exploitation, the State must own the instru-
ment of production, that is property. Land must belong to the State, industry
must belong to the State so that no private owner intervens and robs the worker
of the profits of his labour. That is what Marx said.
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Now let us go to the Sangha, the Buddhist Sangha, and examine the rules
of life that the Buddha laid down for the monks. What are the rules that the
Buddha laid down? Well, the Buddha said that no monk shall have private
property. Ideally speaking, no monk can own property. And although there
might be a few lapses here and there, I have noted that in some countries the
monks own some property. Yet in the large majority of the countries the
monks have no property-no property at all. In fact the Buddhist rule for the
Sangha are far more severe than any rule that the communists have made in
Russia. I take it, it is a mute subject, nobody has yet discussed it and come to
any conclusion. What object did the Buddha have in forming the Sangha?
Why did he do it? Going back a little into the history, when the Buddha was
engaged in propagating his religion, what we to-day call the °Paribarjikas’,
they were existing there long before the Buddha was there. The word “Pasi-
brajakika” means a displaced person, a person who has lost his home. Probably
during the Aryan period the different tribes of the Aryans were warring against
one another as all tribal people do. Some broken tribes left lost their moorings
and they were wanding about. And it is those wanderers that were called
Paribrajikas. The great service that the Buddha did to these Parivrajikas was
to organise them into a body, to give them rules of life what are contained in
the “ Vinayapitaka ”. In the rule, the Bhikku is not allowed to have property.
The Bhikku is allowed to have only seven things-a razor, a lota for getting water,
a bhikshapatra, the three chibaras, and the needle for sewing things. Well,
I want to know if the essence of property of Communism is to deny the private
property, can there by any greater and more severe rule, as regards private
property, that is to be found in the “ Vinayapitaka > I do not, I do not fiind.
Therefore, if any people or any youngster are attracted by the rule contained
in the communist system of rules that there shall be no private property, they
can find it here. The only question is to what extent can be applied this rule
of denial of private property they can find it here. The only question is to
what extent can be applied this rule of denial of private property to society
as a whole. But that is a matter of expediency, time, circumstances, develop-
ment of human society. But so far as theory is concerned, whether there is
anything wrong in abolishing private property of Buddhism will not stand in
the way of anybody who wants to do it, because it has already made this conces-
sion in the organisation of the Buddhist Sangha.

Now we come to another aspect of the matter, and that aspect is, what are
the ways and means which Karl Marx or the Communists wish to adopt in
order to bring about Communism ? That is the important question. This
means that the Communists wish to adopt in order to bring about communism
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by which I mean recognition of Dukkha, the abolition of private property,
the means that they wish to adopt is violence and killing of the opponents.
There lies the fundamental difference between the Buddha and Karl Marx.
The Buddha’s means of persuading the people to adopt the principle is by
persuation, by moral teaching, by love. He wants to conquer his opponents
by inculcating in them the doctrine that love can conguer anything, and not
power. That is where the fundamental difference lies—that the Buddha would
not allow violence, and the communists do. No doubt the communists get
quick results because when you adopt the means of annihilating men, he does
not remain to oppose you. You go on with your ideology, you go on with
your ways of doing things. The Buddha’s ways, as I said is a long way, perhaps
some people may say, a tedious way. But I have no doubt about it that itis
the surest way. There are two or there questions which I have always asked my
communist friends to answer. They establish by means of violence what they call
the dictatorship of the proletariat. They deprive all psople who have property
of political rights. They cannot have representation in the legislation, they
cannot have right to vote, they must remain what they call second great subjects
of the state, ruled, not sharing in the ruling authority or power. When I
asked them whether you agree that dictatorship is a good method of governing
people, they say, “ No, we don’t ; we don’t like dictatorship. ” Then we say,
“How do you allow it? " But they say, “ This is an interim period in which
dictatorship must be there.” You proceed further and ask them * What is
the duration of this interim period? Twenty years? Forty years? Fifty years?
Hundred years?” “No answer.” They only repeat that the proletariat dictator-
ship will vanish, somehow automatically. Very well, let us take the thing as
it is that dictatorship will vanish. Well, I ask a question “ What will happen
when dictatorship disappears? What will take its place? Will man not need
Government of some sort?” They have no answer. Then we go back to the
Buddha and ask this question in relation to his Dhamma. What does he say?
The greatest thing that the Buddha has done is to tell the world that the world
cannot be reformed except by the reformation of the mind of the man and the
mind of the world. If the mind accepts the communist system and loves it
loyally and carries it out it is a permanent thing, it does not requrire foice,
it does not require a soldier or a police to keep a man in order. Why? The
answer is, ““ The Buddha has energised your conscience to such an extent that
your conscience itself is acting as a sentinel in order to keep you on your path.
There is no trouble when the mind is converted, the thing is permanent. The
communist system is based on force. Supposing tomorrow the dictatorship
in Russia fails, and we see signs of it, what would happen? I really liked to
know what would happen to the communist system. As I see it there would
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be bloody warfare among the Russian people for appropriating the property
of the state. That would be the consequence of it. Why? Because they have
not accepted the communist System voluntarily. They are obeying to it
because they are afraid of being hanged. Such a system can take no roots;
and therefore in my judgement, unless the communists are able to answer these
questions, what would happen to their system ? When force disappears,
there is no use persuing it, because if the mind is not converted, force
will always be necessary, and this is what I want to say, in conclusion, that
one of the greatest things I find in Buddhism is that his system isa democratic
system. He told the Vajis when the Prime Minister of Ajat Shatru went to
agk the Buddha, the Ajat Shatru wants to conquer the Vajis, and he said he
won’t be able to do it until the Vajis follow their ways of their age old system.
It is unfortunate that the Buddha did not explain in plain terms what he meant.
But there is no doubt-about it that what the Buddha was referring to was the
democratic and the republican form of Government, which the Vajis had.
He said so long as the Vajis were following their system, they would not be
conquered. The Buddha, of course, was a great democrat.

Therefore, I'say, and I have been, if I may say so, if the President will allow me,
I have been a student of politics, and T have spent a great deal of time in study-
ing Karl Marx, Communism and all that, and I have also spent a good deal
of time in studying the Buddha’s Dhamma, and after comparing the two I
came to the conclusion that Buddha advise with regard to the great problem
of the world namely that there is Dukkha, that the Dukkha must be removed,
that the Buddha’s method was the safest and the soundest, and I advise the
younger generation of the Buddhist countries to pay more attention to the
actual teachings of the Buddha. If I may say so in conclusion, if any peril
arises in the Buddhist country to the Dhamma, the blame shall have to be
cast upon the Bhikkus, because I personally think that they not discharging
the duty which devolves on them. Where is the preaching? Who preaches the
Buddha’s religion to anybody for the matter of God? The Bhikku is living in
his cloister taking his meal, one meal no doubt, and sitting quietly, probably
he is reading, and most probably I find them sleeping, and in the evening having
little music. That is not the way of propagating religion. My friends I want
to tell you, I do not want to criticise anybody, but religion, if it is to be a moral
force for the regeneration of society, you must constantly din it into the ears
of the people. How many years a child has to s pend in school?  You do not
send the child to school on a day to grow into learning, to get child home and
expect the child to grow into learning, to get education, the child has to go to
school every day, sit there for five hours and study constantly. It is then and
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then alone that the child gets a little saturated with what is called knowledge
and what is called learning. Here the monastery is not a state. The Bhikkus
do not call for the people to the monastery on any single day and deliver a
sermon to them on some subject of moral education. I have never seen it.
I went to Ceylon and I told some people that I was particularly anxious to see
how the Bhikkus preach. They told me that they have got “Bharna”, “Bharna’
some word they use, which I subsequently learnt it meant “Vanaka”. They
took me at 11 O’ clock to one place to a small little square thing as big as this,
a table and I sat on the ground. A Bhikku was brought in with a cross on
his head dress. Several men and women brought water and washed his feet
and he came up and sat there. He had a “Pankha” with him, you see, God
only knows what he said. Of course he must have preached in Singhalese.
It was not more than two minutes, and after two minutes he departed.

You go to a Christian Church. What happens? Every week people assemble
there. They worship and some priest delivers a sermon on some subject from
the Bible in order to remind the people what Jesus told them that they should do.
You will be probably surprised, most of us are, that 90 per cent of Christianity
is copied from Buddhism, both in substance and form. You go to Rome,
see the main Church and you will be reminded of the big temple which is known
as “Vishwa Karma" at Beirut.

Vishabigne, who wrote a book on Buddhism, he was a missionary in China,
had expressed his great surprise as to how this similarity occurs between
Buddhism and Christianity. So far as the outlook, he dared not say that the
Buddhists (copied Christianity) but he would not admit that Christianity copied
Buddhism, copied Buddhism. There is so much of it, I think, time has turned
and we must now copy some of the ways of the Christians in order to propagate
religion among the Buddhist people. They must be made aware every day
and all the time that the Buddha’s Dhamma is there, standing by them as
a policeman to guard those who go the wrong way. Without that this religion
will remain probably in a very decadent state. Even now that I find it even
in the Buddhist countries its condition is very decadent. But its influence is
there, no doubt about it.

I wanted to tell you one very interesting epilogue which I saw in Burma.
I went to Burma, I was called for the conference and they took me to show how
they were going to reconstruct the villages. I was very happy. I went with
them and the Committee had planned to reform the villages. Their streets as
usual were crooked, bent here, and bent there, nothing systematic. So the
Committee put down iron pillar and lined ropes that this street must go this
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way. In good many cases I found that the lines drawn by the Committee went
across a portion of the house of a certain gentleman or it went across a portion of
a piece of land which was owned by a private individual. When I went and
saw and asked them, “How are they going to manage? Have you got money?"”
Isaid, “to pay for the property that you are going to take?” They said, “Nobody
wants money”. Everybody said, “If you want it, take it.” Why is this?
While in my country there would have been bloodshed if you take a little piece
of land from somebody without giving his compensation. But there it is.
why? Why were the Burmese so free with their properties, so free? Why did
they not care for it? It is because the Buddha has taught “Sarliam Anityam.”
Everything, you see, is impermanent. Why fight for impermanent things?
It is alright if you want the land, take it. Now, ladies and gentlemen, I do
not think I can continue any further nor is necessary for me to continue,

I just wanted to give you a point of view from which to look at. Do not
be allowed by the Communist successes. I am quite confident that if we all
become one tenth as enlightened as the Buddha was we can bring about the:
same result by the methods of love, of justice and good will. Thank you very
much.
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‘ Last time when Doctor Ambedkar was in Bombay you had promised to
arrange for his stay with Mr. Kumar Samarth. Doctor Saheb is leaving Delhi
on the 14th for his conversion programme in Bombay on the 16th December.
If Mr. Kumar's place is available he will prolong hisstay in Bombay. Otherwise
he will have to cut short his stay. In that case he will stay in Bombay
for three-four days, in which case you will have to oblige us by accommodating
him at your residence. So please let us know what arrangments are possible.”
( Letter of Rattu to Barrister Samarth to make arrangments for A’s stay in
Bombay when he comes in Bombay for conversion ceremony).
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* Moving Scenes at Funeral Ceremony of Dr. Ambedkar. Bombay Friday.

........ Mangala Gour and Ganesh Puja (The Free Press Journal, 8th,
12th 1956 P.L)
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(1) MOVING SCENES AT FUNERAL CEREMONY OF
DR. AMBEDKAR

Bombay Friday

The mortal remains of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar were cremated to-day at the
Shivaji Park Hindu Crematorium, amidst touching scenes of grief, as lakhs of
people paid their homage to the departed leader.

Moze than half a million people witnessed the last rites which were performed
according to Buddhist scriptures by Bhikku Bhadant Anand Kausalayan.

The funeral pyre, placed on a raised platform of sand, was made entirely
of sandalwood and was lit by Shri Yeshwantrao Ambedkar (Dr. Ambedkar's
only son) at 7 p. m. while many sobbed quietly.

The remains were earlier taken to the crematorium ina mammoth procession
the biggest of its kind in living memory. The procession started from * Raj
Griha , the former residence of Dr. Ambedkar at Hindu Colony, Dadar, at
1-30 p. m. and passed through Vincent Road, Poibawdi, Parel, Elphinstone
Bridge, Sayami Road Gokhale Road, to Shivaji Park.
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As the procession (a recritable sea of humanity) wended its way along the
five-mile route, moving literally at a snail’s pace, people showered flowers on
the body of Dr. Ambedkar which was lying on a motor van. Several organi-
sations and individuals in the city paid their floral homage, prominent among
whom were Shri G. D. Tapase Minister for Backward Classes, Government
of Bombay Shri N. M. Naik-Nimbalkar, Minister for Public Works and Shri
K. K. Shah, Vice-President of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.

This was the first instance in the history of Bombay when thousands of women
belonging to the poorer classes joined a funeral procession.

At the crematorium hundreds of perople, who had come from the neighbou-
ring districts, were waiting since early afternoon to have the last glimpse of
the leader.

The body was placed on a table at the crematorium facing the sea so that
lakhs of people who had assembled on the shore could have the fast
““ darshan ™ of the leader.

Four Buddhist Bhikkus, led by Bhadant Anand Kausalayan, chanted
“ mantras ” in Pali, and the whole assembly repeated the mantras after
them. The whole atmosphere was filled with ““ Buddham Sharanam
Gachhami ! Dhammam Sharanam Gachhami! Sangham Sharanam
Gachhami!”

TRIBUTES PAID : HOMAGE TO AMBEDKAR

Addressing the gathering in Hindi, the Bhadanta Anand Kausalayana paid
glowing tributes to the late Dr. Ambedkar. Two other Bhikkus, coming from
Malaya and Ceylon also paid tributes to the departed leader.

Shri. P. K. Atre, noted Marathi writer, speaking on the occasion, said that
Dr. Ambedkar has suffered and struggled for the rights for the seven crores
of the depressed classes of India. With his death had closed the last chapter
of a great book, he added.

At the crematorium, the Chief Secretary to the Bombay Government, placed
wreath on the body on behalf of the Chief Minister. The body was profusely
garlanded by several organisations at the funeral grounds.

As the mortal remains were consigned to flames, the mourners burst into
tears. The wife of Dr. Ambedkar, who was present at the funeral, was beside
herself with grief when the funeral pyre was lit.
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“ LAST POST ”

The city police honoured the departed leader by sounding the “last post,”
an honour given for the first time in Bombay to a non-official person. Hundreds
of policemen were posted at the crematorium to maintain order and the top
police officers in city personally supervised the police arrangement. = Among
those who were present were Shri S. L. Silam, Speaker of the Bombay Legisla-
tive Assembly, Shri. M. Harris, Shri M. V. Donde, Shri B. C. Kamble,
Shri-B. S. (K) Kaikwad and Naushir Bharucha. :

Larlier in the day, one and a half lakhs of the city’s industrial worlers stayed
away from work in the biggest spontaneous demonstrations of public sorrow
seen in Bombay, since the passing away of Mahatma Gandhi. g B

Since the early hours of the morning, thousands of industrial workers and
labour trekked to Raj Griha where Dr. Ambedkar’s body was kept on the porch.

Every approach to’ the Chowk in the Hindu Colony, near Raj Griha, ‘was
completely jamned by large crowds and repeated attempts made by the police
to keep the crowds proved of no avail. i

While every suburban train, bus and tram moving to Dadar brought a fresh
load of mourners, hundreds of others trecked long distances on foot to have
-one last *“darshan * of the late Dr. Ambedkar. From early in the afternoon,
every street and lane on the route to Shivaji Park crematorium was lined with
crowds of men, women and children who braved the hot sun to wait in
patience for the funerral procession.

The arrival of the bier at the crematorium was herelded by six lighted candles
which were carried in by Shri Yeshwantrao Ambedkar and Smt. Ambedkar.
Humans extolling Lord Buddha were chanted by the Bhikkus as the lighted
candles were placed round an image of Buddha, before the actual funeral
ceremonies commenced.

Police Arrangements

The police arrangements to control the vast sea of humanity at the Shivaji
Park sea-face were almost perfect and repeated attempts made by a section
of the crowd to break the cordon failed as a result of the prompt atiention
given by the constables and officers on duty. Among top police officers present
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on the oceasion to attend to the arrangements personally were Deputy Commi-
ssioner of Police, Shri Pant, Deputy Commissioner of Police, Shri W. K. Patil
and Deputy Commissioner of Police, Shri Lobo.

The entire shore opposite the Shivaji Park crematorium was so overflowing
with erowds that many stood knee-deep in the sea despite the gathering darkness
and the winter cold.

Every ceremony was followed in rapt attention by the silent crowds surcharged
with emotion when the conversion ceremony started.

Shri Atre’s 15 minute address moved the crowds to sobbing openly as the
Marathi litcrature in a thundering voice enumerated the work done by the
Late * Babasaheb ” during his life-time and asked in a voice choked with
emotion. * Why is it that out of this vast conglomeration, death has come to
only such a man the like of whom will never be seen again by us. ™

(The Freec Press Journal, 8th December 1956, pages | and 5).
“ A Special Journey ”

Bombay, Friday: A letter written by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, accepting the
invitation sent by the Elphinstone College to attend its centenary celebrations,

was the centre of attraction at an exhibition of rare books and manuscripts
opened in the college hall this evening.

The letter sent from Delhi on October 27, expressing Dr. Ambedkar’s desire
to attend the celebrations, says : “Iam so far away that I shall have to
make a special journey for the occasion. ™

Dr. Ambedkar’s body was specially flown down to Bombay last night, about
the same time that the centenary celebrations of his * alma mater began.

{The Free Press Journal, dated 8th December 1956, page 1)
“ OVER A LAKH EMBRACE BUDDHISM BOMBAY, FRIDAY "
At least a lakh of eager, downhoasted members of the Scheduled Castes

embraced Buddhism to-day, as the last remains of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar awaited
to be consigned to the flames at the Shivaji Park crematorium.
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It was the most spontaneous demonstration of loyalty to a leader ever
witnessed in Bombay and probably in the country, and provided an unusual
climax to the last journey of the Rebel against untouchability.

The mass conversion was conducted by a Buddhist monk, Bhikku Bhadant
Anand Kausalayana, after a section of the vast sea of mourners had expressed
a desire to be initiated into the faith of their leader.

No accurate estimate of the number of converts was possible as the oath
was taken on the spur of the moment and simultaneously by the entire congre-
gation. But thousands of people, including large numbers of women present
at the funeral, indicated by a show of hands their willingness to embrace
Buddhism when Dadasaheb Gaikwad, President of the Maharashtea Pradesh
Scheduled Castes Federation, asked them on the microphone if they desired
to be admitted to Buddhism.

He said that Dr. Ambedkar was to have presided over the conversion ceremony
on December 16 in Bombay, when ten lakhs of people from all over the State
were to join the Buddhist fold. But, he added, unfortunately, Dr, Ambedkar
passed away prematurely. “You can now fulfill his last desire before his
mortal remains are consigned to flames,” Dadasaheb Gaikwad said and asked
them to indicate their desire by a show of hands.

Immediately, thousands of hands shot up and Bhikku Anand Kausalayan
administered in Pali language “Diksha” by making the congregation recite
the sacred hymns of Buddhism, the “Shri Sharanam’ and the “Panchshila”,

The neo-Buddhists were thereafter given a code of conduct in Hindi which
stressed, among other things the following:—

(1) “We swear—we shall not reco gnise any Hindu God or deity”,

(2) “We swear-we shall not worship any Hindu God or Goddess
in any manner’”,

(3) “We denounce the worship of any Hindu God like Rama, Krishna,
Ganesh, Mahadev and Satyanarayana”, and

(4) “ We swear-we shall not perform any Hindu ceremonies like
Satyanarayan puja, Mangala Gaur and Ganesh Puja”. (The Free
Press Journal, 8th December 1956, page 1).
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“DEATH OF DR. AMBEDKAR

The Prime Minister and Leader of the House (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru):—Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I have to convey to the House the sad news of the death of Dr.
Ambedkar. Only two days ago, I believe, the day before yesterday, he was
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present in the other House of which he was a Member. The news, therefore,
of his death to-day came as a shock to all of us who had no inkling of such
a thing happining so soon.

Dr. Ambedkar, as every Member of this House knows, played a very important
part in the making of the Constitution of India, subsequently in the Legislative
Part of the Constituent Assembly and later in the Provisional Parliament.
After that, he was not a Member of Parliament for some time. Then he came
back to the Rajya Sabha of which he was a sitting Member.

He is often spoken of as one of the architects of our Constitution. There
" is no doubt that no one took greater care and trouble over Constitution making
than Dr. Ambedkar. He will be remembered also for the great interest he
took and the trouble he took over the question of Hindy Law reform. I am
happy that he saw that reform in a very large measure carried out, perhaps
not in the form of that monumental to me that he had himself drafted, but
in separate bits. But, I imagine that the way he will be remembered most
will be as a symbol of the revolt against all the oppressive features of Hindu
society. He used language sometimes which hurt people. He sometimes
said things which were perhaps not wholly justified. But, let us forget that.
The main thing was that he rebelled against some thing against which all ought
to rebell and we have, in fact, rebelled in various degrees. This Parliament
itself represents in the legislation which it framed, its repudiation of those
customs or legacies from the past which kept down a large section of our people
from enjoying their normal rights.

When T think of Dr. Ambedkar, many things come to my mind, because
he was a highly controversial figure. He was not a person of soft speech.
But behind all that was this powerful reaction and an act of rebellion
against something that represented our society for so long. Fortunately,
that rebellion had the support, not perhaps in the exact way he
wanted it, but in a large measure, the principle underlying that
rebellion had the support of Parliament, and, I believe, every
group and party represented here. Both in our public activities
and in our legislative activities, we did our utmost to remove that stigma on
Hindu society. One cannot remove it completely by law, because custor is
more deep-rooted and, I am afraid, it still continues in many parts of the
country even though it may be considered illegal. That is true. But, I have
no doubt that it is something that its last stages and many take a little time to
vanish away. When both law and public opinion become more and more
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determined to put up an end to state of affairs, it cannot last long. Any how,
Dr. Ambedkar, as I said, became prominent in his own way and most prominent
symbol of that rebellion. I have no doubt that, whether we agree with him
or not in matters, that perseverance, the persistence and that, if I may use the
word, sometime virulence of his opposition to all this did keep the peoples
mind awake and did not allow them to become component about matters
which could not be forgotten, and helped in rousing up those groups in our
country which had suffered for so long in the past. It is, therefore, sad that
such a prominent champion of the oppressed and depressed in India and one
who took such an important part in our activities, has passed away.

As the House knows, he was a Minister, a member of our Cabinet, for many
years, and I had the privilege of co-operating with him in our Governmental
work. I had heard of him and, of course, met him previously on various
occasions. But, I had not come into any intimate contact with him. It was
at the time of Constituent Assembly that I got to know him a little better.
I invited him to join the Government. Some people were surprised that
I should do so, because, it was thought that his normal activities were of oppo-
sition type rather than of the Governmental type. Nevertheless, I felt at that
time that he had played an important and very constructive role in the making
of the Constitution and that he could continue to play a constructive role
in Governmental activities. Indeed, he did. In spite of some minor differences
here and there, chiefly, if I say so, not due to any matters of principle, but
rather linguistic matters and language used, we co-operated in the Government
for several years to our mutual advantage, I think. Anyhow, a very leading
and prominent personality, who has left his mark in our public affairs and on
the Indian scene, has passed away, a personality who was known to nearly
all of us here, I suppose, and 1 feel sure that all of us feel very sad. We know
him well. He had been unwell for a long time. Nevertheless, the passing
of a person is painful. I am sure that you, Sir, and the House will be pleased
to convey our deep condolences and sympathy to his family.

There are various rules Jaid down in our Rules of Procedure in regard to
such occurrences, in regard to adjournment of the House. Normally speaking,
those rules apply to Members of the House. Dr. Ambedkar was not a Member
of this House. He was a Member of the Rajya Sabha. He was an ex-Member
of this House. The rule says that in such cases, a reference may be made in
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the House, but there may be adjournment unless he comes in the category of
outstanding personalities, in which case, total adjournment may be made.
There can be no doubt that he comes under the category of outstanding perso-
nalities. According to the strict rule, it says, token adjournment may be made.
1 submit that, without doing any voilence to this rule or to the spirit underlying
this rule, the present case deserves for some reasons which I have mentioned
and others which I have not mentioned, that the House do adjourn for the day.
That is subject to your wishes and the wishes of the House.”

(Lok Sabha Debates, Volume 10, Part 2, December 1956, pages 2059-62)
(Nehru’s Condolence speech, 6th December 1956).

Shrimati Renu Chakravarty (Basir-hat).—Sir, I join the Leader of the House
in requesting you to convey to the members of the family of Dr. Ambedkar
the condolences of our party and our colleagues.

We, Younger Members, never has the privilage of working with him. We
had also our difference. But, today, we all of us cannot forget how he brought
to the forefront of our people’s conscience the disabilities suffered by a section
of our people owing to our oppressive social system. Personally I feel that,
although we have passed the Hindu Code Bill in parts, the principles which
Dr. Ambedkar had embodied in his original draft were wiser in many aspects.
We also pay our tribute to his outstanding intellect which rose against social
inequality and narrow prejudices, and he became one of those who were
known as the architects of our Constitution, and I am sure the country will
remember him embodied in that Constitution. I also join with the leader
of the House in requesting you to adjourn this House as a mark of respect to
his memory.”

(Volume 10, Part 2, December 1956, ibid pages 2062-63).

“Siri Ashoka Mehta (Bhandara).—I wish to associate myself with the tribute
that has been paid to Dr. Ambedkar.

I was privileged to be associated with him on more than one occasion, and
in his remarkable and tacinating career, there were many facts. We who
come from Bombay remember him as a teacher, we remember him as an
economist, we remember him as a labour leader, we remember him as political
leader. Apart from the great work that he did in this House and a Member
of the Government, as far as my part of the country is concerned, he brought
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a new awakening. It was because of him that large sections of people on
our side were given a sense of social significance, they were given a sense of
confidence. I believe if he had not been there, perhaps my part of the country
would not have been what it is to-day.

I am sure in paying our respect to his memory and in trying to do honour
to him by adjourning to-day, we only pay the great debt that many of us owe
to him for the great services that he has rendered to our society.”

(Volume 10, Part 2, December 1956, page 2063).

“I would like to associate the Independent Group with the sentiments that
have fallen from the Leader of the House.

It has been my privilege to know Dr. Ambedkar for many years, and I feel
that no adequate tribute can be paid to him in the course of few minutes.
He was a versatile mind. He was not only a deep, but a profound scholar,
and, as the Leader of the House said, he was a controversial figure. But
what I believe was the dominent characteristic of the comples personality was
the characteristic of being an indomitable fighter, and it was that indomitable
spirit which enabled him to triumple over personal disabilities which perhaps
would have crushed persons of less tenacious character.

We may not have agreed with his politics. Parhaps we did not agree some-
times with the way that things were said by him, but having heard from him
the bitter personal disabilities with which he was confronted from his earliest
life. 1 would not presume to judge the fact that perhaps in some respects
the iron had entered his soul and his bitterness to that extent, if not justified,
at least was understandable. There is no doubt that Dr. Ambedkar started
from the humblest beginning, but his name will be write large on the scroll
of Indian history, and I believe not only his community, but that the country
has reason to be proud of a very great son. I would ask you to convey over
condolences to his family.”

(Ibid page 2065)
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“Normally after the Leader of the House and my party has spoken, there is
no justification for me to speak, but I plead this justification that I had the
privilege of Dr. Ambedkar’s friendship for over 35 years. He was ten times
dearer to us Maharashtrianas than what he was to India as a whole. It was
he who created a sense of self-respect and importance in the most down-trodden
community in our area. Undoubtedly he was very bitter in his tongue, but
his heart was sweat. His faults we all know, but his virtues outweighted them.

What he did in the matter of framing our Constitution is sufficiently well
known. But, essentially, he was a rebel against the injustice in the status quo
whether the sphere was social or economic.

Lastly, he was thinking on such more progressive lines. Very recently,
1 had some discussion with him, and he said, no more privileges to the Schedule
Castes. Now, they must come into their own and fight against the injustice
that is still there, along with the rest of the members of the whole Indian commu-
nity. Such a man has passed away; but, everything in this word must pass

away.

Let us, therefore, remember what good he did and deserve by what he did
and progressively achieved the objects for which he stood.

I associate myself with the sentiments expressed by other Members of this
House ™

(Ibid, pages 266-67), V. V. Gadgil’s Condolence speech.



STl aisrer 933

ATAGL  FIRTHAT  Teqaqay AEATERATATEES AT T arfv
SRR T €Al w3, st @t gigm S FIFTHT TEIIATAT 5T
TH FUTHLAT TET v v fafir T UET A FOL. STAT Oy 42-33 T
ﬁmmmﬁ.uﬁmﬁ‘am#ﬁaﬁwﬁm;—

“MR. SPEAKER.—I fully associate myself with all the sentiments expressed
on the floor of the House by the Leader of the House and the leaders of various
groups, and I am sure the House will cqually associate itsclf with those
sentiments,

Dr. Ambedkar was a great and dynamic personality. He rose from humble
beginnings and became a leader of the Scheduled Castes. He was a great
scholar and writer, and, more than all, he was a powerful speaker.

He piloted our Constitution. In the field of social reform, he initiated
many wholesome measures. In his death, India has lost one of her great sons.
I shall convey the sentiments of this House and the condolences to the members
of the bereaved family.

As a mark of respect, I am sure the House would like to adjourn to-day.
In sorrow, we shall stand for a minute in silence.

The Members then stood in silence for a minute

MR. SPEAKER.—The House will now stand adjourned as a mark of
respect to him, and meet again at 1l am. tomorrow.

12-23 hours ”  (Ibid pages 2066-68)
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 Obitaary Reference —Demise of Dr. B, R. Ambedkar.
The Prime Minister (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I deeply regret to inform the House that a Member
of this Fouse who had played a very leading part in many matters passed away
a short time ago. I refer to Dr. Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar for many, many
years has been a very controversial figure in Indian public affairs, but there
can be no doubt about his outstanding quality, his scholarship, and the intensity
with which he pursued his convictions, sometimes rather with greater intensity
than perhaps required by the particular subject, which sometimes reacted in
a contrary way. But he was the symbol of that intense feeling which we must
always remember, the intense feeling of the suppressed classes in India who
have suffered for ages past under our previous social systems, and it is as well
that we recognise this burden that all of us should carry and should always
remember, It may be that some of us thought, as I have just said, that he over-
did the expression of that feeling, but I do not think that, apart from the manner
of utterance or language, anybody should challenge the rightness of the intensity
of his feeling in that matter which should be felt by all of us and perhaps even
more so by those who have not in themselves or in their groups or classes
had to suffer from that. He was that. Therefore he become this symbol. But
we in Parliament remember him for many other things and more particularly
for the very prominent part he played in the making of our Constitution, and
perhaps that fact will be remembered even longer than his other activities. I am
quite sure that every Member of this House will want us to send our deep
condolences and message of sympathy to his family and to express our deep
sorrow at his demise.

It is the custom of this House. I belicve, Sir, that when a Member dies in
Delhi, the House adjourns for the rest of the day. I leave it to you, Sir, and to
the House, but I would suggest that it is right and proper for us to follow that
cusion.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : I would like to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by the Prime Minister. I am sure every Member of this
House shares the same sentiments. We have all heard with profound sorrow
and a sense of shock of the sudden death of Dr. Ambedkar. He was presentin
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the House only the day before yesterday and was in his usual mood, talking and
Jjoking with his friends. Many may not agree with him and his political philo-
sophy but he was one of our prominent Members and he was always listened
to with respect. His speeches were marked by scholarship, erudition and deep
study. He will, however, be remembered as one of the great architects of our
Constitution. He was also very anxious to see that the Hindu Law was enacted
and most of it has been enacted. It is a great loss to this House particularly,
and, as a mark of respect, I request the House to stand up for two minutes.

(The House stand in silence for two minutes)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : The House stands adjourned till 11 a.m.
tomorrow.” (Parliamentary Debates, Rajya Sabha, Valume XV-A, November-
December 1956, pages 1769-70).

AT, TgE AT AT TIO I e SfeAm oo feEET qus s
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DR. AMBEDKAR

Mr. Nehru was right in describing the late Dr. Ambedkar as ** a symbol of
revolt against all the oppressive features of Hindu Society * and the Prime
Minister’s declaration that * he rebelled against something against which we
all should * rebel ” will be widely echoed and endorsed. Environment does
much to condition a man’s character and the more controversial aspects of
Dr. Ambedkar’s career obviously stemmed from his background. Yet there
have been few men who, while controversial, have also been so combative
and courageous. Dr. Ambedkar fought valiantly for the cause of his oppressed
fellowmen even if the vigour and forthrightness of his verbal attacks concen-
trated hostile attention on himself. He was an able, gifted and versatile man
who in different circumstances might have renders even greater services to his
country and community. Erudite, painstaking and learned he had the attributes
not only of a politician but of a scholar and a discreving lawyer. As the Prime
Minister acknowledged, Dr. Ambedkar was one of the chief architects of our
constitution, and he will be remembered as such by his countrymen as he
will also be remembered by his community for the battle he waged on their
behalf with such intensity and persistence. ”

(The Times of India, 7 December 1956, page 6, on Nehru's condolence speech).
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(Manchester Guardian, dated the 7th December 1956)

DR. AMBEDKAR

Dr. Ambedkar, the leader of the Indian Untouchables, who died yesterday,
was one of the few non-Moslem Indian who never passed under the spell of
Mahatma Gandi. He believed that Gandhi’s influence might lead to the
perpetuation of the caste system, and had no confidence that the future of the
Untouchables was safe in Hindu hands, however enlightened and benevolent
the hands might temporarily be. Hence came his insistence that the Untouch-
ables should have separate electorates. To oppose that after it had been conceded
by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s communal award, Mr. Gandhi undertook one
of his most celebrated and desperate fasts. Dr. Ambedkar came under strong
pressure from Mr. Gandhi’s friends in this country to give way and save the
Mahatma’s life. Dr. Ambedkar's distrust of the caste Hindus continued to the
end, and during this last year he and several thousand of his followers became
Buddhists. The conversion was more for political reasons than on account
of theology. Dr. Ambedkar had once thought of asking to be received as a Sikh.
After India became independent, Congress retained him in the cabinet at the
centre as Minister of Law, and it was his pride that an Untouchable played
the main part in carrying through Parliament the bill which was to regulate the
political institutions of caste Hindus. It is ironical that, at the time of his death,
opinion is about equally divided on whether Untouchability is dying out or
whether the caste system is still rigid, though it may take rather new forms.
But there can be no doubt that Dr. Ambedkar, by his own success gave new
confidence to the more enterprising members of the depressed castes. He
strengthened the public opinion which has secured an amelioration of life
for the Untouchables, and even preferential treatment for those among them
who could enter universities or public service. Much remains to be done, and
the Untouchables will be happier if, without exaggerating their separateness
from the main body of Hindus, they can produce more leaders of their
own to carry on Dr. Ambedkar’s.

(The Manchester Guardian, Dated 7th December 1956, Editorial)
OBITUARY

DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR

The death occurred suddenly yesterday, at his home in New Dethi of Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar, champion of the depressed castes of India.
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Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born in 1893, the son of 2 man who, though
of very low caste, was an under-officer in the Indian Sapper Regiment. He
was educated at Elphinstone College, Bombay, Columbia University, and the
London School of Economics. He became a barrister of Gray’s Inn. Like
other outstanding young men in India of this generation he received encourag-
ment and support from the great Maharajah Gaekwad of Baroda. Returning
to India he practised in the Bombay High Court and became a member of the
Bombay Legislative Assembly. He devoted himself to trade union organisation
and to the cause of the lowest classes of the rigid Hindu social hierarchy. A thinly
disguised portrait of him in this period of his life appears in an American novel
about Baroda which was once widely read, “The Rains Came”.

Ambedkar was a delegate to the Round Table Conference on the Indian
Constitution. He came into conflict with Gandhi by demanding that the
Untouchables and the depressed castes should be given separate representation
in the assemblies. He argued that this was the only way in which they could
defend their interests. But in the eyes of Gandhi the demand was a blow at
India’s unity. The Congress dogma-which was challengeable-was that it
was separate parliamentary representation for the Moslems which had started
the great Hindu-Moslem rift. If the Untouchables also were given separate
constituencies, the Hindu community itself would become similarly divided.
So deeply did Gandhi feel that when the British Government accepted Dr.
Ambedkar’s demand, Gandhi began one of his major fasts, which brought
him nearer to death than any other of these ordeals. The pressure brought
on Ambedkar was immense, and though at first he was resolute against yielding,
he ended by accepting a compromise system. Seats were to be reserved for
Untouchables, but these were to be elected by general constituencies which
included high-caste Hindus,

In 1941 Ambedkar became a member of the Governor-General’s Council
and continued in office throughout the war and after the transfer of power
by the British. In spite of his continous struggle with the more conservative
parts of Congress the Congress leaders knew the value of having in their Cabinet
the undisputed leader of the Untouchables. Though he was retained for
these political reasons he contributed his full share in administration. As Law
Minister he piloted the Constitution through the Constituent Assembly.
One of the paradoxes of modern India is that at low caste Hindu played so
great a part in determining its fundamental law.

Ambedkar retired from the Central Cabinet in 1951, and his last years were
politically less eventful. But during the last year he, together with several
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thousand of his followers, became Buddhists though the Buddhists are now
a very small sect in India. By this means he emphasised that he remained an
irreconcilable critic of Hindu Society.

Ambedkar was an attractive personality. In appearance he looked remarka-
bly like the Chinese politician T.V. Soong. His work in breaking down caste
divisions was symbolised by his own marriage in 1948 to a Brahmin, an eminent
woman doctor.

(The Times, Dated 7th December 19356, Editorial)
DR. B. R. AMBEDEKAR

CHAMPION OF INDIAN DEPRESSED CLASSES

Dr. Ambedkar, th: champion of the outcastes of India and their outstanding
figure, died at his home in New Delhi yesterday, our correspondent there reports.
He was 63. His name will figure prominently in any history of the Socio-
political evolution of India in the closing years of British rule. On the attain-
ment of independence in 1947 Mr. Nehru selected him as Law Minister, and
this position he retained until he resigned in 1951.

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Ph.D., D.Sc., M.A., Barrister-at-law was born
on April 11, 1893, in a small Ratnagiri village on the Konkan coast of Bombay.
His father was an Army pensioner “passing rich” on Rs. 50 (£3 15s.) a month,
and thus better off than many of the caste Hindus by whom, following the
custom of centuries, he was spurned as an outcaste. The boy was made to feel the
bitterness of * Birth’s invidious bar ” by being relegated with the children of
sweepers outside the village school house on the chance of hearing the tuition
given within fo caste children, and this experience was repeated when his
father moved to Satara.

In spite of these and many later handicaps and humiligtion arising from
the Hindu caste system, Bhimrao carved his way to distinction and leadership.
and was both physically and mentally. The determination and caurage
of this thick-set. spectacled man were writ large upon his features; but he gave
little evidence in manner and address of the wide scholarship gained by assiduous
study in three continents, for he failed to acquire polish. From the Elphinstone
College, Poona he went to Baroda and attracted the attention of the far-
sighted and liberal Maharaja Sayaji Rao III who granted a scholarship enabling
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Bhimrao in 1917 to enter the Columbia University, New York, to read Eco-
nomics and Sociology. He also studied at the Bonn University, and in London
took course at the School of Economics, did research work in the India Office
Library, and kept terms at Gray's Inn being called to the Bar in 1923. A tee-
totaller and non-smoker, he lived with a frugality that a promising poor scots
student could not surpass. When with his doctorates and his MLA. he returned
to India he could do so only by part working his passage and a loan from a
British friend repaid in later years.

The Maharaja Gackwad gave orders for his entry into the Finance Depart-
ment of the State but he was completely ostracized by caste colleagues and was
refused living accommodation suitable to his status so he had to resort to the
insanitary and poverty-stricken quarters of the sweepers and other menial
workers. He then took up law practice in Bombay, was appointed to the
Chair of Economics at the Sydenham College of Commerce there, was made
a fellow of the University and an examiner in Economics and Law.

Independent Party

All this time he was preparing to be a Moses to lead his people, variously
known as the untouchables, the Depressed Classes, the Scheduled Castes,
and (Mr. Gandhi’s selection) the Harijans (sons of God) from the degradation
of their centuries of abasement under Brahmanical teaching and example.
He established a weekly paper in their interests, and rejecting Congress claims
to promote the needed reforms and “change of heart” he organized an Indepen-
dent Labour Party composed largely of this unfortunate section of the people.
He was nominated to the Bombay Legislative Assembly in thier interests.

it was inevitable that he should represent these 50 million or 60 million at
the three sessions of the Indian Round Table Conference in London in the
eariy thirties and should serve with the Joint Parliamentary Committee which
was the prelude to the 1935 India Act. His insistence on the needs for separate
eleciorates for these people was sirenuously opposed by Mr. Gandhi, but
figured in the Communal Award made “in the absence of agreement of the
parties” by the Prime Minister, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. On his return to
India Mr. Gandhi led a civil disobedience campaign and was interned.  His
essa al to* fast unto death” unless the Depressed Classes were brought into
the general (Hindu) electorates aroused intense excitement in Indian political
circles and tremendous pressure was brought to bear upon Ambedkar, to give
way, since the award could not be modified save at the instance of the parties
directly concerned.
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So there came into existence the Poona Pact whereby candidates chosen
by the Scheduled Classes at a primary election later ran the gauntlet of the
general constituencies for the seats specifically reserved for this section of the
public. Though a compensatory provision was for a substantial increase in the
number of seats allotted to his people 148 instead of 78 Ambdekar never
ceased to regret the terms of settlement.

Economic Writings

The whole story is told in much detail in Ambedkar’s largely autobiogra-
phical “What Congress and Gandhi have done to the Untouchables (1940).
Among other products of his busy hand and brain was a favourable exposition
of the Pakistan plan in an India not suited for democracy on the strictly western
model and works on economic subjects so varied as small holdings, the problem
of the rupee, and the evolution of finance in British India.

When Lord Linlithgow further Indianized his executive council in July, 1942,
Ambedkar was appointed and given the portfolio of Labour. He condemned
in noe uncertain language the resort soon after of the Congress Party to what
Mr. Gandhi himself described as “open rebellion” when the Japanese enemy
was at the gate of India. Ambedkar was an efficient and purposeful depart-
mental head.

The setting up of an interim National Government at New Delhi in the
following September, 1946, left him free to pay a visit to this country to press
his views with intensity of conviction on leading public man.

He was appointed Law Minister in 1947, and in that capacity had a leading
part to play in the framing of the voluminous constitution. Though given to
outbursts of ill-humour, he piloted the measure through with great skill.

He resigned in October 1951. He had for some time been unhappy about
recent developments in Indian affairs and, in particular, took strong exception
to the Hindu Code measure promoted by the Cabinet because he felt that it
did not sufficient safeguard the full rights of citizenship of the Depressed
Classes.

He maintained his activity until his death, one of his last gestures having been
to attend the world Buddhist conference at Katmandu last month, a few weeks
after publicly embracing that religion together with some thousands of his
followers.

Dr. Ambedkar married in 1948 as his second wife Laxmi Kabir, a Brahmin,
of Bombay.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES
Saturday, December 8, 1956,

( International Edition Editorial page 4 column 2)
Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR

Dr. Ambedkar, who died on Thursday in India, was known and honoured
throughout the world chiefly as a champion of the “untouchables,” This
was the social group from which he himself came and he afforded a striking
illustration of what such a gifted and dedicated person could do to surmount
what looked like an insuperable obstacle. He won academic distinction,
some of it in the United States, and served with high merit in Cabinets both
under the British and later under the Indians.

That he was a great leader of the “untouchables” goes without sdying,
although he did not agree with Mohandas K. Gandhi on the best methods
through which their problems could be solved. He was always inclined toward
a more legalistic approach than was Gandhi, although the last great gesture
of his life was to lead some 2,00,000 of these ‘“‘untouchables” into the
Buddhist faith.

What is perhaps not so well known is that he put a profound impress upon
India’s major legal structures. As Minister of Law in Mr, Nehru's Cabinet
he was one of the real authors of the Indian Constitution. More than that.
he was the principal draftsman of the statutory *Hindu Code.” whose purposs
was to change, under Law, some of the basic framework of the Indian Socicty
and to move it into more liberal and humanistic patterns.

Dr. Ambedkar was an intensely vital human being who tried to find the best
way in which to work with the materials that were at hand. He did not agree
with Gandhi, and he left Mr. Nehru's Cabinet after a sharp denunciation of
“neutralism.” He set his own standards and lived upto them. He could
not live to see the accomplishment of much that he set out to do. Some of
it will take more time. But his impact has been profound. India is wise to
do him honour.

fe. ¢ fefimeem ® 97 WY W 4 T AES wFET  (wFWer)
gfeg F@1 gar—
“CHIEF JUSTICE PAYS TRIBUTE

Bombay, Friday : Glouring tribute was paid to the memory of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar at the Bombay High Court to-day.
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The acting Chief Justice, Shri N. H. C. Coyajee, said that Dr. Ambedkar
was a brilliant scholar and after winning the esteem of his professors in London,
he returned to India in 1923. Here he was be set with difficulties, but he met
them with indomitable courage.

He had imbibed deeply the constitutional law and administration and he
placed all at the disposal of the country when the Constitution was being made.
India’s Constitution bore the skill and industry of Dr. Ambedkar.

Dr. Ambedkar led a purposeful life and held high his mission in life to support
the oppressed and that mission in life he carried out 1o the end.

The Advocate-General, Shri M. P. Amin, the Government Pleader, Shri
H. M. Choksi, and Shri N. Sethna of the Incorporated Law Socicty associated
themselves with the sentiments expressed by the Chief Justice.”

(The Free Press Journal, 8th December 1956, page 5).
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SHANKAR’S WEEKLY, December 9, 1956.

Featare:—* The Man of the Week ’. (Page 4)

Dr. AMBEDKAR’s bellicosity was more an affectation than a dimersion
of character and therefore, even though it might have lost him many friends
it made him very few enemies. It had become almost a convention in the public
life of the country to weigh his vast scholarship against the searing anger
of his opinions and to overlook his transcient irritations as a price that must
be paid if the virtue of his knowledge had to be secured.

When the constitution of free India began to be discussed, Ambedkar was
a natural choice in spite of what he loudly complained what Congress and
Gandhi had done to him. He had that inevitable weakness of sharp intelle-
ctualism, a fear of the obligations of organisation. Because of it he could
never make the Scheduled Castes Federation any kind of political force. As
age and ill health gave notice of the parinirvana that overtakes even the least
of the enlightened, he fled from narrow organisations into a Sangham that
was only a faith. Many made light of his elaborate conversion; but the ritual
must have been for his over-educated, over-refined mind that humble act of
sublimation of rationalism necessary for many individuals in our century.

Without the enervating demands that outcaste-dom made on his brilliant
mind, he may have evolved into a statesman of truly tremendous six, for, free
of his political cantankerousness he was a mountain of information. That even
he had to pay the price of Harijan origin and, because of the price he paid, to
become somewhat of an opportunist is a judgment not of his genious but of
the society that cooped up and preverted one who could have been a great
law maker into a complaining politician.
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BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR’S was a great personality, straitejacketed in
a piddling tradition. His effort throughout sixty-three years of his
strenuous life was to smash that tradition. That it is not yet wholly smashed
is a matter shame to all Indians who have been his contemporaries.
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(1) ‘BUDDHA CLAIMS INDIA’S GREATEST ¢ UNTOUCHABLE’
Ambedkar : Great end to a greaf fight
By N. S. Muthana

There is an element of predestimation in the manner death came to
Dr. Bhimrao Ramiji Ambedkar, 62, Leader of India’s 60 million * untouchables
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Fate did not give this life-long rebel a chance to pitch a last battle against
the trrevocable finality of death, for death overtook him in his sleep. The
gallant fighter against the 2,000 year old laws of Munu (the Hindu law-giver)
was not even aware of the hovering presence of death when he retired to bed
last Thusrday night.

As if out of “fairness”, destiny allowed him to forsake the shackless of
*“ untouchability  only a month ago by letting him *‘ surrender  himself to the
Buddha.

That was my predominant fecling as I allowed myself to bz properiled by
a surging crowd towards the porch of Raj Griha, Ambedkar’s residence in
Hindu Colony, Dadar, Bombay.

It was here that his last remains lay in state. And the intonation of the
shlokas—Buddham Sharanam Guchame (I surrender to the Buddha), Dhammam
Sharanam Gachame (I surrender to religion) and Sangham Sharanam Gachame
(I surrender to the community)'—over the loud-spzaker confirmed my feeling
abount the “fairness” of destiny.

Babasaheb (as he was popularly known) did not dic as a Manu ordained
“untouchable ” but as a follower of the Buddha. That death should have come
to him during the period when the country was ceebrating the * Mahaparinirvan
of the Enlightened one 2,500 years ago is significant at in a mystic way.

Out on the porch of Raj Griha, surrounded by a mountain of fiowers, lay,
internal repose, the hero of the “untouchables”, Draped in saffron-yellow
robes of a Buddhist bhikku, with a little figurine of the Buddha behind his
head, the valient fighter’s face appeared calm and peaceful.

Through the haze of incense smoke, it appeared as if Death had drained away
all bitterness of his life. The marks of tension he had worn on his face all these
years had disappeared.  Ambedkar was at peace with his Maker.

A sprinkling of Buddhist bhikkus in saffron-yellow chanted their hymus.
Ambedkar's wife, a Brahmin once, stood by sobbing. Yeshwantrao, his
only son (by his first wife), fed the smouldering embers with incense. *

For a brief moment I thought I saw the look of enlighizament on the lifeless
ace,
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Soon I was out, squeezed out by wave upon wave of human beings, simmering
with emotion. Everybody wanted to have a darshan of the man who had led
the “untouchables” fight against the brutal dogmas of a pernicious caste system.

The Mourners

The mourners were mainly people from the same stock as he. They were
humble people. They personified poverty, but they were semsitive. Their
emotions were genuine, but the way they released themselves varied. Some of
them, seeing Ambedkar’s face, clapped their hands and wept. Some of them
stood rooted to the ground, looking stunned. Others stretched out their hands
as if to touch his feet in a last salutation.

The most touching scene was the tribute two Mahar Regiment boys paid
their hero. They took their rifle-green berets off, stood with half-shut eyes for
a moment, and broke out with “Jai Bhim” and ‘‘Babasaheb amar rahe.” They
filed out weeping like children.

Until I came out of the porch of Raj Griha, I had not realised what a crowd
had gathered there. The crowd that came to pay homage to Ambedkar was
the largest mass at any funeral [ have seen.

It was a furlong’s walk before I could not pay my own humble homage to
this great leader. Walking the last furlong took me about an hour.

The funeral procession began, slow and dignified—a procession of workers
from the city factories. Iz was not quite orderly. Not because the mourners
weie disorderly, but because the streets were two narrow to hold so many parti-
cipants.

Behind the flower-leaden cortege, one could not avoid trampling on flowers
all the way. The route of the procession was carpetted with them.

Thousands of people showered the cortege with flowere. With the cortege
rode Shrimati Ambedkar, Yeshwantrao and a nephew. They appeared (o be
overwhelmed by the realisation of the greatness of Babasaheb. They had not
been used to such public adulation of him in recent times. At least not since

he resigned his Law Ministership.

The Crusader
Ambekdar’s death is an end which rivals in magnitude only Gandhi’s in India
and Jinnah's in Palcistan.
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Gandhi died after he freed 360 million Indians from foreign domination.
Jinnah died after ke accomplished his ambition of creating Pakistan.

And Ambedkar died after he renounced Hinduism which showed his people
the only ultimate release from ** untouchability .

Renouncement of Hinduism was not his mission. He rebelled against its
oppressive features. He succeeded only through ° surrendering ” himself
to the Buddha.

Ambekar mounted his attack on Manu for the same reasons as the Mahatma
had. But there was one essential difference in their individual tactics,

While Gandhi ordained that “ untouchability * be conquerred through love,
through social education and by the intermingling of castes and communities
(for which purpose he called the *‘untouchables ** Harijans-children of God)
Ambeldar fought the social inequalities of caste with bitterness and anger.

He did not fight them under the Harijan banner, but under the colours of
his own caste.

He wore his people’s *lowliness ” proudly, flaunted himself as an
“ oppressed ™ victim of caste Hindus, and directed all his energies against
the “ upper » class Hindus.

To him his life was a crusade—a crusade not only for the impliment of the
“ depressed " classes, but also against caste Hinduism with all its Vedic
trappings and Brahaminical “Superiority.”

All these centiments were sharply etched out for the processionists through
the loud-speaker system all the way from Raj Griha to the burning ghat at
Shivaji Park.

A Million People

By the time the procession reached the ghat it had swollen to over a million.
People on the way joined it, and I found myself pushed further back into the
procession. The cortege was almost two miles ahead of me.

The burning ghat was one scething mass of humanity. Heads bobbed up
and down as far as the eye could see,
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A little before the sandal-wood pyre was set aflame, thousands of
 untouchables ” ** surrendered ” themselves to the Buddha. '

It was a simple conversion. Their leader had attained Nirvan........
The Buddha had claimed the Manu-ordeained * untouchable ”. There was only
one last tribute they could pay their departed leader. That was to jfollow in
his footsteps spiritually.

“Buddham Sharanam Gachame, Dhammam Sharanam Gachame, Sangham
Sharanam Gachame.”

{The Courrent, 12th December 1956, pages 1 and 3)

Q) “Ambedkar” : Symbol of Revolt. He Warned that hero-worship in
paiitics would load ro dictatorship.

By H. V. Kamath, M.P.-Member of the Lok Sabha.

New Dellii—With all his faults he was a “ mighty man, a self-made man ™
aman who could not be * ignored ",

This was the almost universal comment in the lobbies soon after Parliament
adjourned at noon last Thursday as a mark of respect to the memory of
Dr. Ambedkar.

One important Congress member of the Lok Sabha went to the length of
saying that in 1947 there was no onc in the Congress ranks in the Constituent
Assentbly who could have piloted the Constitution Bill with as much pertinacity
and verve. And so he is rightly regarded as the Chief architect of our Consti-
tution,

No Prime Minister, I felt as T listened to Pandit Nehru, could have paid a
finer tribute to one of his harshest political opponents. He spoke with * visible’
fealing, and T heard the ring of true sincerity when he said.

“He ywas a svmbol of revolt, he had rebelled against something we should
all rebel against.”

We shall not hear his booming voice again. I believe that, as an orator
in the Constituent Assembly and later in the Provisional Parliament, he stood
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in the very front rank. Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee excelled him after he
joined the Opposition.

There is no doubt that his double defect, in the General Election, 1952
(from Bombay), and again in a bye-election 1954 (Bhandara, then in Madhya
Pradesh, had embittered him and he became an unsparing, relentless and
even scathing critic of the Congress Party and of Pandit Nehru.

That his Hindu Code Bill, on which he had laboured so hard could not
be put through in his time also contrubuted to the rage in his soul.

I knew him fairly well outside Parliament too. I have often sat with him
in his chamber in Parliament, on the verandah of his ministerial residence
in Hardinge Avenue, and again in the drawing-room of his house on Alipur
Road after he became a member of the Rajya Sabha. His manner was always
stimulating, often caustic, but rarely cynical. He had a genuine regard, bordering
on devotion, for the Buddha, whom he looked upon as perhaps the greatest thinker
the world has produced, and definitely the biggest fighter for social equality in
India.

When I once asked him whether ths grand Upanishadic teaching was
not more satisfying than the rather agnostic tcaching of the Buddha, he
impatiently retorted : What have the Rishi’s of the Upnishads done towards
the eradication of social evils ?

My answer failed to convince the dogged Doctor.

He was, as far as Tam aware, the only Minister who walked out of the House,
When the then Deputy Speaker, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, raised some techni-
cal objection to his reading the statement on his resignation in October 1951
he walked out in protest, and handed copies of his statement to Pressmen outside.

That incident gave more colour and importance to his resignation than it
might otherwisz have got.

I had lunch with him at Alipur Road, Delfii, on the day he decided to contest
the byc-election to the Lok Sabha in 1954 from the double-member constituency
of Bhandara., His running mate was Asoka Mehta (P.S.P.). He was in fine
fettle at the time, though in indifferent health.

It was a disappointment for all of us when he lost the bye-election,
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I cannot help recalling what he said with so much vigour and clarity in his
last speech in the Constituent Assembly, just before the Constitution Bill

was passed.

“It is quite possible in a country like Indic where democracy from long disuse
must be regarded as something quite new there is danger of democracy giving
place to dictatorship. It is quite possible for this new-born democracy to retain
its from but give place to dictatorship in fact.. ... ..

“In India, Bhakti or what may be called the path of devotion or hero worship,
plays a part in its politics unequalled in magnitude by the part of it plays in the
politics of any other country in the world. Bhakti in religion may be a road to
the salvation of the soul. Bur in politics, Bhakti or hero worship is a sure
road to degradation and to eventual dictatorship. . .......

“If we wish to preserve the Constitution in which we have sought to enshrine
the principle of Government of the people, for the people and by the people,
Iet us resolve not to be tardy in the recognition of the evils of that lie across
our path and which induce simple to prefer Government for the people to Govern-
ment by the people, or to be weak in our initiative to remove them.

“This is the only way te serve our country—I know of none better.”

His revolt against the stratified caste system of Hindu Society was so violent
that he used to say : “I was born a Hindu, but I will notdie one.” He embraced
Buddhism a couple of months ago, and death summoned him during the Buddha
Jayanti celebrations in India.”

(The Current, 12th December 1956, pages 20 and 19).

Ty fammm 9% fedae qeus =ar &7 areww aiw  gfearsam @@ ¢ The
Indian Political Surveyed by Ithuriel * &7 wfigmraTar avarargar=ar dadl géie
HerH % HfEE AT gIar.

THE INDIAN POLITICAL SURVEYED BY ITHURIEL

* NIL NISI BONUM was a useful warning not to continue speaking ill
of a man after his death. But it has degenerated in our time into an excuse
for insincerity and meaningless phrase-wearing.

Most of the persons who indulged in this conventional practice on the death
of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, had suffered from the Doctor’s biting lash. Many
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were not able to keep out of their tribute the bitterness of past memories.
For Ambedkar was no respector of persons, and as a class the Indian politician
is unaccustomed to rough-handling.

The demands of convention and the feel of old sears combined to obstruct
a fair evaluation of Dr. Ambedkar’s contribution. This is regrettable. Dr.
Ambedkar, from what T knew of him, was basically a lonely man. I believe
he would have been surprised by the strong emotions of his followers at his
funeral and amused at the compliments of his political contemporaries.

The fear of being swallowed up by the system restrained him from giving
of his intellectual best; the awareness that he was far ahead of others in the
political field, pulled him back from devoting himself fully to the cause of the
under-privileged and the discriminated against.

RARE OPPORTUNITY

He was a realist and it must have been a sad thought that somewhere he
had held the clue in his hand but failed to use it. No one clse had his oppor-
tunity plus the capacity to turn it to effect.

He was, in a sense, bound by the spell of his own propaganda. Among
Hindu reformers, he alone was of the depressed classes. [t was his strength
which, bad he but worked constructively, would, have hastened the pace of
change a hundredfold. The other reformers were aware of the weaknesses in
the Hindu community-inertia, unimaginativeness and ignorance.

It was their failure that they could not convince Dr. Ambedkar of this.
Briefly, they were afraid to go too far lest the whole fabric of Indian society
collapse; and Dr. Ambedkar feared that gradual progress would end in reaction.
His toying for nearly three decades with the idea of leading a man exodus
to another faith prevented healthy development on well thought-out lines.

Yet, these forerunness have all contributed to taking the Hindu community
and Indian scciety where it is to-day. The time is now ripe for the next logical
step-the abandonment of the habit of looking to cartain hereditary groups in
the community for performing unpleasant and unsavoury tasks. We cannot
continue much longer along the old traditional lines.

It is not inspired leadership that is require but clear thinking, organised
effort and social awareness. Dr. Ambedkar's great coatribution lics in having
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thought the underprivileged not to be content with small reforms, and having
communicated to the privileged that a patronising attitude is not enough.”

(The Times of India, 16th December 1956, *“ The Indian
Political Survey,” by Ithuriel).
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(AN EXTRACT FROM * TIME ° dated 17th December 1956 page 55)
Feature.—MILESSTONES

Died—Dr. Bhimrao Ramiji Ambedkar, 63, round-faced, tempsstuous
champion of India’s 60 million untouchables and priacipal author of India's
constifution (adopted in 1949, which makes discrimination against untouch-
ables a crime; in New Delhi Himself an untouchable (and thus so repuggnant
to some highcaste Hindus that his shadow was considered pollution) Dr.
Ambedkar warred with Gandhi over the Mahatma’s gradualism in righting
caste discrimination, entered Prime Mipister Jawaharlal Nehru’s Cabinet as
Minister of Law in 1947, resigned four years later in protest over delay in
anti-caste legislation. Two months ago Hindu Ambedkar renonced his caste-
perpetuating religion, claimed stood for * inquality and oppression, led
3,00,000 followers in a mass conversion to Buddhism.

THE DAUGHTY DOCTOR

Thus here’s an obituary T make of Dr. Ambedkar,

A man who could well give and take and an able Administiator !

A lawyer of no small repute. He took a lcading hand. In framing what did
constitute. The Government of this land;

Though some may doubt his politics. His love for his fellow men. Was such
a caused acrobatics, in spite of his legal acumen! {

A butly man with a sturdy frame. With all a lawyer’sskill. He staked his life,
he staked for the untouchables’ his fame and weal!

The daughty doctor is now past. Beyond all distinction. His row for us
to bravely blast. The evil to its extinction ! ”

S. G. BHAT, Advocate.

The Maratha, dated 4th January 1957 (Friday) page 8,
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" THE INSPIRING MASSAGE OF LORD NAVA BUDHA »
DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR

 SERVICE, SINCERITY AND SACRIFICE’

The greatest need of the modern world is for men and women of ability and
goodwill to sacrifice and also to serve the community sincerely without hope of
any reward. The most satisfactory thing in all this earthly life is to be able to
serve our fellow beings. To be of service is a solid foundation for contentment
in  this world.

* If we were only wise enough to choose,

The path of service everyday we live

We'd learn the truth that what we keep we loose |
And gather what we give.’

We render fine service by little and seemingly insignificant deeds if only they
are done in the right spirit and with a worthy motive. We must now walke up
and spend the time and energy to serve the worthy cause to preserye the
unique spirit of our objectives inorder to better the lot of our whole community
and also to strengthen the backbone of the natioal prosperity. We must c¢reate
the order of ideals to maintain not only the order of societies but also to build
up the nation as an ideal one. Because the greatness of nation or of society
depends not only upon population, nor acreage, nor wealth nor the strength
of the armed forces and battleships, nor upon scientific achievements: but also
upon its moral elevation, the purity of its ideals, the intensity of its devotion to
reality, sincerity, service and sacrifice towards the good of all beings.

We must no forget those great careers of mankind and mark the lives that
have counted most in human history, they have not been those who were seek-
ing material rewards. They have been generally, persons with a great vision of
service 1o their fellow men and towards the welfare of the humanity.

Mr. Emerson aptly says, *“ SERVE AND THOU SHALT BE SERVED. »
If we love and serve men, one cannot, by any hiding or stratagem escape the
remuncration. No the New Era has began. This is the era of Atomic Age.
This is the world of new thoughts and new ideas. The whirlwind growth of
the civilization has changed the order of all the old ideas. Everybody think in
a democratic notions to establish truth, happiness and prosperity by their own
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way. Let all the intellectuals, thinkers and social workers, in order to
strengthen the phenomenon of our constructive notions and ideas to serve the
purpose of our community at large! Let uscome, into one fold, under one
banne banner which may inspire us to do good of all with true spirit of service
sincerity and sacrifice on the basis of co-operation, mutual understanding,
exchange of thoughts and ideas towards the development of our wel-beings.

Let us now cultivate the spirit of SELF-HELP, and follow the teachings of
our Great Lord, ¢ Nava-Buddha’ who has given us a new vision a bright-
inspiration, a true notions of understanding each other. The individual rifts,
misunderstandings, differences are to be burnt down into ashes. Let us follow
the path of noble silence which will lead us unto the light of peace, prosperity
and progress. The time has now come that everybody must realise the import-
ance of unity, the importance of oneness. The coordination of all our activities
into one fold is an essential factor. It is the foremost duty, an obligatory duty
in order to create the inspiration of seifhelp, the leaders, workers and also the
people belonging to the Backward Classes keeping aside their differences.
individual rifts, minds of groupism, must come forward with a unique spirit
to serve the cause of people. They should render selfless service to improve
the lot of our masses. If we avoid sympathy and wrap ourselves around in a
coldchain armour of selfishness, we exclude ourselves from the sympathy of
many.

It is my sincere APPEAL to all the youngsters, students, close-associates
and also the members of the public to co-ordinates, co-operate and also to
unite in one single banner of Noble Silence. This is the great path in the world
which has been shown by our Great “ NAVA-BUDDHA”—Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar.

For the immortal work done by Him, for the prosperity of our nation, for
the cause of the people for creation of a new thought in this world of ours
re-orientation of a Human Religion, we bow down to great teachings. And
also his memory has been incribed into our hearts, into our actions through-
out the ages also throughout the generation unto the last of this world.

Let us contribute our mite to strengthen his memory into reality.

We pay humble homage—for his attainment of The Maha Pari Nirvana

(Sd/-).
H. KHOBRAGADE.
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WHO AND WHERE
At Home in the World
By—Santha Rama Rau (Mr. Faubion Bowers)

* The first and to my mind the most important thing to say about caste
in India is that it is dying out. Its dealt will probably be a long and slow one,
but at Jeast its hold on the Indian people is growing steadily weaker. In this
as in so much else in Indian life, Mahatma Gandhi was a major contributor.
In the emotional battle of the untouchables for acceptance he was their
Champion and leader. He changed their name from untouchables to Harijans-
the chosen, or Loved Ones of God-and insisted that they have access to Hindu
temples, from which they had previously besn excluded. Their legal battles were
fought for them by one of the most brilliant and controversial figures of
** Indian politics, Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar—himself a harijan. A bitter,
honest and difficult crusoder, he is largely responsible for the fact that harijans
have full equality before the law. What remains is the tedious process of
evolution that will someday bring them social acceptance,

Just why or how caste began is something that Indian scholars still wrangle
about. In the Vedas, the earliest, most sacred and authoritative of Hindu
religious writings, the references to caste are so vague as to leave room for
endles interpretations. As a result some people claim that caste is a recent (for
India) corruption with no real theological authority,

Certainly it is not until the writing of the great * lawgiver ” Manue, near

the beginning of the Christian era, that caste is codified into the four
major divisions that * Indians know to-day............ 2

(Holiday, page 40, October 1957, N.Y.)
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* Nehru-The Years of Power” by Vincent Sheen (1960)

“ When I think of the critics I am most constantly reminded of the late
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, who was Minister of Law from 1947 to 1951. Ambedkar
was an untouchable-aggressively so-and perhaps for this reason, perhaps by
temperament, was an inveterate critic of all Indian society. I think I may be
entitled to say that he was my friend. I always saw him when I went to India in
just those years when he was Law Minister, and we had long talks—or rather,
hie had long talks and T had long listenings. He was bristling with barbed wire
from the inside out, was no respecter of persons and at times used sweeping
terms to describe what he disliked. On one occasion we journeyed together
on a train to Sanchi and back to Delhi-a long journey and spent our days at
the Buddhist shrine down there, the great stypaz where the relies of the disciples
now lic. Even then (1950) Ambedkar knew a great deal about Buddhism and
lectured me upon it at inexhaustible length; in the end he himselfl became
a Buddhist.

A big, brusque fellow with a most belligerent manner, he delighted me by his
utter difference from any other Hindu of my acquaintance. It is a form of genius
to be so individual, and it is not much use explaining it by untouchability—
I have known a fair number of other untouchables, but nobody at all like
Ambedkar. He enjoyed attacking me for what he considered my undue affection
for India.

“ If you like our Brahmin Government so much, Sheen, why don’t you pack
it up and carry it off to America? We don't need it and may be you do. ”

“ We have Brahmins of our own, Sir, “ I would tell him.
“ Ah, but not like ours.........uu. 5

And off he would go on one of his hour long diatribes about Brahminism
and the caste system and all the evils therain involved. He was perfectly capable
of talking for three years at a stretch on this and related subjects. He was
highly irrelevent about Mahatma Gandhi, to whom I believe he was (under-
neath this irreverence) genuinely attached. He was so obsessed by the caste
system, and untouchability in particular, that he could not possibly be fair to the
Government of India, of which he formed a part. His diatribes were a healthy
corrective, just the same, and there was always something in what he said no
matter how much he exaggerated. Few cabinet ministers I have ever seen could
distribute such tongue lashings to his own associates.
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Ambedkar put into his biography in Who's Who the starting phrase,
“ Untouchable by caste.” Tndians whose biographies appear in that study
volume never mention caste, but Ambedkar would have no misunderstanding
about it. He then mentions his marriage, in 1948, to Dr. Sharda Kabir of
Bombay, and says she is “Brahmin by caste. *’

Dr. Sharda Kabir, a charming woman of great intelligence, had disregarded
her own caste rules by becoming a doctor of medicine; she cared for Ambedkar
through a serious illess and then married him. 1t was my impression, especially
during that long journey to Sanchi and back, that she loved and revered him
inordinately, and I have no doubt she thought him a very great man indeed.
Nothing alse could account for her humour and patience while he went on
and on, hour after hour, about the misdeeds of the Brahmins throughout
history. When I asked her how she could, she laughed happily “I do not listen
after a while”, she confessed. The whole government turned out for their
wedding-Brahmins included, and headed by the Brahmin Nehru-but nothing
ever seemed to soften the edge of Ambedkar's resentments,

This extraordinary man claimed to be the one acknowledged head of all
Indian untouchables—a point in great dispute-but when they gathered along
the way stations between Delhi and Sanchi, waiting for a glimpse of him,
if he happened to be asleep or resting he did not appear. It was his Brahmin
wife who stood dutifully on the platform of their private car, bowing with
folded hands before the poor people outside. Isaw this happen often, and at
the most in convenient hours, In his robust way Ambedkar would probably
have called this sentiment, but I greatly admired her for it.

He was prodigously educated, that man. He had degrees from Columbia
University and the University London, had studied at the Sorbonne and was
a barrist of Greys Inn. His degrees were M.A. ,Ph.D., D.S¢., and LLD.
Degrees do not mean so much, perhaps, but in the torrential flood of his talk
there came up great chunks and whirling avatars of learning. He may not
have been the greatest of Sanskrit scholars but he could plaster a text with
dozens of references to early Hindu authorities. His treatise on The Origin
of Untouchability was thus embellished with Sanskrit erudition, but its central
theme was a rather daring theory, and one which, I imagine, could never
be proved. He thought that untouchability arose through the breaking up of
tribes in the ancient wars; when a tribe no longer had e¢nough members to be
a tribe, it remmants were “broken men” and were ccmpelled to live outside the
walls of the town or village,doing unclean work and enduring the insults of the
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unbroken. This hypothesis reposes upon analogy chiefly; broken men™ from
such shattered tribes did exist in ancient times in Wales and perhaps elsewhers.
Ambedkar never convinced me, in print or in talk, that such was the case in
India. .

Perhaps I make him sound unsympathetic, but I assure you he was the best
possible company for anybody who was really interested in these subjects. He
had no Inhibitions whatever; he would say anything that came into his head;
if you discounted his unfairness to the Brahmin caste and the government of
India—discounted it pretty heavily—there was verve and acumen in every-
thing he had to say. He could not criticize the Constitution of India because
he was in fact its principal author or, as he said, its“architect”. As Minister
of Law he superviscd the entire work, borrowingat will from the constitu-
tions of the United States, England, France and Switzerland; he wrote the
actual text in many passages and he had to see it through parliament to its
adoption. He told me that the doctrine of the separation of powers, as
expressed in the Constitution of the United States (and entitling the August
independence of a Supereme Court for constitutional debate), was one of his
main contributions to the Indian Constitution. I have understood elsewhere
that he made many.

But Ambedkar is no more, and critics of his caliber, so brilliant and merciless,
are not to be found in public life to-day. Few politicians can possibly harp on
the evils of the caste system as he did, becausc the sober factis that an
overwhelming proportion of them belong to the higher castes. Many are
indeed Brahmins. Even E.M.S. Namboodripad, Chief Minister of Kerala and
a very leader for the Communists all over India, is a Brahmin. If the caste
system is the chief hindrance to progress, as Ambedkar believed, it badly
needs another inveterate enemy of low caste or untouchable origin who can
fight it with all the unquenchable bitterness of personal experience.

Nehru had long acquaintance with Ambedkar’s thorns; so had Gandhi
as long ago as 1932 Gandhi felt obliged, under the compulsion of his inner
voice, to begin a fast unto death so as to prevent the untouchables of India
being made into a separate electorate, as Ramsay MacDonald wished That
fast aroused India and the world, Ambedkar as head of the untouchables came
to an agreement with Gandhi in prison, the fast ended and the separate ele-
ctorate was abandoned but on terms which were a victory for Ambedkar.
Nehru had been aghast at all this, particularly at the implication that it was
being done by the express instructions of God. When the solution came Nehru
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sent Gandhi a famour telegram, the last phrases of which were *“ An unable to
judge from religious viewpoint. Danger your methods being exploided by
“others but how can I presume to advise a magician. Love Jawahar.”

Both for Nehru and for Gandhi there was the same quizzical, often scornful
and skeptical, but somehow affectionate, attitude on the part of Ambedkar.
That same remark he made to me about*our Bhahmin government” was made
on another occasion, also in piivate, about Gandhi.

* You Americans all love Gandhi ” he said. “ I never have understood
why you don’t import him to America long ago so that we should have been
rid of him.”

He never could see any resemblance or connection betwesn Gandhi and
Buddha, at least in our prolonged conversations. He ended as a Buddhist and
perhaps in his last days he understood more than his combative nature had
permiited while he was in the thick of the battle.” (pages 234-38).
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