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“Kemal’s own cultural background was scrappy. He had studied subjects ad-hoc, in
periodic bursts of concentration-skimming through them, on occasion, to rationalize some
intuitive preconceived notion. But he had never acquired the habit of systematic reading.
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“In time he realised that his linguistic operations were leading the Turkish language
into a blind alley. It threatened to become a ‘mandarin’ language as artificial and
incomprehensible to the ordinary Turk as that of the old ottoman ruling class. A halt was
finally called...”
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“We must not be too frequent with the mint nor fetch words from the extreme and
utmost ages; but the eldest of the present and newest of the past language is best.”
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