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Twenty one

Turning the first sod of the
Kolhapur State Railway

* % %
Colonel Hunter, friends & Subjects
It would hardly be becoming of me to do more than thank on the present occasion for so

kindly supporting me in this my first public function. You will not expect from me anything
beyond the few words which it has been suggested to me to say.

The success of this Railway should have a beneficial in developing the resources of my state
and | hope that in the ordinary course of events it will fall to my lot to open this line within less
than three years from the present.

| am reminded that we are all under the benevolent protection of the British Government and
that, as we already know, during my minority every thing will be done to further the welfare of
Kolhapur, of which this Railway is a prominent instance,
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On the occasion of the opening ceremony of the Kolhapur State Railway on 3rd May, 1888



Twenty two

Sports for success

% ok ok

Colonel Wodehouse, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

This is the first occasion on which | have had the pleasure of presiding at the annual prize
giving at the Rajaram College, and it is a matter of much satisfaction to me that this year the
date has fallen while | was at Kolhapur. The report on the past year’'s work, which we have
just heard, read by Mr. Candy, the Principal, is a record, which, | am sure, does credit both
to himself and the other able professors as well as to the students of the college. It is true
that, as Mr. Candy points out, the results in the examination of the Candidates for the
Previous and the Intermediate Examinations were disappointing when compared with what
has been done in former years but examinations are a proverbially uncertain test, and taking
the results as a whole the successes gained in the 1st B. A.; the Matriculation, and the
School Final Examinations show that the Rajaram College and Kolhapur High School are fully
maintaining their old and high reputation in the Bombay presidency. Particularly pleasing is it
to notice that Kolhapur has taken two of the coveted University Scholarships Mr. S. V.
Shevade, the Sir Le-Grand Jecob Scholarship and Mr. S. D. Devadhar, the 2nd Jagannath
Shankarshet Scholarship for Sanskrit. | think here in Kolhapur we are all proud with some
reason, of our school and college, and every student, who
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At the Rajaram College; Kolhapur, on the occasion of Prize Distribution Ceremony of 3rd
Aprill, 1893

distinguishes himself, should bear in mind that brings credit not only to himself, but to his
town, and that pleasure in his success is shared in, not only by his immediate friends, but by
many personal strangers who yet have the common tie of pride in the school and College,
And it is not only University success that | mean. Let all remember, both the few who today
won the prizes and the many who did not, that their achievements in future life, whatever the
career be in which honour is won, will always be matter of pride and pleasure to their College
and to those like myself, take interest in it. To return to the report | notice with interest Mr.
Candy’s remark, that encouragement is given to qualified students to enter independent lines
of business, and not all to seek Government employment. It is a truth that every student here
would admit, in theory, that the doors of the Public Service are over-crowded with
candidates, whose competition injures themselves, and that India wants more of its educated
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young men to devote themselves, to mercantile, professional, and industrial pursuits. As | say
this is generaily admiited, but few yet apply the truth to their own cases. and indeed courage
and enterprise are needed to strike out a new line and to leave the beaten tracks. | wish,
therefore, all success to the to the four Kolhapur students who have had, we bear, the
originality to go to Poona and enter the dairy farm business.

Turning now to the physical education, | am glad to see that Kolhapur is holding its own
hitsertoo. The two victories of the cricket eleven over the Deccan College were events in
which all Kolhapur took pride, and | hope that match will become an annual affair. As to
rowing, | am sorry to hear that this sport is rather languishing after the very successful start
made last year, and as it will never do to waste the advantage you have in the coaching of Mr.
Candy, an old Cambridge Cox, | shall be very pleased to remove the first difficulty mentioned,
and present two new sets of cars and | hope that you, the students of the School and the
College, will do the rest and that intime annual race with an eight of the Deccan College may
be one of the great events of the Kolhapur year. | must, however, strongly impress on you to
practise the virtue of self-help, and which the State gladly meets the heavy first outlay on
cricket ground and boats, remember, you are expected to provided for the upkeep of your
own amusements, and if there is no such arrangement already, | would suggest to you the
formation of a sport committee, of general subscription from each boy every term. In
conclusion, a world of praise is due to those who have pleased us to-day with the well
rendered recitations we have just heard, which show the result of much trouble both on their
own part and on the part of those who taught them.
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Twenty third

Opening of the Agricultural
Horse & Cattle show

%ok ok

Your Excellency, Colonel Wodehouse, Ladies & Gentlemen,

Few words are necessary in proposing this, the toast of the evening, the health or his
Excellency Lord Harris.

At this season of the year his Lordship has, | know, numerous engagements of every kind to
keep him in Bombay, and though be never spares himself any trouble or fatigue to oblige
others. | think it particularily kind of him to have overcome the difficulties, which | know
existed, and to have visited Chinchli. For two years past the show has had to be abandoned,
first on account of census, and then owing to the bad seasons; but | think we have made a
lucky start again on this occasion, which has been favoured by the presence of his Lordship.
Last but least, | must express my special thanks to her Excellency Lady Harris, who has a
undertaken this long Journey and it is a very long one for a lady to accept my invitation. This is
the first time, | hope it may not be the last, that | have had the honour of welcoming her
Ladyship it my state, and when she knows how much pleasure her presence gives to myself
and to all, | think she will feel some what Compensated for the trouble she has taken.
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Twenty four

Education for all
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Your Excellency, Sardars, Ladies and Gentlemen.

The pleasant duty of welcoming your Excellency on behalf of the Deccan Education Society
has fallen on me, and | do it with the greatest pleasure.The sole aim and object of this body is
the spread of knowledge, and it is very lucky that on your Excellency’s arrival in this city your
first act should be in connection with it. The secretary will presently read to you a detailed
account of the origin and growth of society. | shall here only say that this institution is the
outcome of the constant efforts of a few young men in the cause of education. The people of
the Deccan know very well that society had to struggle with many difficulties, and they are
also equally aware how it has got over them. The New English School and the Fergusson
College have made education accessible to all classes of people. Every year many students
from these institutions successfully pass the University tests and carry away its honours and
prizes. But this is not, in my opinion a true measure of the real worths and merits of the
society. What | admire most is hoble example of self-sacrifice and zeal in a right cause. which
the originators have set to the rising generations. The Society has secured the confidence
and sympathies of men of every class and rank in our Presidency, and we need not go far in
search of evidence for it. The handsome donations of Rs. 20,000 lately made by friend, Sir
Bhagvatsinghjee whom we all miss on this occasion,
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Presidential Address: Opening Ceremany of the new Building of the Fergusson college at the
hands of Lord sandhurst on 28th march, 1958.

amply bear out my remark. In support of what | say, | may as well mention, the lively interest
which principal selby, Dr. Bhandarkar and other members on the staff of the working body
have been taking in it. Ever since the foundation of this Society successive Governors of this
Presidency have been taking deep interest in its welfare, and the recent visit of Sir James
Fergusion to these buildings even after his connection with this Presidency had ceased,
sufficiently attest the fact. The Society takes no doubt, that your Excellency also will feel the
same interest in it, and your presence here to-day may well be looked upon as the earnest of
it. With these few words and thanking your Lordship on behalf of our Society for your

kindness in complying with their request, | call upon the secretary to read the statement.
% % %



Twenty five

At the Empire Coronation Banquet
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| am deeply sensible of the honour that has been done me in associating my name with the
toast of the ‘United Empire,” most especially since the toast has been proposed so kind by so
distinguished a statesman as Mr. Chamberlain. But | feel that it is an honour which | can
scarcely claim to deserve. The fact that this toast has been proposed by gentleman whose
name is famous throughout the Empire and is a synonym for Imperial unity, might have
suggested perhaps as more appropriate the association with the toast, on behalf of India,
names which have been more closely connected than has unfortunately been the case with
mine, with the defence of the Empire. As you are already aware my friends, the Maharaja of
Gwalior, the Maharaja of Bikaner, and more particularly the Maharaja Sir Pratapsingh, have
been more fortunate than myself in being able to come actively to the assistance of the
Empire in times of trouble; and they could with better right have replied for India to the toast
which has been so kindly proposed and so warmly received. But | can assure you that though
the flesh has been week, that is to say the opportunities have been wanting, the sprit has
been and is willing as, | trust, | may some day be able to prove. This, however, is the
personal aspect of the question.

| should like, if | shall not detain you too long, to say why we, the Indain Cheifs and visitors,
view with such peculiar gratification first our presence at this ‘Empire Banquet and secondly
why we
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On 11th July, 1902 at the Royal Colonial Institute, London

take it as such a great compliment to be associated with a toast which has been proposed by
the Rt. Hon. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. The Coronation of His Majesty which we may now
hope will not belong deferred, has for the first time brought to England not only represent
England’s great Colonies, and though on other occasions in the pas there may have been
gatherings in England of Colonial representatives from the King’s Indain Empire, but the
leading statesmen from as there have been gatherings of Indian Princes, to-night is perhaps
the first occasion in the annals of the British Empire on which units, from both have meet
together and felt at least we Indians feel that we all stand together as one indivisible body.
This, | feel, has been already said, much more ably, to night, but | known that my

S EERINE



fellowchief’s would feel | was not doing my duty, if | did not, however inadequately, echo it on
their behalf.
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Twenty six

Path of Progress
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Colonel Ferris, Shet Manikchand, Jahagirdars, Sardars, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| thank you most sincerely Shet Manikchand, for the honour you have done me in asking me
to poen this useful institute for Jain students.

The request has been made on behalf of the Southern Maratha Jain Association and |
consider that the birth of Associations like this indicates unmistakably the directions of the
powerful influences that have been working under the benign rule of the British Government.
One of the beneficent results of that rule is the commencement of the emancipation of the
backward classes from the intellectual and social problem to which they had been subjected
from time immemorial and the tendencies that are the outcome of our contact with West are
nowhere better illustrated than in such attempts of those communities to raise themselves.
We see everywhere encouraging signs of an internal awakening of the masses. The
Agricultural, the Industrial and the Commercial classes have all come to recognise the
necessity of spreading of education among these communities and for that purpose have
started associations in different parts of the country. In this small city, it is very gratifying to
see the sister institutions of the Marathas and Jains established side by side and | trust that
with mutual love and co-operation they will advance hand in hand on the path of progess.
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| would certainly lay no great claim to any credit for their creation but | have always made it a
point to hold out every encouragement to those classes and it is a genuine pleasure to me to
mark their progress, and | trust | may be excused if | am included too look upon the results
small as they are, with a feeling bordering on pride. | cannot, however, ignore that the
success of such institutions is due also to the sympathetic support and encouragement, |
have been receiving from Political officers like my friend Col. Ferris.

The Jains hve had a brilliant past. Their ancient architectural works here and in the Deccan
bear ample testimony to their former greatness and civilisation. In the domain of literature
also, the Jain Saints of old have played an important part. The doctroine of respect for animal
life they have carried to a point that raises them almost to the level of divinity.
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With such a past, the Jains are, | am sure, now that they have thrown away their lethargy,
bound long to regain much of their lost glory.

| listened with great attention to your interesting address and felt particularly gratified by your
remark. " from here we might send forth not only promising doctors, lawyers, engineers and
Statesmen but talented merchants and skilful agriculturists who will carry forward in coming
ages the hitherto interrupeted annals of ancient times with fresh vigour.” That shows the goal
of your ambition. | quite realise how, for the present, you like all backward classes, feel
handicapped in the race of life and in your first efforts to raise yourselves, seek external help
but | would hold up for imitation your most laudable resolved to do away with the gocart as
soon as you are able to stand on your own legs and with all my heart, | wish you success in
your endeavour to do so !

Gentlemen, | wan’t detain you any further. | cannot, however conclude without offering my
cordial congratulations to Shet Manikchand, his brothers Panachand and Navalchand and his
nephew Shet Premchand for their generous help to the noble cause of educating their
brethern in raising beautiful edifice which | have now very great pleasure, in declaring open. It
is my devote wish that it may have a long and brilliant future.
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Twenty seven

Self-help for prosperity
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Col. Ferris, Balasaheb, sardars, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have listened with great interest to the brief history of the projected mill counted by Sardar
Balasaheb Gaikwad.

He has referred to certain grants and concessions. | think rather he has made to much of
them, | have done nothing extraordinary in giving those concessions and in other ways
helping the enterprise, the first venture in my State for turning raw material on the spot in to
manufactured articles.

No one can travel in to England and on the continent of Europe without taking mental note.
During the coronation celebrations of our beloved King Emperor, | had opportunities of seeing
in England and elsewhere the extraordinary progress made by the Industrial Arts and it often
struck me that something on those lines might be done even in my little State. How best to
utilize the resources of my small principality for the good of my people, was a question. | had
been constantly revolving in my mind when to my agreeable surprise, | found one day that the
matter was being earnestly taken up by the Sardars and moneyed Classes of this district. |
rejoiced to think that the spririt of self-help was alive among my people and all that was
needed to foster that spirit was to giv enterprise like the present helping hand. My brother
Princess and Chiefs of other states have already got mills within their territories but some of
those are state concerns. Personally,
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| am opposed to the energies of the already over worked machinery of the state being
diverted to objects alien to its proper functions and my aim has been and will be to develop
industries brought about by the co-operation of the people themselves and it has given me
sincere pleasure to hear that the few concessions and the little help that | have been able to
give, have done so much to further your project.

Let me assure you all, that this mill, the first in my state will always have fullest sympathy and
support and any proposals that you may lay before me will receive my best consideration. |
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quite sympathise with your determination not to let this concern go into the hands of great
Millowners and Millionaries, but | am sure you recognise the heavy responsibility involved in
this and | earnestly hope that you will spare no pains to make the interest of the shareholders,
your direct and permanent concern and show the public at large by your success that
merchanitle talents are not a monopoly of Bombay alone. Of course, in the beginning you will
have difficulties, but encounter them like men. | need hardly assure you that you may always
count upon my advice and hearty support, quite a sympathetic friend and adviser. You have
selected this auspicious day for today’s ceremony. In times gone by, on this sacred Dassara
day we all paid grateful homage to all that helped us in winning fame and glory. We honoured
the war horses and we honoured the arms of war. On this day the artisan worshipped his
tools and the husbandman his plough, on this day the frontier was crossed and victory
achieved.

The custom is still preserved and if now boundaries are not crossed in pursuit of material
fame, let us make up our minds to cross them in search of more honourable glory of industrial
development. We must remember, “Pleasure have your victories more renowned than war .
Victory in these days has to be gained overapathy and ignorance and poverty. Let us fight
unanxiously against those evils. That success may crown all your efforts, and this is my most
cordial wish.
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Twenty eight

Opening of
Col. Merewether Ground
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Colonel Merewether, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is nearly Twenty years, Colonel Merewether, that | have had the pleasure of knowing you. |
quite rember the time when you were here as 2nd-in-commanded and used to encourage is
in different sports. Our acquaintence then commenced has now ripened into friendship and
as a small token of my regards for you and appreciation of your keen interest in all manly
games and sports. | requested you a few weeks back kindly to allow this Cricket Pavilion to
be named after you and your portrait to be placed therein You were good enough to grant the
permission. The building. | am sorry, is not quite finished as | should have wished. But it has
been my earnest desire that its opening ceremony should be performed at your hands and |
hope you will kindly excuse me for asking you to do the function at this rather premature
stage.

You have not been very long here as Resident and political Agent, S. M. States but during
that short time, allow, me to say, you have rendeared yourself to every one by your courtesy
and sympathy and the affairs of this part of the country have ben going on most smoothly and
satisfactorily. You will of course of time return to us as permanent Resident and Political
Agent and | trust that in the mean while you will continue to keep alive your interest in
Kolhapur and S. M. C. States.

%k ok

Opening of Col. Merewether Cricket Pavilion at Kolhapur in 1912

Gentlemen, | cannot allow this occasion to pass without again publicly referring to the
dastardly attempt made on the life of His Highness the Viceroy at Delhi. The incident is fresh
in the minds of you all and | make no doubt that you all join with me in detesting the culprit
and his act and sympathise most heartily with Their Excellencies, | shall only add that
something more than mere expression of such feelings is necessary. Government of course
straining and will strain every nerve to trace and bring to book the offender but it is the duty of
every one of us to heartily co-operate with them and do our very best not only to unearth the
miscreanth but to put down and crush the spirit that is at the bottom of villainous act.
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Colonel Merewether, | now request you to declare this Merewether Pavilion open.
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Twenty Nine

Welcome to Lord Willingdon
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Your Excellency, Colonel Wodehouse, Chiefs, Jahagirdars, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before commencing proceedings of the cmemoney for which we are assembled here, viz. to
unveil the statue busts of Their Majesties the late king Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, King
George V and Queen Mary and their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Connaught
in humble taken of my loyality and devotion to the Sovereign and members of the Royal
Family, | desire to accord a most cordial welcome to your Excellency, to my capital and
express my deep gratitude to you for your visit, | feel proud that my state should be the first to
receive the honour of your Excellency’s visit. The present time, too, is most opportunety as
the recent rains have banished all fears of scarcity and what, but for the timely rain-fall, would
have been a bad year is now converted into one of abundance and prosperity, | am only sorry
that lady Wilingdon has been unable to accompany Your Excellancy. We all miss Her
Ladyship very much on this occassion.

| would take this opportunity of publicly expressing my sense of gratefulness to Govt. for
enhancing the prestige of my state by raising the status of the Political Agent here to that of
the Resident and it is a source of sincere gratification to me that my friend Colonel
Wodehouse should have been the first recipient of that honour. His
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Welcome to Lord Willingdon, the Governor at Kolhapur on 23rd Nov. 1913

connection with my state dates from the time of my minority when his respected and beloved
father the late Colonel Wodehouse was Political Agent. | have a lively rememberance of the
affectionate and anxious care he bestowed on my education. | owe him a debt of gratitude as
| also do to his son to whose sympathetic help | am indebted for the smooth progress of many
a reform in my administration. In my educational policy and the great irrigation scheme | have
taken in hand, his help and advice are most valuable to me.

Of the August Royal personages whose busts Your Excellency will soon be unveiling. | need
say but little. Their noble deeds are to well-known to the world for me to recount them here.
They will ever remain enshrined in our hearts, My subjects have already raised humble yet
fitting memorial to our late gracious sovereign King Edward VIl and the farmers in my state are
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even now deriving benefit from the King Edward Agricultural institute. More, however, is still
expected of it, and it is hoped as primary education advances the institution may become
increasingly useful to the rayats of my state. The Cornation Darbar at Delhi was a unique
event. It could never be effaced from the memory of those that had the good fortune to
withness it and it was there that their Most Gracious Majesties King George V and Queen
Mary won the hearts of people of their country by those divine attributes which the East is
accuctomed to associate with royalties of their Royal Highnesses. The Duke and Duchess of
Connaught | have an affectionate recollection, during their stay in this country their affability
and courtesy did more than anything else to cement the ties of friendship between the ruling
Chiefs of India and the members of the Royal family and it is my sincerest with that during
Your Excellency’s regime those ties my by God’s grace be still more firmly kint together so as
to rebound the honour of England and India and make for the peace and happiness of both
countries.

| now respectfully request Your Excellency to unveil the busts.
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Thirty

Welcome to
Maharaja Tukojirao Holkar
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Your Highness Maharajasaheb Holkar Bahadur of Indor, Sardars, ladies and gentlemen.

| have great pleasure on this occasion to express my feeling of gratification at the honour
done me and my people by Your Highness by an intimate friend of mine and | had the
pleasure of the cordial visit from him. | am to-day overcome by feeling of thankfulness for your
presence among us by which Your Highness has helped to strengthen old ties. On the
present occasion of Agricultural Exhibition which is the first of its kind which | am holding in
my territory, | am extremely obliged to Your Highness for participating in the function and in
presiding at the prize distribution.

The success of the Agricultural show is in no small measure due to the part Your Highness
and the Maharaneesaheb have to heartily taken. During the short stay of Your Highness at
Kolhapur, You and your worthy Maharanee have won the golden opinions of my subjects by
the great interest taken by you in history of this State, its art, and its agriculture, by the
intelligent questions which Your Hinghness asked when looking over exhibits. | have to
heartily congratulate Your Highness for the intelligent interest and sympathy displayed by Her
Highness Maharanee Indirabai and for her appreciation of our efforts in the cause of education
and specially female education. Her highness,
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visit to our Girl’s school and the women’s Hospital and to the religious shrines in and near the
capital, has given us great satisfaction. | cannot help complimenting Your Highness on Your
Highness love of manly games such as wrestling and fencing and also shikaring where Your
Highness distinguished yourself in pigsticking. The visit of Your Highness has given
unbounded pleasure not only to the host, but to all his subjects as is well indicated by the
immense crowds at the station and other places. | have once more to thank Your Highness
and trust our friendship may strengthen with time and that | may have an early opportunity of

welcoming Your Highness and the Maharaneesaheb and the prince Yuvaraj and the Princess.
* % %
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Thrity one

For Truth, Justice & Liberty
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The present is unique occasion unprecedented in the History of the world. The message sent
to us by His Majesty, the King and the Premier convey a call to a most sacred duty. We are
asked whole heartedly to help in organising the man power of India and developing and
utilising its resources. So far as words go the response has been on the whole most cordial.
However important the political questions that have been engaging the attention of the Indian
Public may be, this is not a time to embarrass Govt. by pressing upon them the advisability of
their instantaneous solution. The questions involved are of too complicated nature to be dealt
with hurriedly and any attempt to rush them will only defeat its purpose and may infinitely
prolong the end in view As one of my brother Princes pithily said ‘What is it that we give and
ask from Govt.?” He answered the question in a monosyllabic word Trust’. Who will not
agree with him? It say therefore, let us trust Government: This is not a time to wrangle or to
refer to what might have been done by Govt, or try to bring home to them the results of their
past policy. Let the date past bury its dead. Let us now rally round the standard of Truth,
Justice and Liberty which the allies are fighting for. Let all other considerations be shelved and
let us concentrate our energies and have the whole brain power of India on the solution of one
great question, who to help Govt. in winning war, how to collect and organise the great man
power of our vast country, combatant and non-combatant and make the fullest use of its
resources.
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have already made to Govt. certain suggestions and | am placing them before this conference
for consideration. May idea is that every where in India attempts should be made to raise
selfcontained Battalions for Geographical units; after which they should be named. For my
small state | have made a proposal for raising a battalion of combatant and making a depot of
non-combatants and arranging for a treatment of the sick and wonnded and convalescent, to
keep well trained recruits in reseurve for drafting them into the battalion, thus to keep a
constant supply of combatants and non-combatants required for the army.
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Thirty two

Agriculture : the basis of our
economy and its problems
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It is fortunate circumstance of the times that government is taking keen interest in the
development of national industry of this great country. Interest of government in this respect
can be traced to the middle of the 18th Century. India was considered and is a great source of
raw products required for manufacturing purpose. Cotton had attracted the attention of
Government. The crop is even now engaging the attention and government of India have only
recently appointed touring commission to inquire into the extension of cotton cultivation and
suggest ways and means to improve its staple.

On the present occasion | am happy to note that the interest of Government is not going to be
centred round the supply of raw products for the manufacturing centres of England but it is
going to be extended to the general development of agriculture and improvement in the
condition of agriculturists. More than 80% of the population of this country is depended on
the agriculture industry. In my state, practically the whole state depends for its prosperity on
agriculture. We have hardly any other industry worth speaking of. My interest in agriculture, |
may say, is of long standing and | have been making efforts to assist my people | have found
with my experience that though these efforts are sustained, the results are not equal to these
efforts. | can’t say that the Indain cultivator does not know his business. In fact he is a best
cultivator. If he is found to
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stick to what outsiders may call crude methods those are the methods which suit his
economic condition. He understands the possibilities but he handicapped.

To understand his real position, it is necessary to know the disabilities under which he has to
work. These disabilities can be classified under four heads:

1. His ignorance i. e. his illiteracy.

2. His want of means to get cheap capital.
3. His smallness of holdings.
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4. And want of organisation in the disposal of his produce.

His first disability is great, viz illiteracy. To get over it, the only way is the spread of the
education among them. To achieve this object of predominant importance | have lately
introduced in my state compulsory primary education. | should not fail to say that | have but
made a beginning. It will take sometime to extend the measure to the whole state to my
satisfaction. The only desparture | am anxious to make from the ordinary course is that, | want
to give education to suit the condition of my people. In villages especially, the instruction will
be limited to the three R’s and practice in agriculture. | consider this precautionary provision is
necessary. It is no good weaning the peoplesons of agriculturists from the occupation of their
fathers. Education should create a pride for the ancestral industry and not contempt. A village
school will generally be provided with a small farm to create pride for physical labour. Our
boys should understand the dignity of labour.

For the second disability want to cheap capital. | am having co-operative societies
established on the British model. | can’t say that the present lines on which those societies
are run the only best lines. We shall have to watch the progress. We have yet to get more
experience before we make a departure.

With regard to the smallness of holdings, | am afraid, there is no easy solution within the
means of the states. The law of inheritance comes in the way which enjoyes equal division
among the heirs of the holders. We can only limit further sub-division of the survey number.
This is a make shift, but it is worth attempting. The question is engaging the attention of the
Bombay Government and United Provinces. | am watching the results. | shall be glad to follow
the lead of British Government. Lately Dr. Harold Mann brought out an interesting book
‘University Series’ showing the deplorable condition of our Deccan agriculturists. It is sure to
attract the scrious attention, not only of Government of Bombay but of the Supreme
Government. There is one more way, by which this difficulty of the smallness of holdings can
be minimised and this is encouragement to the emigration to East Africa, conquered from the
Germans, which should never be returned. Some of the territory might be reserved for Indian
soldiers, who have helped in so valiantly wresting it from the enemy, and if my suggestion be
accepted, it will be a fitting reward for their loyalty and bravery also.

| hail with joy, therefore, that the question of agriculture and its development is before the
Princess Conference.
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Thirty Three

At the Princes’ Chamber
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| differ from the Patiala draft scheme about the composition of the Chamber, and enter my
strong protest against it. It is a decided setback on the Bikaner Note. The scheme gives the
eligibility for admission to the chamber of those Princes only who have unrestricted civil and
criminal jurisdiction over their own subjects and the power to make their own laws. It further
empowers the Chamber so constituted to ‘add to it’s number the rules of other States whose
inclusion the Chamber may deem advisable.” | am aware that sentiment and want of a definite
single criterion to fix the eligibility at, are defficulties which we have to meet. But if our claim is
to speak for one third of the area and one fourth of the population of this country, it is
impossible to see why Princes with sovereign powers only should be the masters of the
situation. This is the reversion of the principle of representation. Is the committee aware as to
at States it will have to exclude? It is an insult to the States so left out and | regret, | have to
say that the suggested method of composition will unfortunately be the beginning of the end
of the Chamber before it is formed. Is the Chamber intended to unite or create a split? It is
rather strange to see that

1. Revenue
2. Population
3. Extent
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4. Honours

5. Acknowledged position

6. The respect in which certain States are held and

7. The time and the spirit in which we are living should not have weighed with the
committee.

Does the committee want the chiefs who have no sovereign power to form another Chamber
in opposition to the on proposed ? | am sure they would not allow the Chamber, as proposed
to be constitued by the scheme, to represent them. And why should they? The British
Parliament can have within its four walls almost the same number of members as the Princes
and Chiefs of India. They do meet together, and can deliberate upon and decide matters of
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the highest importance to the whole of the world. The House of Lords does not make
distinction between Dukes and Lords. The hereditary and created Peers do sit together. In
contries which have State Government small and big states meet together, Prussia and other
States can transact business together. | appeal most earnestly to my brother Princes and
Chiefs to rise above sentiment and be equal to the occasion. We may have different number
of votes for different States according to their status, importance, landrevenue etc., and may
annex that list to the constitution of the Chamber, as is the case in Germany. We might give
votes to groups of States on the basis of salutes, extent, population, powers etc, if a body of
all the Princes is considered unwieldy. But complete exclusion of some is undersirable.

%ok %



Thirty four

The Dream of National Army
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| have not come down here to repeat what is already published in the papers; not to make a
political speech. | am proud to say that speech making is not in my line. | have come here to
say what we ought to do and what Govt. should do for us at this critical time.

We know that our enemy, the German has no conscience, no sentiment and | may even say
no humanity. Keeping this in mind we had make every efforts that is in human power to
conquer him. We must raise both men and money for this. The chief thing that is wanted
however, is mutual love or mutual thrust between us and Government. We must love and
trust Govt. and our love and trust, | am sure, will be amply rewarded.

This is not a time for us to wrangle and to make demands for higher military post or political
rights or lay down conditions on which our whole hearted help will be given. We should claim
the privileges by our feeds and win them by force of loyalty and love.

Time has no doubt come when we must compel Govt. to open a sandhurst in this
presidency. But this should be done by the heroic
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This is an appeal at the Bombay War Conference indune, 1918 made by H. H. the Shahu
Maharaj to the public to support the war. In the appel he has explained the need and form of
the National Army. No doubt, in his mind the draem of India as an independent Nation was
clear, and also he had thought of the means and ways of the building a true Nation.

Deeds of fighting races who have spilt and are spilling their lifeblood on the field of battle and
are winning military honours. Why beg for such things when we have now got an opportunity
of compelling Govt by feeds of loyalty and valour in the field? | for one would not ask for a
commission before | am qualified for it. | would be more a nuisance than of red use fitting if
commissions are given to native officers in the army who have made their mark on the field.
What we want at present is action, not words. This is not a time for tongue or pen but for the
sword.

Questions like raising a national army had better be postponed tiil after the war. Some wanted
to raise a battalion of their caste to render some help to Govt. The object was certainly
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laudable but they could hardly make up even a company. What then is good of talking of a
national army now ? There is ample time after the war to think of this and perhaps even more
important things. It is our duty at this juncture to help Govt. heart and soul in collecting and
organising man-power and in developing and economising our material resources. It is not a
time to spend our money over palaces and theatres and | may even say over buildings and
roads but every pie that can be spared must be devoted to war. Even the buildings and
hospitals we possess should be handed over to the military authorities. This will no doubt
entail some inconvenience and perhaps hardship on the civil population; but we have to bear
in mind what the people of England are suffering and what sacrifices they are making; ours
are nothing to theirs. We need not go so far when we have before us in our midst noble
examples of self sacrifice and tireless work. | refer to what our President Lord Willingdon, and
his energetic consort have suffered and have done. We have but to follow in their foot steps.

Let us not allow, therefore, our attention to be diverted by any thing from the main purpose
viz. to win the war and | would seize this opportunity of appealing with all the earnestness, |
can command to fighting races of India. They should remember that on them mainly depends
the future of this country. It is for them to uphold her past military traditions and of glory and
preserve untarnished her honour by deeds of valour and | feel confident they will not fail to do
their part. | am equally confident that we are all agreed on one point that we must win the war
and for that purpose every one of us is ready to make any sactifices, | have therefore, great
pleasure in moving the following resolution which | am sure, you will accept.

That this conference authorises and requests His Excellency the Governor to convey the
loyalty and dutiful response from the Presidency of Bombay to his Majesty’s gracious
message and an assurance of the determination of the Presidency to continue to do her duty
to her utmost capacity in the great crisis through which the Empire is passing.
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Thirty five

The Home Rule Party
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The so called Home Rule party is neither in touch with the masses nor have they sympathy for
them. All they want is power for them selves. | do not at all like the idea of these extremists
holding out a threat to Government at such a critical time. They say in effect that if their
demand for Home Rule is not satisfied, they will not help Government in getiing recruits as if
they can influence recruiting one way or the other. But the wonder is that, | am inclined to
believe, Government is afraid of them. | am decidedly of opinion that they cannot raise a
single recruit nor will they be able to prevent men from offering as recruits. The masses do not
know these men. The Brahmins could not raise the promised number of men, though it was a
very small number they could offer to give even from their own classes. Far from raising a
battalion, | think they could not even get together a sufficient number for a Brahmin company.
Such are the people of whom Government are now afraid. | am speaking rather plainly but |
beg to be excused if | overstep the limit. The Non-brahmins are only just now awakening to
their degraded condition and to the severity of the social and religious laws of Brahmins which
had hitherto put them down. Naturally they are suspicious of that if power again went into
their hands, attempts would be made to bring back to life the old Brahminical regime. Their
religious heads are already trying to organise their forces on the modern and revive what they
call Chaturvarnya the old four watertight compartments of castes among Hindus-Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaishya and Sudras. Naturally they are
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afraid that under the levelling infiuence of the sympathetic rule of the British Government,
castes may lose their rigidity and Non-Brahmins may rise in she Social scale and may try to
come up with the Brahmins and claim equality. From their point of view, they are perhaps
right. The British rule had certainly conferred this great blessing on the ignorant and down-
trodden masses. They have just now begun to see and realise the past in its true colour and
to know the causes of their present degraded condition. They certainly want the same kindly
and sympathetic administration till they are, so far as literacy goes in some degree, atleast
comparable to the Brahmins, They naturally with that great gulf between them and Bramins
should lessen and should not at any rate be allowed to widen. With this end in view, | am
trying to introduce free and compulsory education in my state.
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Thirty Six

Lord Willingdon’s Visit to Kolhapur
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Your Excellency, Jahagirdars, Sardars, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is close upon five years since | had the honour of welcoming Your Excellency on the
occasion of your first visit to my capital. Times have since considerably altered. The peace
and tranquility, which reigned in the world then, have given place to the brutal struggle that
has involved all the civilised nations of the world, and diverted their attention from all peaceful
pursuits. They have all joined together and are doing their utmost to terminate the war by the
speedy victory for the cause of Allies. India, as forming an integral part, of the British empire,
is called upon to do her Part, and we are proud that she has responded whole heartedly. But
the critical moment has now arrived, when we must all redouble our efforts and give the final
blow to Prussian militarism and, once for all, rid the world of the past. The clarion call to duty
has now come from our most revered and beloved Kind Emperor, and it is to impress on us
all here the urgency of that cause that Your Excellency, amidst Your heavy and important
work, has found time to pay a flying visit to my state | offer my most hearty welcome to Your
Lordship.

My little State, as Your Excellency is aware, has contributed its mite both in men and money
towards the war, and | have learnt with pride that my men have not lagged behind in doing
their duty on the field. My subjects, have on this occasion loyally come forward to their
humble part in the sacred work of rescuing mankind from the
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tyranny and barbarism of the Hums, and | feel confident that they will continue, with alacrity,
to give their quota till the war ends in a decisive victory for the Atlies. The difficulties no doubt
are daily increasing. Prices have gone up abnormally and so have wages. But we now, more
than ever, to brush aside the purely pecuniary mercenary aspect of the work and be prepared
to make sacrifices, in the higher interests of mankind, as champions of liberty, truth and
justice.



| need hardly allude to the sacrifices that England and her Allies are making. In that country
there is not a house without mourning. Even in our midst examples are not wanting. | should
be exused, Your Excellency, for pointing to Your noble self. Notwithstanding the heavy toll
the war has taken from your own family, sense of duty has impelled Your Excellency to
continue in office and discharge its arduous duties. | should say the same of your energetic
consort, Lady Willingdon, whose gracious presence we miss here today. | would also take
the liberty of referring to yon, Col. Wodehous, from whose family the war has claimed half a
dozen persons in wounded and lost, including your own dear brother. Such are sacrifices that
are being made by all, irrespective of their rank and positions in life, and | sanguinely hope
that the same spirit will animate my people and Kolhapur will not lag behind. | need hardly
remind you that the wily enemy has his eye on India and his agency of intrigue is working not
far from our North Westorn frontier. Your can now realise how close menace is threatening. |
would, therefore, ask you all to always bear in mind that every rupee you contribute, and
every man you send to the front, is a nail in the coffin of the enemy and takes us nearer the
goal. My most earnest appeal, therefore, to you, my Sardars, Jahagirdars, and other
subjects is that you should be prepared to face the evil boldly and courageously and to
sacrifice to the last drop of your blood and to the last pie in your pocket in defence of your
hearth and home.

Some pseudopatriots think that this is a proper time to make bargains and lay down
conditions considering the deep debts we owe to the Brithsh Government have. | think no
worst time could have been chosen. This is a time to repay, at least in part, that debt by
giving wole hearted help, to strenghten mutual trust and mutual love and wield together in
adamantine bonds, the ties that bind us to the Empire Government have but recently
announced the constitutional reforms they propose to introduce. A hue and cry was raised
that Government officials come in the way, but the proposed reforms have satisfied for the
present all sober minded politicans and in my opinion they bear eloquent testimony to the
generosity and sincerity of Government and their desire to see this country take her proper
place in the sisterhood of nations, comprising that marvellous political organisation, the
British Empire.

The scheme embraces also the Indian Princes and Native States and measures ared
proposed to deal with them on more equitable and liberal lines. But they too have to realise
that the liberalsing influences, that are at the root of the proposed reforms, will be felt
everywhere and so will have to be prepared to welcome them in their State, It is now the duty
of us all to make, not by words but by deeds, our appreciations to the beneficent actions
taken by Government. This is the only right way to bring nearer the accomplishment of India’s
objective.



Let me not Your Excellency, detain you long.Your visit is most timely and it will certainly
heraten us to do the sacred work, we have to perform with all the energy and vigour we
possess. | have faith in the Justice of Him that guides the destinies of the Universe and
buoyed up by it, | trust, the day may not be distant, when the arms of the Allies will come out
victorious form this deadly struggle for freedom, peace and tranquility be for ever restored the

world.

In thanking you again most cordially for the honour done to me, | have to crave Your
Excellency’s indulgence for what may look like lack of enthusism on my part in the receiption
accorded to you. Your Excellency knows the cause. | need hardly refer to the tragic domestic
occurrence in my family which has cast a deep gloom over my whole State. Let me, however,
assure, Your Lordship, that though the customary outward from and show are wanting, our
welcome to your Excellency is none the less warm and hearty.
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Thirty seven

Foundations of social Justice
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Your Excellencies, Colonel Harold, ladies and Gentlemen,

| should like to congratulate your Excellency on having brought with you the much waited rain.
We have now a fuller water supply and the prospects are most hopeful. It is hope we may
now have bumpers crops and a prosperous seasons and people will be happy and
contented. Before proposing your Excellencies’ toast, | trust, | shall be excused for referring
to a most sad event, as it is uppermost in mind at present. | mean the sudden demise of my
dearest friend His Highness Sir Bhausingh Maharaja of Bhavanagar. We have been friends
since boyhood, when we were together receiving education under Mr. (Now Sir) Stuart M.
Frazer, then our respected tutor and guardian. It is just a year since the loss of my young son
was a heavy shock to me but the present shock is still heavier. What | feel most is that, | did
not go to see my friend during his last moment, though | was called by him. No one thought
that his end was so close. But it has pleased Heaven to take him away almost in the prime of
his life. This is not the occasion to dwell on his various qualities of heart and head. Suffice to
say that, his loss is not only a loss of Bhavanagar, but it is a loss also to the British Govt. and
the void caused by it is not easy to fill. It is, therefore however, the will of providence to which
we must humbly bow. In proposing to toast to your Excellencies, | take the opportunity of
according my most cordial welcome to you to my capital, | have been looking forward to Your
Excellencie’s visit since
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May last and felt very much disappointed when calls mare important prevented you from
carrying out the programme of your intended tour, which had included a few days shoot in my
jungles. But | could realise from subsequent event, how necessary was Your Excellency’s
presence then in Bombay. Indeed we shuddered to think what might have taken place but for
Your Excellency’s patience and for bearance and genuine sympathy for the people, which
alone saved Bombay and | heartily congratulate Your Excellency on handling the situation with
such tact and skill.

Your Excellency’s visit at this time is most opportune. The signing of the Peace Treaty by the
Germans has banished all fear of war, not only for the present, but let us hope for all time to
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come. In bringing about this happy result Great Britain has played a noble part. It is worthy of
her sons who have raised the vast British Empire, all members of it have shared the toils of
war and India, including its Princes, have not lagged behind. My little State has continued its
mite in men and money and naturally my subjects are jubilant at this time. At such a time of
joy and rejoicing Your Excellencys’ visit is most welcome. | should like to say a few words
about what in my humble sphere. | have been trying to do to improve the lot of labouring and
other backward classes that it has brought prominently in view. My principle has been to take
care of the weak among the subjects more than that of the strong. Their condition has from
the firs appealed to me personally, and it has been one aim of my administration to do level
best, to cure the evil. With this end in view | have been labouring and for the last Twentyfive
years | have been offering them special facilities to learn. When | assumed my powers, | found
that they had no leaders. That was a great want-the evil of India is that each Caste looks after
its own people-and they are indifferent to others. |, therefore, encouraged the different
Castes; tailors, goldsmithes, Mohomedans and the depressed classes or untouchables as
they are called, to have their own hostels. There the boys are looked after by superitendents
of their own castes. They can study there free from the unhealthy influence of the great Delhi
Darbar was taken advantage, and has its own influence of them. They treat all persons alike
the rich and the poor, and those called high and low classes. | have of course to
acknowledge the debt of gratitude, | owe to all Political Officers, of the British Govt. | have
had to deal with, | may be permitted to make special mention here of the valuable help
received from my old friend Col. Harold, whom | have the honour of the having as my
Resident. | have a claim on him and he has been most helpful. | quite remember the old days
when we went out riding and pigsticking all over my state. He knows this country and the
people very well. | have however, one complaint to make against him, that whenever | go to
see him, | find him at his desk and when | seek his advice he is fearlessly outspoken, and
when | wrote to him letters which took me days to think about, | find that replies to them reach
my hands within a few hours of the receipt by him. | afraid it is now too late in life for him to
change.

| would not say much here about the reform scheme of Mr. Montague now before Parliament.
It is sure to influence the Indian States. But if | may be allowed to express opinion at this
stage, | would only say that | for one would hesitate to make any constitutional changes in any
State in the direction of the reforms until the general level of education among masses has
risen and is atleast partially equalised with that of the higher classes.

| fear, Your Excellency, | am detaining you too long, but cannot conclude without thanking
Mrs. Harold most sincerely for all the trouble she has taken for me in looking to the comforts
of the guests. Above all | have to express my feeling of deep gratitude to Lady Lloyd for the



honour she has done me in gracing this occasion by her presence. Ladies & Gentlemen, |
now request you to drink to the health of our distinguished guests, Sir George & Lady Lloyd.
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Thirty Eight

At the S. M. C. Chief’s Conference
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| have been always urguing, that all the Indian Rajas should be included in the council of
Princess. The word ‘chief does not sound well in my ears. The obvious reason was that the
word indicated tribal leadership which was not a proper designation for the Indian ruler who
were in a slightly varying degree the Rajas or King of their own people. The inclusion of the
Chiefs or Rajas would give strength to our cause and will enable us to put forth vigorously our
difficulties before the Government. Ever since my return from Delhi | endeavoured my best
that a Conference of this kind should be held to represent the claims of the smaller States to
Government. | requested His Excellency, Sir George Lloyd to give us permission to hold such
a Conference and His Excellency, very promptly and graciously replied to me stating that His
Excellency’s Government had no objection to the holding of such a Conference.
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Thirty Nine

The Philosophy of Educationol Policy
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My principle has been to take care of the weak among my subjects more than the strong.
Their condition has from the first appealed to me personally, and it has been the one aim of
my administration to do my level best to cure the evil. With this end in view, | have been
labouring hard for the last twenty-five years. | have been offering them special facilities to
learn. When | assumed my powers, | found that they had no leader. That was great want. The
evil of India is that each caste looks after its own people and they are in different to others. |,
therefore, encouraged the different castes such as Marathas, Lingayats, Jains, Tailors,
Goldsmiths, Mohomedans and the Depressed Classes or ‘Untouchables,” as they are called,
to have their own hostels. There the boys are looked after by Superintendents of their own
castes. They can study there free from the unhealthy influence of their homes. | have also
opened a separate class for Patils. The occasion of the Great Delhi Darbar was taken
advantage of and, in memory of it, this class was started to train village officers, and their
sons for the duties of Patils and Talaties. These classes are proving more and more useful
and the Talatis are working efficiently.

Different communities want different sorts of institutions. The Marathas would like to have a
Sandhurst College, while the literary classes will desire to have an Arts College, but very few
would care to go in for technical or industrial institutions. At present the money collected from
all classes goes to support institutions
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for the benefit only of the intellectual classes. But | am for encouraging first such institutions
as will be useful to all, and with this object. | have recently introduced the measure of free and
compulsory education. That is essential for progress in every branch-industrial, Commercial,
etc. Instead of applying their energy to institutions for secondary and higher educational
bodies should | think, work hard for the spread of free primary education. It was my friend
Lord Sydenham who agreed with and encouraged me in this measure. | am quite aware of the
difficulties in the way of making primary education compulsory, but to make it free is not so

very difficult.
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Forty

To Sir S. M. Fraser
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It is after a quarter of a century, Sir Stuart Fraser, that you have returned to Kolhapur and |
welcome you most cordially. When | see Lady Fraser and yourself once more among us,
happy recollections of the joyous time we had with you are brought back to me, and | feel as
through that delightful period of boyhood had come back again. | consider myself very lucky
indeed that you have been able to pay us a visit, short as it has been before your departure
from India. It has given you an opportunity of seeing what fruit the pains you took with your
pupil have borne. There is no doubt that Kolhapur has vastly changed since you saw it last. It
is for you to judge in what direction the change has been.

During all this time it has been my earnest wish and constant endeavour to do everything in
my power to educate the masses, to inspire them with a higher standard of life, to root out
superstition and with it the causes that have led to the singularly artificial state of our society
— the inqualities between man and man-that we see on all sides. The task is not easy nor the
work light. The inertia of ages has to be overcome, and the old order of thing has to be
changed out. What part | have played in bringing this about, at least partially, it is not for me
to say. If | have succeeded in any small measure, the credit belongs to those who have
heartily worked with me. Foremost among them is my beloved brother, Bapusahib, without
whose help | do not know what | should have done. The social and religious reformer has also
come to my aid, and | will not hesitate to
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acknowledge the great value of the work done by the Christian Missionaries in my state and
especially by the American Mission. They have made men of the very dregs of society and
have set a unique example of self-sacrifice and selfless devotion to duty. The object lesson
cannot be lost on one who has eyes to see. This is not the place or time to go into details of
the measures introduced by me to carry out the end in view. You have heard and seen
enough to give you a fairly accurate idea of what is and has yet to be done. Before the latter
the former is but a drop in the ocean. The great War has open our eyes.

The last four years have witnessed the fall of the most despotic autocradies in the world, and
unless we in India profit by the lesson, worse evils may have to be faced by us, and that is
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why | feel the crushing weight of the heavy work now before the Indian Ruling Prince, and |
trust the moral fibre you have helped to develop in me may prove sufficiently strong to bear
the strain.
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Forty One

National & Rational Ideals of
a Social Philosopher
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| deem it an honour to be invited by my Maratha Brethren to lay the foundation stone of this
Maratha Boarding. With equal enthusiasum do. | fulfill this very pleasant task. This tree has
been planted as the result of the magnanimity of H. H. the Maharaja Powar of Dhar, the
welknown patron of the Maratha cause. But | venture to say that it would not have flourished
had it not been for the care of the gardener to whose charge it was committed. And why
should an organization not flourish when it has secured the fostering care of workers who are
not only selfless but who are self-sacrificing, dutiful and truth loving? The History of the
Marathas amply bears out how the Patil class has done deeds appropriate to the times in and
creditable to the community which they lead. In tose rough days of conquest, they have
yielded to the none martial powers and in these days of peace they are carrying on their battle
with ignorance the real enemy of the people. It is no mean credit to say that it is to such a
reputable class that my friends Raoba Thorat of Vani and Dada More of Pimpalgaon Baswant
belongs. The sacrifice and labour which these two gentlemen have undergone in the cause of
this Boarding are too welknown to be toll. The list of sympathetic helpmates who have
supported the cause also too long to be enumerated, | therefore, content myself only with
expressing my respect for them and appreciation of their good work. However our Maratha
Samaj, | take this opportunity to say, is far more indebted to Bhaoosaheb Thorat for his
having permitted his son to be missonery in
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the cause of his fellows even at the cost of neglect of his personal affairs. Verily as the seed is
so is the plant. More than his our Bhaoosaheb is to be congratulated as the happy father who
has realized in his case the natural desire of his kind that son should excel his father.

The policy of this Boarding, | am glad to say is worthy of imitation. Though it has sprung from
the magnificient donations of the Marathas the time of the Maratha Educational conference it
really speaks volumes for the patriotism and liberal mindedness of the organizers to find the
Boarding kept open to students of all the castes. One can never succeed in adequately
praising the efforts of those who come forward with full moral courage and with the true spirit
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of satyagraha to practice the elementary principles preached by the Sataya Shodhak samaj
that all people as the children of God are kith and kin. That this principle should spread as
widely as possible is a consummation devotly to be wished; for none can doubt that it is a
spread that will be greatly instrumental in bringing about unity by toning down angularities of
the castes.

At one time, | confess, | was conservative and as an upholder of orthodoxy believed in the
perpetuation of the caste system. The idea that thereby | was obstructing the progress of
others never occurred to and | even felt it dangerous to my religion to preside over public
meeting of other castes. Nor do | like even today to preside over public meetings of the
particular castes. But the reason in the two castes are as distant as the poles. To preside
over caste meetings was to me in early days an irreligious act. Now | do not like to preside
over them because | fear that thereby | am committing the sin of strengthening the caste-
feeling.

To the leaders of the different Communities; | have only one message to convey. Do not be
short sighted. Have a vision of the future. To dissolve castes is a necessity. To uphold them is
a sin. Castes are obstacles in the path of the Common advancement of us all and our duty
therefore is to remove it with all the courage we can muster. Hold your caste-meetings but
ignore not the point that they are only a means to an end. The end of our caste meeting is to
end the castes. Let not then your caste-meetings help them to mend.

High class people never tire of stating that the caste system is not only natural but is also
essential to the stability & progress of society. But it needs no intellectual effort to discover
that those who thus argue are interested in keeping the social prestige of themselves and
their progeny, that the caste system does not exist on any other planet of this universe may
not be a safe statement to make but it can certainly be asserted without fear of challange on
this earth. The age-worn slavery which this country has fallen a prey to, is the direct result of
the age-worn caste system. He would indeed be a bold person who could say that the caste
has made more than marred the fortunes of this country.

Unity is out of the question when then the people are divided into impervious compartments.
For a time, to gain an object they may transcend their social boundaries and be one; but the
cohesion cannot be lasting. There are some who argue that what is necessary to abolish is
not the caste system but caste enmity. If such who argue in this vien are really
unsophisticated we can only pity the poor understanding, for caste enmity is the effect of
caste distinction. To avoid this effect the only remedy, | see is to remove the cause.



Caste enmity is an old disease corroding the life of the Indian people. Parashuram’s act of
annihilating the Khastriyas or the Peshwas’ act of ploughing out the house-plots of the Non-
Brahmins of the Brahmins calling the Maharaja Shivaji and the Maratha warriors, who secured
to them their tails and treated as Sudras? To abolish caste-enmity we must first abolish the
caste system. Let us then abolish it and be one.

| am often accused of formenting caste jealousy under the pretext of breaking the caste
system. This is a baseless accusation. While charging any opponents, | do not entrench
myself in pride of my caste, neither in the reversed name of Shivaji Maratha or in the sacred
precints of religion, On the other hand such as entrench themselves in this way are to me
contemptible. My only fault is that to such as have fallen out or rather thrown out from the
common march of progress. | hold with love equal to what | bear to myself or to my
community and lead them on their proper place in society with as much effort as | can make. |
do this because my conscience dictates it to me as my duty. If the depressed are not
elevated in time | am afraid they will be crushed under the grinding stone of castes. Does it
not therefore follow that to support the depressed castes is not the same as encouraging
enmity among castes ?

It would be the happiest day of my life when we shall cease to reckon men low because of
their birth. Disbelieving as | do in the caste system | have gone against in the public. But as
my efforts have not succeeded in dislodging it from the anclent moorings it has found among
those who are around me. | feel, | am ill-fitted to preside over this meeting. Many foolish
people have | met who regard their follow men and women as low as the brutes. But what |
am most surprised at is that-few among them are ashamed to call themselves their well
wishers and leaders.

The unity of Japan was promoted when the Samurai class relinquished its dignity of birth. It is
not time that the Brahmins of our country follow them? It is at least the duty of the Khastriyas
to help all in their onward march of progess. The sanctimony of birth which elevates the
Brahmins above the rest of us can no longer be celebrated. We must establish an equal start
at birth for us all. To do a way with the differential advantage which the Brahimns enjoy, we
must to longer call them to officiate in religious ceremonies. Nor should we listen to the
professional Brahmins expounding the religious books or addressing his sermons; for they
only serve to strengthen in us the feeling of reverence which is inculcated in us and which is
our duty to eradicate. The fact that Rama and Krishna who are our ancestors are defied and
worshipped by the Brahmins incontrovertibly proyes that Brahmins are lower in order than the
Khastriya. Better it would certainly be is in view of such instances the Brahmins unlearned
their apphistry. Leaving them however to themselves to rebel, pardon me for plain speaking, |



say we must never slaken the efforts. We are making to dethrone the Brahmins in order to
entbrone the Indian nation.

If the Brahmins choose to beat me in return for the love | bear them it would be treachery to
myself and to my cause not to pay them in their own coins. It is on condition of their good will
to me that | am prepared to let the Brahmin’s officiate in religious ceremonies performed in my
household. Any breach of this condition will compel me in righteous indignation to replace the
Brahmin priests by the Marathas. They will deserve my partronage so long as they treat me as
man. They will forefiet it the moment | find that they treat me as a brute.

The editor of the Lok-Sanghra | confess, posses learning and wisdom in a proportion greater
than | can lay claim to. That, therefore | should respect his learned authority is only proper.
However | regret to say that he has misconstrued my position. It would have learning if on
perusing my speech as a whole he had brought to my notice the errors | committed therein.
But | can’t agree to submit to his dication as to wherein lies the path of my duty. Love begets
love, jealousy begets jealousy. Even unintelligent brutes return love for love, | am a sportsman
and | can recall how my African tiger returned to me from where | had left it in the Jungle two
hundred miles away from Kolhapur. But for my love would he have returned? If | had treated it
unkindly he would have been glad to run away or would have recalled and done me barm.
This is certainly not a very deep philosophy for the ordinary run of mankind much less for
those who by virtue of their education claim for themselves the leadership of the people. But
what feel of moral election it can create to call others low and untouchables is something
which passes my comprehension and | may say the comprehension of all sensible people.

It was poor people who suffered in the riots that book place in Bombay, Sholapur,
Ahmedabad, Amritsar and Lahore. Their educated leaders who mad catspaw of them were
safe. The masses were too ignorant to understand the cunning of these leaders. | have too
great a respect for Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Satyapal and Kitehlu to say that they of purpose
engineered these riots. The blame that is thrown at their doors is due primarily to the mistakes
committed by their lieuteuants. | request my critics like the editor of Rajkaran that they should
print the whole text of my speech and they deem worthy of comment. To print a few
quotation from a speech detached from their context is to deliberately give a chance for
misapprehension and misconstruction. Such a request may be too much for the editor of th
Rajkaran for if he consents to adopt it as a rule for the future. | am afraid he will find very few
occasion to comment upon.

The lives of great men in Europe or India bear testimony the necessity of abolishing the

artificial distinction between man and man. The lives of Luthar or Shivaji convey to us the
same lesson. Shivaji made Marathas, of Mohomedans and shocked out the sense of

S EERINE



untouchabilty by entertaining the Mahars and Mangs in artillery and cavalry. Badashaha Akbar
the Great, was our true ‘Mahatma’. He brought about unity between Hindus and
Mohomedans by marrying Jodhabai a Rajput Hindu Princess. He allowed her to remain a
Hindu and arranged for her offering secred water to the Sun at the cost of lakh of rupees. The
fort of Agra bears testimony to this and shows that what is considered impossibls in the 20th
Century was easily brought about in the 17th Century by a Mohomedan Emperor. With the
object enlightening the masses, the British Government has kept the educational institutions
open to peoples of all classes. We can find no parallel even in Ramraj to the immense
opportunity which is given to us of taking education since the reign of Queen Victoria and Her
decendents Notwithstanding this the ambrosia of learning is sedulously kept in the hands of
the Brahmins, Naturally the Greatest clamour for Home Rule originates from the Brahmins
and equally naturally do they call those who are clamouring for communal representation so
that the devolution of political power be accompanied by its distribution, as the enemies of
the country.

| am proud of my subjects having achived credit in one particular respect. Their example has
been copied elsewhere. With a just sense of pride the British people call the British Parliament
‘The mother of Parliaments.” In the same way Kolhapur has, | venture to say, deservedly
come to be called the mother of Student’s Boardings. There are Boardings of Marathas,
Jains, Lingayats, Saraswats, Mohomedans, Daiwanya, Panchal, Shimpi and Kayasthas.
There are institution such as those of the Arya Samaj working on the principle of equality and
fraternity. To crown ail these is a Boarding of the untoucbables with a regular programme for
removing untouchability, Some deserving members of the untouchables have been granted
sanads to practice as Vakils. Kolhapur has only taken a lead in abolishing artificial distinction
between man and man but has also taken a lead in equalizing the status of men and woman
in our Societies. | cannot let this occasion pass without paying just tribute to my beloved
subject.

To give all people a chance to advance in social, industrial, educational and administrative
matters and learn to discharge their due share of responsibility is what | call communal
representation. | deem it my duty to help and encourage those who have fallen behind and
accordingly | do lend a helping band to those who are downtrodden. Parents do not see
much necessity to look after such of their children who having become of age are able to take
care of themselves. They pay more regard to such of their flock as are undeveloped and
cannot stand on their own legs. To some of these only give their support and others they
carry on their shoulders. This is apparently a case of dicrimination; but only fools can blame
such parents. | do nothing more than copy such wise parents when | give greater facilities and
greater encouragement to the backward and the depressed classes. | have liberally
entertained them in State Service, given them Sanads to practice and having directed them to
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the fountain of learning. | cherish hopes of their early salvation. | feel it an injustice to see my
efforts in the cause of elevating the Non Brahmins interpreted to mean enmity to the
Brahmins. Some Brahmins who are professional politicians argue that communal
representation is near way of dragging back the Brahmins from their advanced position. This
is plainly a mistake, we acknowledge the eminent place which our Brahmin friends have
reached. What we urge on them is while you can run, we can hardly walk, for we have not yet
learned to stand on our legs. To save us from the trouble of walking you are pleased to carry
us on your shoulders. We thank you for this kindness; but pray consider that effect of your
kindness would be to make us perpetually maimed. If yon do not let us learn to walk through
trial and error we shall never learn to do so. Admire and encourage us while we are rising and
falling in our efforts to walk but put not obstacles in our way. Our endevours are motivated by
our desire to stand independently without a support. Therefore do not misunderstand us.

Another accusation levelled against me by some newspapers is that | am absolutely against
giving any self-Government to my subjects. This is again a pure myth. In the speech on which
this accusation based, “| said But if | may be allowed to express an opinion at this stage |
would only say that | for one, would hesitate to make any Constitutional changes in the
direction of the Reforms until the general level of education among the masses has risen and
is atleast partially equalized with that of the higher classes” This does not lend any support to
the accusation that | am opposed to giving Self-Government to my peoples. What | said was
that | could not look upon the devoution of political power as safe before the voters of all the
castes were educated enough to understand their civil rights.

In this country of ours where the reign of castes has a poweful sway on the mind of the people
and where 70 to 80 p. c. are illprepared to understand exercise their rights and duties |
venture to say that political power will fall into the hands of a single caste. How power in the
hands of self-interested persons only serves to what theit natural desire to oppress others is
aply borne out by history. The ancient struggles between the Aryas and the Anaryas or the
more recent struggles under the Peshawai are evidence pointing in the same direction. If
opportunity for self aggrandizement turns good men into bad ones how very necessary is to
provide aganist political power falling into the hands of those whose trade has been to keep
others in slavery and who have given sufficient indications of their desire to continue it. Such
is the Spirit of what | said. You know too well the policy and the cunningness of the Kesari
and its broad. The Kesari’s argument to extend the school buildings and to make them airy
before making education compulsory is sufficeint to irritate any honest person. No cake to a
few until all are served with bread is the the principle of the English Labour Party. In India 90
are starving while 10 are feasting. Those who urge that ghee be provided to those who are
feasting before any condiments are served to those who are feasting before any condiments
are served to those who are straving strangely betray their anxiety for the masses. | fell to
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understand how people are not ashemed to an express on to such damagable utterances in
papers and in the public that Legislative Councils are no places for the Lingayat to exhibit his
skill in weighing the balances or for the farmers to show his skKill in ploughing.

| disapprove of the transfer of power from the hands of the British into the hands of snch a
small community as the Brahmins. Do not be blind to our Social history. In fact it is difficult to
forget how the Brahmins withhoiding education with which they enriched themselves from
others struggled constitutionally to keep them in subjection. Free and compulsory primary
education is the only invigorating tonic that will enable the lower classes to throw off this
incubus of the past. | have commenced free and compulsory education in my state and | have
no doubt that the next generation will be illiterate generation.

While | lay great stress on primary education | have not neglected higher and collegiate
education. My state is smaller than such districts as Satara or Belgaum and yet there are
seven high schools in existence and two more will commence their life very soon. At the top
of this all there is a fulfiedged college.

You will no doubt understand that my efforts after education are motivated solely because |
am most anxious to give sel-Government as early as possible to my subjects If all my subjects
had reached the literacy test of vernacular third | would have very cheerfully handed over to
them the responsibilities of Government and retired on pension sufficient to maintain myself.
The whole burden of peace, order and good Government rests on my shoulders today. The
subjects are responsible for the due payment of the revenues will belong to the subjects. But
my subjects must be partially if not wholly fit to take such a responsibility. In other words |
believe that the entire population must have reached the stage of primary education before a
section of it is provided with advanced education. When the whole mass of the people are
drenched in ignorance while only a small section of it is welleducted any devolution of political
power will fall in the hands of the educated, such giving rise to home-made bureaucracy. The
administration of such educated beauracrats is of our knowing. The Peshwas through the
mistake of Shahu Maharaj got a chance to strengthen their position but the result of the
Peshwa’s rule was the imprisonment of Shahu and the fostering of caste-spirit. It was under
the Peshwa’s rule that the untoucbables had to walk with a pot tied to their neck and a
sweeping broom attached to their lions, None can wish the return of such days and the best
and only effectual way to prevent their return is to educate the people before granting them
political power so that they may know how they use it and be prepared to guard against its
misuse.

When the son is grown up to take charge of the household it is our old Aryan rule of life that
the father should retire. In consonance with this ancient rule | mean to retire. on pension when
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my subjects have grown fit to take care of themselves. | am hopeful that this consummation
which | devoutly wish for will be realised before too long. Least what | have said my may be
misconstrued, | hasten to make plain what | have been saying so far. | am of opinion that the
two wheels as well the yoke of a cart must be strong and stable before we can expect it to run
its course smoothly. By the new reform act the political power in British Districts will be
divided between the civil service and the representatives of the people and it is provided that
the power kept in the hands of the civil service will gradually pass in the hands of the
representatives of the people. | am afraid such a diarchical systm of Government will be ill-
suited to the conditions peculiar to the Native States. There the power will be divided between
the Subijects, the civil services, the Ruler and British Government. It would not do to divide
power among these and let it pass gradually into the hands of the people. | am desirous of
entrusting my people with full and complete power as soon as they are advanced to
understand its exercise. Till they grow up to this stage | feel great anxiety in handing over any
political power for it may be monopolized by the few to the disadavntage of the many. When
the subjects are in possession of complete self-Government the ruler can but be its guide.
The subjects of the Native States will then be responsible to the British and not to the ruler.
Such being the difference in the two situations it would be dangerous to copy wholesale the
British plan of political reform for application to the Native States.

Whether political reform should preccde social reform is a dispute which is attended with
more heat than light. The two are as closely connected as the wheels of a carriage. That you
can never succeed in driving a carriage safely if it rests on one wheel only is a common sense
In. fact, those who pleads for political reform only and pay no need to social reform or deny
its urgency give sufficient reason to doubt their motives. It would not be a miss to call them
carfty and cunning. It would have been better for the British to have fostered strenuous the
spread of education among the masses before granting them self-Government. But while
there is no use in crying over spilt milk, | urge those who claim themselves to be the leaders of
the people to follow the noble example of my friend Raoba Thorat and utilize the political
freedom to emancipate those of their Brethern whom they have held in subjection for untold
generations.

The reign of Queen Victoria brought happiness and prosperity not only to the British Empire
but also to British India. | am confident that the reign of our Emperor George V will not only
bring us the days of greater prosperity and greater happiness but will also bring us the days
when we shall find that every Indian is the equal of his fellow and that Indian society is so
organized that worth and birth not is criterion of eminence and respect.

Before closing, | wish to offer my hearty thanks to Mr. Damle LL. B; the welknown editors of
the Rajkaran for his having pointed out my errors of commission and omission. | entreat him
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to be my instructor for he has age with the benefit of experience. | cheerfully grant him the
palm in equcation and his zeal for the advancement of our country. Politics is his pet subject
and his daily life is spent in the company of men who are trained politicians. On the other
hand | have spent almost the entire span of my life in breading horses, in hunting and
wrestling and other pursuits which mainly promote the physical welfare. Obviously, | am a
stranger to politics. | entreat Mr. Damle to redirect my mind to the right path when | am found
to be amiss. | follow in act and in thought my honest convictions, You may call them
prejudices; but | venture to think that in these days we enjoy the right of free speech. | request
the Editor of the Rajkaran and other lovers of our country that they should take an active
interest in me and guide me to the proper path when | am really going wrong.



Fourty tow

Aboliation of Untouchability

%ok ok

Friends,

| am thankful to you for your kind invitation and | am extremely pleased to meet the society
you have organised. It gives me considerable relief to find that the leaders of your Community
have recognised in time that education alone will endow the communities which they lead with
power to survive in these days when the struggle is so keen and so extensive. If you people,
poor and oppressed, are to rise from your depressed conditions the work of elevation must
be undertaken by leaders belonging to your communalities. Self-help is the key to success in
all struggles. From this standpoint such of your leaders as do belong to yourselves cannot be
too adquately congratulated.

On such an occassion, | feel it my duty to convey to you with a free and open mind my views
about the ways that will ultimately lead to your betterment.

| cannot adequately impress upon you that the most important condition on which your social
uplift depends is the stability of British Raj in India. The British Nation is the source of those
elevating principles of equality, liberty and fraternity for which you have been carrying on your
struggle against your own countrymen. Familiarity had made us unconscious of the
importance of the British power in India, but the war has set us in right mood and we have
now come to know what a vital condition the British people are in our well-being.

%k K

Address at the Depressed Community Conference at Nasik on 16th April, 1920

If there were no British power, millions of our countrymen would have starved as a result of
our being dragged into the war. But the shield of the British power under which we have the
good fortune to live protected us not only from foreign invasion but also from the pinch of
want. Such is the protection we enjoy from it. You must therefore be loyal to it and not only
wish well of it is all greatfulness but you must help it in peace as well as in war.

Being a ruler of a Native State, | am often reproached for speaking in British territories. My

first submission is that | am not here as a ruler of State, but | am here as a friend and servant
of the millions of my countrymen whose conditions will excite pity in any one who claim a
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human heart. In that capacity if my countrymen approach me to solicit my views on any
subject | think it would be a serious breach of decorum to be silent or withhold them.
Secondly, the Native States are inalienably interwoven with the British territory. As subjects or
as treaty-holders we are bound to the British Empire, and as such there are many interests
that are common to us all. | am therefore of opinion that by interesting myself in problems
affecting the interests of us all | am not singing. In fact, | regard it my duty to be so interested.

The social differences are based upon mere accident of birth. find no sanction from religion in
any other country except ours. The ugly aspect which these social distinctions wear is most
plainly reflected in the treatment which has been meted out to you by men of the higher
castes. Is it not a digraceful thing that you who are our breatheren should be regarded as
untouchables and should be treated in a way far less respected than cats, pigs and dogs ?
The principle of untouchability, | venture to think, is a recent addition to the religious
scriptures which govern the life Hindus. For in this very place of pilgrimage where we are
assembled today the bathing pond of the Mahars is situated in the midst of the ponds of the
different communities. Of course it is impossible to observe untouchability in such a situation.

Notwithstanding this, is it not shameful that in ordinary life we should observe untouchability
and deny you the benefits of full and complete social intercourse ? It is only when the higher
castes, in our Hindoo Sociey repent for this social crime that there will grow in them the true
spirit of partism. It is them only that the educated classes guided by the spirit and love for
their country that can be expected to tender you any permanent help.

At the time | was invested with ruling powers | found Kolhapur dominated by the educated
people of a single caste. There was not a single educated persons in the civil service
belonging to the backward classes. To raise their status | felt it but proper to adopt the policy
of entertaining them in a liberal way in the civil service of the State. | gave deserving ones from
them sandas to practise, instituted special Scholarships for their education and established
boardings to help the students. The good results of my work along this line for the last 25
years are just appearing on the horizon. The backward classes other than the untouchables
are advancing slowly but surely. Their position is akin to that of a child just learning to walk.
But you people are like a child that has not yet learned to balance or stand. It is because of
our helpless condition that my attention is directed towards you. My policy has been to
encourage you and help you along all the walks of life. Your own class-fellows who are my
subjects will tell you what | have been doing for your uplift in my own State.

The Poona papers have most mercilessly tortured the little speech | made at the Conference

of your people recently held in my territory. That those who conduct these papers should
waste their valuable space and time in commenting on a speech from such an uneducated
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person like myself is indeed strange. But | am afraid they have misrepresented me. It may be
that my inability to express myself clearly owing to want of command over the Marathi
language may have given them occasion to misinterpret my views and to paint me as the pivot
of a movement engineered to drag the Brahmin back. | disavow this credit given to me; for, |
confess, | have no merits to occupy he pivotal position they are pleased to credit me with.
However the main theme of what | said at the conference was to impress upon the audience
the important point that no religion on the face of this earth sanctions such an institution as
the castes except the Hindu Religion. On that account, as | said in the Marathi Conference,
that we ought to abolish the castes, which has been the cause of many social struggles and
will Parasuram killed all the kashriyas in the interest of the Brahmin but Rama and Krishna the
representatives of the Kshatriya class have in their turn their worship on the Brahmin avatrs.
Even though the Peshwa overshadowed Shahu Maharaja, the Maharaja Pratapsingh came to
his own at the end of Peshwai. | am convinced such social upheavals were ultimately
provoked by caste-feelings. My earnest advice has always been to build the structures of
self-Government of foundations firmer than those of castes. | therefore repeat my convictions
that self-Government without social union is undersirable and will be unstable.

A few days ago, | had an occasion to visit St. Columba Scotch Mission in Bombay and | am
an old friend of the American Mission, Miss Sutherland. Dr. Whail and Dr. Wanlace have
crossed the seven seas to give our people life and education from selfless motives caring for
no more than the mere necessaries of life. To cause us no offence they have even adopted
our ways of living and even our diet. Such strangers who are maturing our body and our mind
are indeed holy persons. We do find a solitary instance of Mr. Gandhi who can match them.
But how many institutions like the foreign missions can we boast of which are helping the
cause of the oppressed and the diseased with a selfless motive working on the principle that
“to serve mankind is to serve God” Some papers have misrepresented me in what | have said
about Mr. Gandhi, Swami Shradhanand, and Mr. Gandhi and Besant are indeed holy
persons. But | believe that holy being like all human beings are not infallible. Mr. Gandhi | am
sure will not be resentful for what | have said for he is candid enough to acknowledge his own
error. However Mr. Gandhi is solitary instance of a personality that claims our tribute of love
and respect. But when we take into account the leaders of ordinary caste it is but proper that
before we own them we should examine their ethics and Maharashtra a flood of sympathy
proceeding from the educated classes for the Depressed classes. But the same sympathisers
never fail to make their woman folks their excuse for not doing such cementing acts of social
intercourse as interdining. None however can believe that the women of India who practised
Sait for the sake of their husbands will obstruct them in such a harmless act. In fact to blame
the women of India as an obstacle to interdining is to do them great injustice. One is therefore
thrown upon want of moral courage to practise the principle or secret opposition to the
principle itself as the only excuse for not interdining. | therefore ask to ponder whether you
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can gain materially from the lip sympathy from such cowardly leaders. It was one of such
educated Bramhin leaders who the other day said at Nipani that he was prepared to interdine
with the untouchables if that brought about self-Government, How much sympathy do you
think he has for you who lays such a great condition for a trivial act such as dining with you?
My sincere advice to you is not to depend for your salvation upon the good will of such
pretenders but to take up the task of educating your men and women on your own shoulders.
Our educated high class people feel indignant for the special efforts that are being made in my
State for the elevation of all the backward classes. If all agree that there is some sense in the
procedure of doctors and lady doctors to give more nourishings food to the weak and the
sickly child so that he may come to be in a line with the robust. | don’t see why | should be
blamed for applying it is the case of the untouchables. Some Poonaties alleged that | have
adopted this is discrimination as a convenient means for advancing the cause of my
community. | deny it as a false allegation. | swear that | will never do anything disgraceful to
the line established by the Maharaja Shivaji. My efforts for the elevation of the other
communities is would be improper to interpret as a reflex of the jealousy of the Brahmins
Many of my trustworthy officers and advisers are Brahmins. Many Brahmins enjoy /nams from
me. | am sure my Brahmin subjects will testify that | have not neglected their interests.

In my speech at Mangaon | expressed my desire to give self Government to my people on a
small scale in a shor time. An Editor has invited soothsayers to forecast specifications of time
and scale of the self-Government | promised to my subjects. Most gladly would | have
furnished the specifications asked for were it possible to do so. But as | said in the assembly
of the Marathas, this is a complicated question of the multiplicity of interests and | regret, |
cannot announce an early decision. The other day in the Provincial Confercnce held at
Sholapur a speaker said that if the high class Hindus desire they can remove untouchability in
no time. | should here like to raise a query as to why this easy affairs which can be done in no
time is not done yet? Or can any one product the day of its consummation? A leader once
extended his sympathy for the untouchables by stating that he had once made room in his
carriage for the Ganapati of the shoemakers. | ask why he not thrown off his caste prejudices
publicly so far? And when is he prepared to do so?

It augers well for the future that notwithstanding such leaders the Hindu Society is gradually
loosing its faith in untouchability and my subjects will deserve self Government to the extent to
which they show themselves prepared to treat one another with brotherly feeling.

While reporting the occurrences in the dispute of the extremists and the moderates the other
day at Sholapur, an editor has referred to a purse of Rs. 3,000 sent from Poona or Kolhapur.
In case, he ment thereby to suggest that | had sent the purse, it is a pure invention, Nothing
will be gained by insinuating that | am a coward when | avow that | have sympathy for the

S EERINE



backward classes and would not take back to help them in a case the Justice of which | am
well convinced.

Such is the affection which a section of the vernacular press bears me, | am uneducated and
do not possess even a quarter of the learning possessed by these editors. However | do what

| believe. Love or resentment matters me not.

In conclusion, | say to you, continue the sacred work you have undertaken without flinching
and | feel sure that God will help you on to its ultimate triumph.

%ok %



Fourty Three

Religion & Caste System
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Mr. President of the Reception Committee and Gentlemen,

| feel extremly proud of myself when | find myself to be called to preside over this conference
without having obtained my previous consent, | am glad to find you look upon me as one
among yourselves though once upon a time | did not cherish much love for you but |
recognised my error, believe me, gentimen that | shall even continue to love you. | am afraid
your choice of a President has fallen in a wrong person, for, | am really not learned enough to
guide the destinies of this Conference. There are many self intereeted people, who make a
false pose by perfering good will and love towards those for whose interest they are really
indifferent merely for sake of aggrandizement. My only prayer therefore is that God may never
grant me such a mean mind. Today we have before us the enlightened mind of the
untouchable; | know you are not such. | have used that term simply because it is in vogue.
You are not untouchable, on the other hand you are the members of the Indian Nation more
intelligent, more selfsacrificing far more heroic and will disposed than those who have the
never to address you as untouchable. We must work with the firm conviction that we are
bretheren of the same status and that we have the same common rights which each of us
must respect. Those who play a false represent nobody but myself and it is my hope that my
relation or my
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At the all India Depressed Classes Conference at Nagpur on 30 May, 1920

rough can no longer deceive the people home experience has taught to detect the true from
false. Though | have been called to preside over this Conference, | say that | am not a leader
of any community nor | desire to be such. On the other hand | dissuade those who follow me
on the false belief that | am their leader. My thoughts and my acts friends should not imitate
me without a proper consideration of the pros and cons. | allow them in such matters full
scope for self-determination.

We, who are Indian fellow subjects, no matter to what caste or religion we belong, must
never forget that we are all Indians. Religion may be a matter of some concern from the
stand-point of individuals but it must never be a hitch in national affairs. The most commonly
accepted definition of religion is that it is a path leading to the Almighty. But just as in most
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metropolitian cities there are various roads that lead us to the same point, similarly the same
common object in view. If the simile be true that religions are but different roads that lead us
to the same goal one really wonders as way people who have the same object in view namely
to see God should hate each other simply because owing to difference in circumstances they
happened to choose the different path. About the circumstances from which originated these
diverse religions one can only speculate. But since none can vouchsafe that he has reached
God by following one particular religion it may be safely said that none has a right to plead
dogmatically that his relgion is the only true religion and that the rest are false. Mercy is the
true basis of religion. Selfcenterium leads on to degradation, says the Sage Kabir. Thus it
follows, that the true religion consists in serving your fellows and to find god in man and
respect him. On this all religions agree. All preach that doing good to others is vertue and
doing ill to others is sin. When there is thus an agreement on the fundamentals among the
different religions it is really an error that their followers should hate one anothers. There were
many wars fought in this country but they were all motivated by ambition of secular dominion.
The great Akbar or great Shivaji were fought not for the sake of religion or caste. Many
Marathas, Rajputs and others Hindoo Officers and heroes flourished under the patronage of
Akbar. Similarly the armies of Vijayanagar and Shivaji counted many Mohomadens. All of
these never seceded from their integrity and honesty even when they were led to fight against
their own kinsmen. | have above indicated the true essense of all religions, and | am
convinced that a nation which acts up to it insures its progress. But we who have served from
all true essence of religions and instead of respecting every human being as an image of God
have declared a large portion of our common humanity lower than the brutes on the strength
of the Poendo Shaitras can never expect the Almighty to help us on no matter who hard we
struggle to propitiate him by prayers, by sermons, reading the Pooranas or going no
pilgrimage barefooted or by falling prostrate to him. We cannot win him by such false means.
On the other hand we are sure to incur his displeasure. The only way to ingraciate ourselves
into his favour is to treat his children with equality and fraternity.

The establishment of British Government is a boon to India and specially to the untouchables
therein. In place of the Laws of Manu which were intended to uphold the superiority of one
particular caste we have today in India Legislative inactments which recognise the principle of
equality before law. To promulgate that Brahmins should not be hanged and that in all
religious ceremonies they should be treated equals of God and to declare that the rest of the
low humanity is the only for service of the Brahmins is the negation of conscience. In fact,
persons imbued with such notations can hardly be included in the category of statemen
without feeling of shame. There were once in India laws, which prohibited a certain class of
people from reading the Yedas, and those who did read them were meted out such cruel
punishments as branding and burning their eyes. We must be thankful to the British
Government for doing away with such inhuman laws. However there in much to be desired by
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way of reform in the Hindoo law. the sense of nationality and the sense of progress have
penetrated the Hindoo Society. Our nations about marriage, foreign travel, tolerance have
taken a firm root in our minds. We, therefore need to give these notions a legal backing if we
desire that the Hindoo community is to progress. The British Government declared equality of
all before law and the British missionaries inaugurated the principles of fraternity by their kind
treatment to the untouchables. The Government of Holland and Belgium are negligent of the
interest of the people who are living under their suzerienty. On the other hand the British
people are offering us self-Government even when there are many who oppose such grant.
Obviously we must be thankful and loyal to the Empire which is guided by such nobel and
highminded statemanship. This country owes a great debt of gratitude to the British people. It
was a recognition of this fact that the Indian people without distinction of caste and creed
mustered strong to help the British Raj in the recent war. | take it that it is Providence which
has made us a part of the Empire.

The untouchables of Madras are mated out the most inhuman and cruel treatment by their
co-religionist. That the madras Brahmins treat the non-Brahmins most unjustly is notorious.
We must therefore be all gratefull to the late Dr. Nair for his efforts to saturate the non-
Brahmins to the sense of self-respect and the sense of their rights. He worked hard for the
elevation of the Panchmas and all his domestics belonged to that class. | cannot let this
occasion pass without mentioning Sir Shankaran Nair who has always taken a very kindly
interest in the elevation of the depressed classes.

| am of opinion that the slavation of this country depends upon the abolition of the caste
system. It is therefore the prime need of the time that there should be inter-marriages on a
large scale notwithstanding the opposition interdining. Before we can expect a wide spread of
inter-marriages we must first of all change the law which at present declares the posing of
such marriage illegitimate and deprive them of the right of inheritance. The Hon’able Mr.
Patel’s Bill in the Supreme Legislative Council was therefore a necessity. No doubt that the
Bill would have resulted in lowering the dignity of the Brahmins. And the Bill therefore has
been most violently opposed by the Brahmin Section of Press. From the standpoint of the
Brahmin interest it is natural that they should oppose the Bill. But they ought to have realised
that they were sacrificing the larger interest of the country. The orthodox party finds nothing
wrong in living together of a man and womad as husband and wife. But they would object to
the solemnization of the ties by religious ceremonies so that such acts may be elevated to the
dignity of a moral act. By with holding the religious sanctions they have been unconsciously
acting as the enemies of public morality. | cannot help citing by way of illustration the instance
of my friend Mr. Arundale. His marriage with a Brahmin girl has brought on him the warth of
the orthodox Brahmins. If we look at the event with an unprejudiced eye we shall have to say
that the more of such incidences the better | do not like the self-seeking policy which leads us
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to join others in so far as it leads to self aggrandisement, but which leads us to part company
with those who were our former friends. There are many who complain that expensive
marriage ceremonies drain off the purse of the people to channels away from such as are
socially of the greatest importance namely Education. But these very same people will not
consent, to have marriages sanctified by the most economical methods of registration. The
unregistered Hindoo marriages are not legally recognized. This leaves a legal way to a married
Indian to marry in England or in France according to the procedure prescribed by the laws of
those countries. There are many who have availed themselves of this opportunity and have
thrown their once devoted and dutiful wives into the abuse of shame and misery which is the
lot of many an Indian widows But such a situation weighs nothing with the orthodox party.
Registration of marriages would no doubt put a stop to these ignominious ways. But it is
because registration would open a royal road to inter-marriages that we find the orthodox
party lined against it. It is argued that it is improper that the progeny of mixed marriages
should share with agnates or congnates superior in status or dignity. But this is a lame
excuse. It is strange that those who bring this excuse forward are tolerant of the existing law
which allows a Christian convert or a Hindoo who has married according to registration to
share with other Hindoo coheirs. The Patel Bill will be agreed level for uplifting the down
trodden communities of India. We must therefore be grateful to the supporter of the Bill.

That we can see a straw in the eyes of others but not mole in our owa is a proverb which we
often experines in our life. The Brahmins Who for the last ten or twenty years are spreading
treason in the Indian people by deluding them into the false belief that the British people are
looting India feel no shame in writing the British Government for putting a stop to the activities
of the Satyshodhak Samaj whose main object is to expose the falsities and crudities of the
pooranas.

| heartily subscribe to the saying of the Sage Tukaram that we should respect him who
practises what he teaches. Consequently, | have a positive dislike for deceitful people who
while they outwardly make all shows of sympathy for you engaged in the mean occupation of
retarding the noble work of your elevation My recent speach at Nasik has been subject of
adverse critieism. Personalty, It amuses me. It is indeed shameful that people who say that
they know nothing about Kolhapur affairs personally and that they have derived all the
information by hearsay should say anything without weighing their words or give their own
construction without submitting the evidence. Therefore | know that the main object of such
unmeasuree bombast and stump oratory is to terrify every one into a submission to the
established superior rights of a particular class. I, on my part, pity the upholders of such an
oligarchy when they boast of themselves that they are the leaders and the well-wishers of the
people at large. Such obsurants can never be expected to lead the movement of social
reform. Crows can sec only the wounds. In like manner these obscurants only see what may
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be called the cost of progress. | am criticised for giving Sanads to some befitting members of
the untouchable communities to practise as Vakils. Some classes in india have inherited the
notion that such occupations as the medical or legal atc. ere their exclusive preserve. There is
no dispute as to the principle that there should be right man in the right place. But the
principle must need be modified to suit changes in the times. Even the British Government in
earlier times for the sake of giving political education offered to persons of lesser qualification
the post of Collector or Judge. Even diplomas to practise were given without examination to
persons possessing general knowledge. Even today we find in British India Attorneys,
persons who have not passed regular examination even though the number of such as have
passed is by no means scanty. If the diplommas which gave to the untouchables had been
given to Brahmins, Kayasthas or Saraswatas it would have provoked no comment. In fact, it
did not provoke any comment when the candidates belonged to latter communities. That a
similar treatment to candidates from the Marathas or the untouchables should have caused
such an uproar is a patent sign of the nobility of mind of my critics. The Brahmin community is
considerably perturbed to find matriculated Mahars and Mangs forcing their entry into the
higher occupation which were hitherto closed against them. They would have felt nothing
wrong if the Mahars and Mangs had been Cbristation. Most of the Native States confer
diplomas on candidates of higher communities who are much below the Mahars, Mangs,
whom | turned Vakils in point of education. But | have never heard any one complaining such
an act. My main object in giving these diplomas was to open the lega occupation to the
untouchable community which by force of custom was hitherto closed against adverse
circumstances. My experience as a sportsman tells me that a horse drinks only when he is
shown the water. | argue by analogy that these backward classes must be shown the
opportunity in order they may learn how to create an opportunity. | am convinced that these
people are not devoid of natural ability. What they are in need of the opportunity ? If proof be
wanted ther is no paucity thereof. The eminence to which Matang Tuk, Parashar, Vasistha,
Chokhamela were raised & other Sages who were born in low communities sufficiently bears
out the above statement. Not long before we find even in advanced country like England
people were granted the deploma of Barrister merely by dining a certain number of days in the
inns of Court. Even men, non-matriculated Indian availed themselves of this opportunity. But
these dinner Barristers were deemed fit to conduct cases in any court of law and it will be
admitted that this class has produced many a noteworthy lawyers. Our high class people feel
it distrespect to raise the status as | have done by giving diplomas to the members of the
untouchable communities but this is a mistake. To wait for equality of treatment till their
educational qualifications rasied connot be preferred to the policy of immediate action to end
the heartless and thoughtless social tyranny which cannot be matched anywhere on this
eartb. Immediatism is the only successful way, that is my firm belief. | do not wish to follow
the ways of those reformers who would delay indefinitely any action in favour of social reform,
because that gives offence to the olders folks. The enlightened mind of the country is agreed
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on the evils of the caste system. The only question is who should begin the work of abolition
of caste system?

It is usually argued that the work must be undertaken by the low caste people. But | am
convinced that their efforts would not avail much. The work must be undertaken by those who
are at the top of the social structure. Those who have enjoyed the social prestige by the mere
sanctity of their birth for these untold ages must consent to give it up. This we find in Samuri
of Japan doing to achieve the unity of Japan. Efforts for the abolition of the caste system if
they are put forth by the lower caste are sure to be destructed. On the other hand if they
proceed from the higher caste they are sure to be instructive. Unless this takes place the
lower classes must continue their efforts to rise their position in the social system. If the lower
classes raise above their status and if the higher classes descend a little to lend them a
halping hand we can effect the abolition of the caste system without giving rise to hatred or
calumny on either side Even the Marathas must be compelled to dissolve their caite for the
sake of unity.

Religion can on longer be pleased as an obstacle in the way. It was in Mesopotamia that the
Hindoos and Mohamedans fought shoulder to shoulder notwithstanding the religious
differences. It is because that all people felt that they were the members of an Empire first and
foremost that they were able to achieve victory in the recent war. It may be that our people
have suffered at the hands of Christian powers. But we must never forget that the British
people have protected us from evil ambition of their co-religionists, not to speak of the
Afgans. It cannot be said that religion comes in the way of our unity.

There are many who abuse me because | openly declare my opinions. When their main object
is to secure chief notoriety they beg themselves the laughing stock of responsible persons |
endeavour to raise the status of all backward people. | leave it to you gentlemen to deeide for
yourself whether it is proper to construe them as the counterpart of the harted of the
Brahmins. | am glad that you will continue to love me till the end. | can assure you that no
amount of adverse comment or circumstances will deter me in lending all the help | can render
to the cause of your elevation for it is indeed the cause of all elevation. With this | close.
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Forty four

Your Excellency
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Your Excellency, | need hardly say that it is with the closest attention that | have listened to
the weighty words of advice in which You Excellency has done me the great honour of
handing over to my charge the care of my State. In so doing, Your Excellency has allued to
the chief events of recent minorities, which evidence the rapid progress made in Kolhapur
during the past thirty years, and it is with sincere gratitude that | acknowledge the obligations
under which | lie to the Govt. of Her Majesty the Queen Empress; obligations both for the care
of my State and for the measures taken from my childhood to ensure my personal welfare.

Lokking to What has been done in the State, it is not too much to say that the Kolhapur of the
present is a different place from the Kolhapur from the last generations, and having seen
something of the greater part of India | venture to think that few chiefs have succeeded to a
better ordered inheritance than | to-day. For this | tender my thanks to the various Political
Agents appointed by Govt. who have surprised, and to my able Diwan, Khan Bahadur
Meherjibhai Kuvariji, C. I. E. and the Council
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who have successfully carried on the administration during my miniority. Nor can | on
occassion pass over in silence the debt that | owe to my lamented father, the late Regent of
Kolhapur. And much | have to think Govt. for the watchful eye they have kept upon the
progress of this State, not less much | acknowledge the direct and personal interest taken in
my own bringing up by your Excellency. To this | owe it that for nearly five years | have had the
great advantage of the guardianship of Mr. Fraser a Friend about whom | will here only say
that my brother and | myself one him a lifelong debt for the able, conscientious & almost
fatherly care which he has devoted to preparing us to fill worthily the positions in life that lie
before us; that but for these abilities zeal, conscientious work, and uncommon tect | should
not have been what | am, and it would not be too much to say that he has taken a fatherly
care of my brother and myself. With regard to the future, it is with full sincerity that | declare
my intention to show loyalty to Her Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress and to faithfully
abide by the engagements, treaties, and sanads which regulate my relations to the
Paramount Power.
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Further as regards my People, while recognising all that has been already done and the
favourable circumstances under which | began my rule, at the same time, | understand fully
that | in Govt. there is no standing still, that a serious and soleman task lies before me, not
only Preserve for my subjects the benefits already enjoy but to ensure further steady progress
in the promotion of their walfare. It this task, | look with confidence to receive the loyal
support of my feudatories and Jahagirdars, and while upholding their rights | trust to find them
real Pillars of the state, as in early days their ancestors were to mine. Setting before myself a
high standard, | shall endeavour to take advantage of the great opportunities which lie upon
to me, and in beginning my duties. | am encouraged by the hope that from future Governors
of Bombay | shall recelve the same countenance in manhood as | received during my minority
from your Excellency & your predcessors & that the political Agents whose advice | shall
welcome, will prove friends such as those | have so far known, like Mr Lee Warner, whose
personal interest in me from the day of my father’s death, down to the present has never
agged, like the late Colonel Wodehouse, by no one more regretted than myself; and like
Colonel Hunter, the present Political Agent at Kolhapur.

In conclusion, | beg that Your Excellncy will convey to His Excellency the Viceroy my best
thanks for his kind message of congratulations.
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Forty five

Shivaji Memorial
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Your Royal Highness,

It is with feelings of greatest pride and gratitude that | welcome Your Royal Highness on behalf
of the Maratha Community, a community which, backward as it may be education, has never
been backward in its loyalty to the Throne and to the Empire. From the mythical times of
Rama and even earltier the doors of learning were closed to us till the advent of the British
Raj. We owe to your Royal House an everlasting gratitude for inaugurating a wise and liberal
policy of throwing open to all alike the doors of knowledge and creating in us a sense of self-
respect and a spirit of true citizenship which are the natural consequences of liberal
edueation. We, Marathas owe a deep debt of gratitude to her late Majesty Queen Victoria, of
revered memory, King Edward VI, the beloved of all, and to His Majesty King George whose
constant and all understanding solicitude for the welfare of his subjects has given to the
backward classes a feeling of security and well being to which they had been strangers for
centuries, | may say since India was India.

We welcome your Royal Highness in a double capacity as the Heir apparent to the glorious
British Throne, and as a brother soldier. The onething that a Maratha will never forget nor the
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historian will ever fail to do justice to is the fact that Your Royal Highness fought shoulder to
shouldr with the Maratha soldiers. Theis is a unique which honour will ever remain fresh in our
minds and in the memory of the generations to come.

Your Royal Highness can well imagine the intensity of feelings of reverence and pride with
which Marathas cherish the memory of the great Shivaji who has immortalised the name
Maratha in the pages of history and who has instilled into them the soldierly qualities which
were manifested in the great World War, It was this great statesman who by introducing the
system of eight ministers foreshadowed the system of Cabinet Government in India and it was
he who first conceived the idea of this statesman and warrior who was also a bold relgious
reformer and who combated bravely the prejudices of his times. With all his zeal for the Hindu
Religion he had, Kill the Great Akbar, the same toleration for all castes and creeds. As Your
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Royal Highess is aware the Marathas have been warriors since the birth of the race. To this
day the great Maratha ditch at Calcutta stands a silent witness to their prowess.

It was not, however until the Great War, with its acid test of the loyalty and the fighting values
of the various peoples of the Empire, that the Maratha has come into his own, and we
believe, that we have now the right to place in the Empire’s battle line with the best and the
bravest of the fighting races. It now rest with us to take full advantage of the educational
opportunities and the equality which al peoples of whatever religion enjoy as their birth right
under the paternal rule of our revered and beloved King-Emperor. And now we must leave no
stone unturned to fit ourselves for our place not only in the field, but in the Council Chamber
and to dedicate to the service of the Empire not only our sword but our pen.

We are deeply conscious of our debt to Your Royal Highness to all the trouble that you have
taken to grace this occasion and trust you will convey to His Majesty the King Emperor on
behalf of the Princes, the Chiefs and the people of the Maratha race our most heart-felt and
undying sentiments of loyalty to his person, to the Throne and to the Empire.

And now, in conjunction with my brother Maratha Prince, a Prince who has kept alive the
glorious traditions of his illustrious ancestor Mahadaji SCindia, who dictated the policy of the
Marathas after Shivaji, | mean His Highness the Alijabahadur Maharaja of Gwalior to whose
forethought and zealous care the present occasion owes much, | request Your Royal
Highness to lay the foundation stone of the Memorial to my illustrious ancestor, Shivaji the
Great.
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Forty six

New Spirit for Peaceful Revolution
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My dear brave brethren,

| do not know your language well. | will try to express myself as well as | can. | hope you will
forgive my broken language.

The honour of occupying the chair and addressing you today really belongs to Mr. Ambedkar,
who is found to be one from among you and is better educated than myself. Unfortunately he
cannot be amongst us at this conference on accout of his absence in England. But | am sure,
wherever he may be nothing can be nearer his heart than the interest of the suffering of fellow

being of his community.

At the outset let me congratulate you all for coming over here from far leaving your homes and
hearths for according a hearty welcome to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the Heir to
our most beloved King-Emperor George the Fifth, and be sure that His Royal Highness is
delighted to see you and know you and bears a deep affection towards you all.

You are also to be congratulated upon, that you are all collected here to make a united effort
for your progress in a peaceful way. It is
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really suggestive of the new spirit that has been created in you. If you continue incessantly
this agitation of the new spirit, this effort of self progress, this tough fight for freeing yourself
from the social degrading position. | feel quite sure that God will crown your efforts with
suceess. | pray you not to stick to your hereditary professions along. You must make an
emphatic struggle to educate yourselves and enter into the arm and the various other offices
of seveal departmensts of Government. Not only that but you should follow the merchants;
you should attain proficiency in all these lines and push yourselves forward.

In my tiny little Kingdom people from your community are occupuing such posts and are

practising such professions, may one of them is also a Chairman of the City Municipal
Committee. | might be accused of self-praise for saying this, but | beg to be excused
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because mention this only to show what people from among you can attain if only they strive.
When His Royal Highness the prince of Wales will come as our Emperor once again amongst
us and fell quite sure that our affection will not fail to attract him, you will be able, | hope, to
accord a hearty welcome as officers in the army and in the civil administration as well as
leading members of independent professions. We must never forget that the cause of the
new life and awakening amongst us is due to the liberal policy of the benihg British
Government that gives equal opportunity to all to educate themselves and makes no
distinction of caste and creed. Under the New Reforms Act, Many of you enjoy the privilege of
voting | hope you will wisely take full advantage of the New Reforms that have been granted to
us by our kind Government and of the channel that has been opened for us by settling our
political goal to the progressive realisation of sell Government for uplifting ourselves politically,
socially, enconomically and morally.

The political destiny of any country udepends pon the character of the people in that country,
therefore superme attempts should be made for bullding up the character especially of our
youths and prove ourselves deserving of the new rights that have been bestowed upon us. |
feel delighted to notice that you have good leaders from among yourselves and that you are
led along by a peaceful and right pathd towards the realization of your cherished goal.

In the enthusiasm of the new spirit that is seen in the Indian Nation let it be remembered to her
credit that the Nation has not been forgotten by you. The ban of untouchability flung over you
since ages is losing ground and | am sure day will soon dawn when the ban will only be a by -
gone word, You must learn to keenly watch your rights Whenever you find your social rights
are invaded you have to remain firm and guard your rights not in a spirit of fighting and hatred
but in spirt of wisdom and love. In order to be able to do all this peacefully we must co-
operate with Government and take their help whenever necessary.

In this 20th Century it has been an acknowledged principle of the word that the way of
progress and prosperity is not bloodshed and revolution but a peaceful revolution. The
International Conferences at Washington and Jineva are only expositions of this principle. Let
us also then accept and follow the same principle.

You should all keep before you Mr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, Your great leader, as your ideal and
try to follow him, to be like him.

Let me tell you, my humble services are at your disposal. My only prayer is you should allow
me to serve you.



| have humbly placed before you my thoughts in short, | am indebted to you for affording me
an opportunity for doing so. Expressing my heartfelt thanks for patient hearing you gave me; |

beg to remain.
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Forty seven

A Front For Democratic Wave
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We Princess of the S. M. C. and Satara Jahagirdars are geogrphically cut off from the rest of
the Bombay presidency State. The Government of India is a long way off from our part of it.
They are not likely to know much about us. They hardly know what seditious papers we have
or what movements are started here against Government. They do not know who our leaders
are, who is Kelkar or parnjape and in what points they agree or differ and how their views
influence people or the masses and whether they have greater sway over the masses or the
classes; nor is the Government of India familiar with the problems peculiar to the Maratha
States. But why we want to go under the Government of India is that thereby. We have
reason to believe our status is raised. This will appear from the difference in treatment given to
the states on our side and those directly under the Government of India. In the present
Chamber of Princess | see chiefs having a small Jahagirs Included among the members.
Some of them cannot be compared in area, population or revenue to States on our sides,
that have been excluded from membership. In the same way in the conferring of honours, we
feel, we are not properly treated. The States even of much smaller importance under
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Govt. of India enjoy hounours and titles which are denied to us. We have no opportunities of
meeting together and making our grievance heard. In short when we are cut off from direct
relationship with Government of India. We feel we are neglected.

Of course, | do not make a complaint but they are quoted just to invite the attention of
Government to the appearent distinction they involve. This, we are inclined to think will not be
the case if we also like the Princess in Central India or in United Provinces are in direct
relations with the Government of India, In my humble opinion, this is a time when, if possible
all Princess must unite and present a solid front to the democratic wave that is passing over
the land or it may engulf them. So, at least groups that are geogrophically one should be
allowed the privilege of meeting together or going in deputation and making themselves
heard. If some princess and Chiefs from among the Maratha States are taken over by the
Government of India to the exlusion of the rest it would be like cutting a body into two; it will
then have no life either in one place or the other. Such a partition of the Maratha States would
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be like the partition of Bengal. | think that Satara and S. M. C. Jahagirs are in no way of lower
status then some of the Chiefs admitted to the membership of the Chamber. | hear some
chiefs complaning of the admission of Jahagir among its members to their exlusion, They feel
that they have done a great service to the Empire than the little State, and are in every way
superior to them. And yet they are excluded from the honours which the smaller states are

enjoying. They cannot understand why this is so.
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