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BLITZ (June 5,1965)

“A valued contributor, he died, like a true journalist, in harness. On Monday
afternoon, as usual, he phoned BLITZ office to send a peon to collect his ‘copy’ for his
feature “The Indian Scene, he contributed with distinction for years, and when the news of his
death was received, the peon was already at Mr. Lele’s residence only to learn that he had
passed away overnight.

A graduate of the Bombay University, aside from his political activities, which were
many, Purushottam Ramchandra Lele was a multilingual scholar. He was an authority on
such widely diverse subjects as the Marathi stage and Constitutional Law on which subject he
contributed two volumes which though written years ago are still considered a classic.

He participated in the political struggle and did his stint of gaol terms. Refusing
employment in any commercial firm where his talent would have brought him enough material
rewards, he served the BPCC in various capacities rising upto the secretarial-position. He
was known as a trusted right- hand man of S. K. Patil; then over differences of opinion, he
resigned from the BPCC, and, for a few years, worked with Bhulabhai Desai more as a
friendly advisor than as an employee. After Bhula- bhai’s death Lele was left to fend for
himself.

It gives us a bare insight into his character that he never sought to capitalize on his
political sacri- fices throughout the years of stress and strain. He never approached anyone
of his erstwhile political associates, now in high ministerial positions, for a job or any monetary
help.

Yet he was a counsellor— a friend, philosopher and sure guide- to many of them and
his morning hours were crowded with visitors seeking his guidance on various matters that
agitated them. Many a time he was called upon to solve domestic disputes.

Despite his preoccupation with politics, Lele’s was not a one-track mind. Old in
years, he was young in heart. The range of his interests extended from the Vedas to Agatha
Christie. In fact for a long time he toyed with the idea of starting an ‘Agatha Christie club.’

He was an uncompromising fighter against fate. Lele never gave up the fight and
throughout his over twenty years’ association with BLITZ he never made one bad slip-up or
defaulted in his ‘copy’. Even from a sick-bay, he would dictate his weekly article.



The strongest feature of Lele’s life was, in addition to a sterling and loyal character,
his heart, which he was proud to assert, ‘is in the right place— on the left.’....

Only a month before his death, he wrote a book on the Marathi drama. The show -
world was his second love, but he was a poor showman. Never advertising himself, he was

content to let his work advertise for him.

His life was unostentatious; death will release his greatness.”



